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Foreword

This book deals with Doctor Syn’s smuggling adventures when his Night-riders were at
the height of their success, and although complete in itsalf, follows chronologically the
eventsrecorded in Doctor Syn Returns. “ Death to the Scarecrow” is once again the
dogan of the authorities, who are ranged against him. The Navy, the Army, Customs
Officers, Magigtrates, Bow Sreet Runners, Press-gang and “ Informers’ are all enlisted
to put down the scandal ous contraband running on Romney Marsh, and a largereward is
offered for the capture, alive or dead, of the mysterious leader.
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CHAPTER 1
SLIPPERY’SSAM’S

On awild wet November night in the year of grace 1776, agreat lumbering coach creaked, squealed and groaned as
its steaming team was lashed at top speed along that bleak country road known as Stone Street, which runs, as
straight as the Romans built it, between Canterbury and Lympne.

Although an ancient vehicle, the mud-spattered panels of the coach doors were emblazoned with the armorial
bearings of His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, whose August person was being sadly shaken about inside.
His equally distinguished companion was bumping against him with every jolt of the coach. Thiswas General
Troubridge of the Dragoons, who sat opposite to his confidentia officer, the handsome Major Faunce. These three
gentlemen were journeying to Lympne Castle to be guests of Sir Henry Pembury, Justice of the Peace.

It was a Saturday night, and the Archbishop was to deliver an address at the Castle Church in the morning, and
then at Evensong go down to Dymchurch to preach, for the Dean of the Peculiars of Romney Marsh, Doctor Syn.

Although the rotund figure of the General was occupying more than his share of the seat, and much to the
discomfort of the Archbishop, His Grace was nevertheless glad of hiscompany. Thered coats and heavy sabreslent
asecurity which the wild night might well have disturbed, especially as the coach was nearing Slippery Sam’s, a
lonely farm-house, rumoured to be one of the rallying places of the Scarecrow, |eader of the dreaded Romney Marsh
Night-riders.

Although it was only nine o’ clock, the coachman noted that all the farm-house lights were out, and conjectured
that Slippery Sam and his wild companions were abed. The guard, however, was better informed. Many aguinea
had come hisway, during his service under the Archbishop, by doing no more than pass messages along the roads
with the Scarecrow’ s orders. He had never met the Scarecrow. Not that he would have been much wiser if he had,
for no knew the real identity of the Night-riders' ingeniousleader. That is, no one but Mipps, the Dymchurch
sexton, and the redoubtable Jimmie Bone, gentleman of the road. These two, and t hese two only, could have turned
King's Evidence against their leader, and gained the reward which the various authorities offered for his capture,
alive or dead.

But the Scarecrow had no fear of them. He knew his men, and trusted these two implicitly. Therest of the many
hundreds of men who took active part in contraband running knew only that the superhuman being who rode
Romney Marsh at night in the guise of a Scarecrow never failed hisfollowers and kept not only their pockets well
lined with guineas, but their necks safe from the hangman’ s noose.

With histop-coat collar turned up and his back to the horses and the driving rain, the guard prepared to earn his
illicit guinea. Hedrew from hisdeep pocket aflat billet of wood. The queer notches cut into its surface meant
nothing to him, but, as the Canterbury landlord of the rising sun had explained when he had handed it across the bar:
“Slippery Sam will understand. All you haveto doisthrow it over hishedge.”

A guineaeasily earned, since he had to ride through the storm on the chilly back box in the ordinary course of
duty. Heturned towardsthe black line of hedge that ran along on the right of the coach, and which marked the
beginning of the farm fields. He watched the twig tops bending with the wind. Soon there would be a brake,
marking the entrance of the farm lane. Then the hedge would appear again, and then he must throw the queer
wooden message. The only thing to guard against was that his action should not attract the notice of the coachman.
But that old worthy had enough to occupy his attention. He disliked the vicinity of Slippery Sam’s, and was
determined to passit at afull-stretched gallop.

Meanwhile, some dozen men sat silently smoking and drinking in the darkest back kitchen of the farm-house.

Not aword was spoken, for everyone was listening. Now and again Sam himself would tiptoe about the room, to

fill up hisguests' glasses or tankards. A weird figure, Slippery Sam, as he moved about the large kitchen only made
the darker by thered glow from the great hearth. A tall middle-aged man with abald head and asquint. Sometimes
he would creep to the steep stairsin the corner and whisper, “Eh, wife?” when a hard female voice would answer,
“Nothing.” At last, however, thisreply was changed to: “Yes. Lights.” All the men got to their feet, while Sam,
pulling a piece of sacking that draped his shoulders over his head to guard against the driving rain, opened the back
door and slithered out silently into the storm.

Hefound that hiswife, who had been watching Stone Street from an attic window, wasright. He could seethe
coach lamps moving rapidly towards him, as he crouched down to wait behind the hedge. And it wasthe right
coach too; the one they were expecting.

It was yet too early for the mail, athough the coachman, old George, had a confounded habit of making quicker
time in bad weather in order to get his outside the drier and hisinside the wetter in the Red Lion of Hythe. But the
mail horn always rang out as they topped the near rise, and many awarning had Sam received in thisway from his



friend theguard. If certain notes wee played, he knew that the Scarecrow’ s Night-riders were “out”. Other notes
would convey that the Excise men were on the prowl, and that it behooved all those who shifted contraband from
place to place to be cautious.

Sam crouched in the shelter of the hedge, listening to the thud of the flying hoofs and the crack of the long whip.
The lights were upon him, and awave of thin wet mud splashed aong the other side of the hedgerow, spattering his
face as he held the wet twigs apart. But Sam cared not ajot for this, as he heard the sharp rap of the billet of wood
falling behind him on to the cobbl e path.

“There’ sapretty rogue livesin that place,” growled the General, peering through the rain-running window of the
coach, and pointing to the deep shadow of the wide-spread roof, which could harbour hundreds of kegsin its hidden
apple-rooms.

“Slippery Sam'’s, sir?’ laughed Major Faunce.

“A very godlesstitle,” remarked the Archbishop.

“I'mafraid | alwayslaugh at it,” replied theMgjor. “Theway he gained it was at least original.”

“How diehegainit, and who ishe?’ asked the Archbishop.

“Slippery Sam, Your Grace,” explained the Generdl, “isa squint-eyed rascal believed to be in league with the
Romney Marsh smugglers under that damned Scarecrow.” The General coughed a quick apology, and added, “I
should not use such a strong expression before so distinguished achurchman. | beg your Grace' s pardon.”

The Archbishop waved his hand in acceptance, saying: “Theword ‘damn’ isagood onewhen it is not abused,
for of asurety any citizen who works against His Majesty’ s Go vernment will in the latter day be damned and
confounded. But you were about to tell me something of this Slippery Sam, Major Faunce.”

“An unutterablerogue, Y our Grace,” went on the Major, “who makes out that his prosperity comesfrom
farming, although the Customs men think otherwise. The difficulty isto proveit, and there the authorities have so
far fallen down. Oncethey actually issued awarrant of search, and the Excise men broke through the back door in
the dead of night. They made their way upstairs and thundered on the bolted bedroom door, only to betold by the
screaming wife that her husband was from home on business. Not believing this, the officer in charge ordered the
door to beforced.”

“While engaged in the noisy and tedious operation of breaking through Sam’s stout oak defence, the rascal
smeared his naked body with oil and suddenly threw open the door and |eapt out upon them. They grabbed for him
in the dark, but hampered asthey were by the steep narrow stairs, they might aswell havetriedtoholdanedl. Sam
slipped through them, took to the woods, and in the morning returned in borrowed clothes and driving his own trap,
which he had lent to aneighbour.

“The wife had had ample time to see that all the kegs were hidden, and at the inquiry, which Sam insisted on
taking place before a magistrate, there were plenty of witnesses who took their oath that Sam had been with them the
night of the raid and had slept in ahouse by Ashford Market. So nothing was gained by Sam’s nickname of
‘Sippery’.”

“And the house had been called Slippery Sam’s ever since,” completed the colonel.

“And truly had it been written,” said the Archbishop, “that the ways of the ungodly are full of deceit.”

In the meantime the subject of this conversation had run his fingers down the notches cut in the piece of wood,
and returning to the darkened kitchen had interpreted their meaning to the waiting men.

“Thenext ‘run’, lads, isfor Thursday. The Scarecrow expects from usfifty pack ponies and twenty mounted
men. Thewarning notch isagain cut at the base here, and as you know, it means no firearms to be carried, but
flashersfor signaling. In case of abrush with the Excise men, you can use ‘bats’.”

“1 don't hold with that,” replied arough young fellow of the company. “If the Excise men carry firearms, why
not us? Are we rabbitsto be potted at?’

“If an Excise man kills one of us gentlemen,” replied Sam, “it ain’t brought in as murder. But if one of us
gentlemen shoots an Excise man, it be murder, and murder most foul, and that means Mister Ketch removing your
neckcloth for abit of hemp, see? No, my lad, we'reall for the making of money and for having abit of fun aswell.
| takeit, and if so be aswe obeys the Scarecrow in every way, he'll look after us as he always has donein the past.
Take it from an older man that the Scarecrow knows the game and how to play it. So long aswe obeys, we'll be
rich men and never dance to the hangman’ stune with our toesin theair.”

The company growling an assent, the young man kept silent.

When Slippery Sam had duly arranged with each man the apportioning of the ponies and horses required, he was
called upon to answer yet another criticism of the Scarecrow’s methods. Thistime the critic was an elderly villager
from Sturry, whose outward profession was that of athatcher, but, like Sam’ s farming, the store of guineas hidden
beneath afloorboard of his bedroom had not been earned through his attention to roofs. He was an old hand at the



smuggling game, and had been “out” as he said long before the Scarecrow had been heard of, for both his father and
grandfather had initiated him into the business. Consequently his opinion was taken seriously by the others.

“What | says against the Scarecrow isthis,” he grumbled. “Why don’'t the fellow put moretrust in us? There's
only afew of our gang who have seen him, us being concerned with the * hides' more than the landings and
runnings. Aye, it’sonly you, Sam, Joe and myself what have spoke to him, that time he warned us that if we didn’t
get the goods to hiding before dawn there'd be trouble for us. And not one of us knowswho or what heis, except a
hideous scarecrow on ablack horse. What' sto prevent him from being abit morefriendly like, | says?’

“What' sto prevent him?’ cried Sam scornfully. “I’ll tell you just that, old man. Just thelove of his own neck,
and that’ s good reason enough. You’'ll own we' ve never earned so much money at the smuggling since that little rat
of aDymchurch sexton come along with the Scarecrow’ s proposition. That there Mipps may know who heis, |
don’t doubt, but who else? Why, several of the lads down yonder on the Marshes have told me that not even the
head gang, the Dymchurch Nigh—iders, know who or what heis, and so long as no one don’t know—why, no one
can’t go turning King' s Evidence against him, see?’

“He s clever, heis, and whoever heis, good luck to him and may he continue to keep his own neck along of ours
from therope. Who but him would have thought of using the blessed Archbishop’s coach, as he did just now, to
pass us orders? Who but him could have squared every guard on the mail coaches without being found out? Do you
ever stop to think how many are working under him? It ain’'t only our littlelot here he hasdealingswith. There's
the boys below on the luggers, and they’ll tell you that he knows more about winds, tides, and weather than they do
themselves.”

“Then there’ s the Frenchies, t' other side of the Channel, to be reckoned with, and Hollanders, too, and they do
say that he can talk to ‘em and swear at ‘em too in their own cursed lingo. Aye, he'saman of partsisthe
Scarecrow, so we don’t let none of us start argyfying against him, same as them dirty Bonnington gang are doing.
For my own part I'm just awaiting to see what will happen to them poor field mice.”

“The Scarecrow will play diddle with them, as he does with the Excise men, and so | told them Ransley boys
when they come down here and wanted usto join their damned cracky scheme of getting to work on our own, same
as out granddads did before us. If some of ‘em had been half as clever as our Scarecrow in them days they bodies
wouldn’'t now be rotting out in Botany Bay. Butif so be that some of you wants to swing—why, then betray the
Scarecrow if you can, and you'll find it will be the Scarecrow’ s men what will do your swinging for you and not the
common hangman.”

So impressed were they with Sam’ s spirited oration that the old thatcher replied meekly, “All right, Sam, | only
just meant that I’ d give acouple of guineasjust by way of curiosity to know who the Scarecrow might be.”

“A couplewon't buy it,” scoffed Sam. “Ain’t the damn Government offered five hundred of the best ringing
spades of his blessed Majesty Farmer Georgejust for the same bit of news, but out of downright cursed venom.”

And since thisremark seemed to re-establish the thatcher’ sloyalty to the Scarecrow, the company drank whole-
heartedly to histoast of “Down with the cursed Customs, and God bless King George.”

CHAPTER 2
THEARCHBISHOP AND THE HIGHWAYMAN

At its southern extremity Stone Street curves round the top of adeep valley, and then plunges down asteep incline,
which is so overtopped with great and ancient treesthat even in sunlight it is dark and gloomy. At night,and
especially on such a November night of storm, it looked like an impenetrable tunnel of blackness, as the horses of
the Archbishop’s coach were pulled up in order to allow the guard to climb from hislofty box and adjust the skids.
Knowing histeam to be well behaved, the coachman, partly to save time and partly to take the opportunity of
stretching his cramped legs, climbed down likewise, patted his steaming charges, and condescended to fix the fore
skids.

At the request of the General, Major Faunce opened the door and asked whether the guard wished any of them to
walk down the hill.

“No, sir,” replied the guard. “I'll walk myself, while the coachman holds ‘ em back and takesit easy.”

“1 notice you ain’t got your blunderbuss under your arm,” said the coachman. “Y ou’ d best climb up and get it.
Y ou never know what’ swaiting for us under them trees down yonder.”

“What are you frightened of 7’ asked the guard scornfully. “There ain’t no smuggles out tonight.”

“Just the weather for *em,” growled the coachman. “Besides, what do you know about it?’



“Everyone knowswhen there’ sarun on,” retorted the guard. “That is, everyone what keeps his ears open. They
was all abed at Slippery Sam’s, and when there'sa‘run’ going forward they sits up and sings and shouts at their
drinking. They’veno fear of God or man, that lot.”

“And who said ‘ smugglers ?” demanded the coachman, who by the light of an unhooked carriage lamp was
examining the set of his harness. “Smugglers avoidsone, | find, but | don't say the samefor that there immie
Bone.”

“Highwaymen works the Dover Road, not a cross-country cut likethis,” replied the guard. “Besides, | haveit on
good authority that Mr. Boneislying low since hislast hold-up.”

“He'll get laid by the heels before long, same asthey all does,” grunted the coachman. “Well, I'll be getting up
onthebox again, ‘cos| left my pistols up there, same as you did your bit of artillery. But there, acoachman has his
horsesto mind, and ain’t supposed to be an armed escort, whereas aguard’ saguard, and it’ s his duty to guard, so
next time you descends, bring the old blunderbuss with you, if you please.”

Not relishing so long adelay at such agloomy spot, the Archbishop querulously asked the General if he could
seewhat his servants were doing.

“Anything wrong?’ shouted the General, looking out.

The coachman jumped round nervously. “No, sir. Nothing wrong.”

“But there will beif you don't take your foot from the step,” cried a deep gruff voice from the darkness ahead of
them.

The coachman, who had been preparing to heave himself up on to his box, fell back on to theroad. Hisworst
fearswerereslized, asamasked rider on atall black horserode slowly from the treesinto the glare of the coach
lights.

“Jimmie Bone, by al that's damnable!” said the guard, and then turning on the coachman added, “ This comes of
you talking of the devil.”

“What' sthe delay?’ asked the General, once more thrusting his head out of the window. “Anything wrong
now?’

“Plenty, my old gentleman,” laughed Mr. Bone, riding closer. “To begin with, the weather’ sall wrong. As
damned dirty anight asever | rodein, so you'll oblige me greatly by forking out and stumping up as quick as
possible so that | can take my long ride to safety.”

“Who the devil areyou, sir?’ roared the General.

“Better known on the Dover Road than here, sir.” Replied the highwayman. “Y ou ask the guards of His
Majesty’ smails, and they’ll tell you that Mr. Bone executes his business with what politeness he can, but prompt
payments are essential, or he getsthe very devil in him. | see by your coat that you' re amilitary gentleman. Good.
That means that you’ re used to giving orders and taking ‘em aswell. 1t aso means that when you know you're
beaten you surrender with good grace. Well, you can take it from me, sir, that you’ re beaten now, and better beaten
that | hope you will ever bein thefield of battle. So just you pass the wordof command along to your companions
inside, whoever they may be, and turn ‘em out one by one so that | can seethe linings of your pockets. We'll start
with you, my old soldier, so that you show ‘em how to be smart and prompt.”

General Troubridge was too wise aman not to realize that his sabre was of no avail against two levelled horse
pistolsin the hands of a desperate villain. Also knowing the rules of war, he was not so foolish asto turn his head
from the muzzles for the highwayman might well believe that there was trickery and shoot. So he contended
himself with growling over his shoulder to histravelling companions, “It’s no use, gentlemen, we' re stung, and
properly stung, and our only satisfaction isto know at least that thisrascal will eventually cometo his death.”

“Alas, sir,” sighed Jimmie Bone, “that indeed is a certainty to which we must all come, sooner or |ater, but as|
do not wish mine to be immediate, | would request you to be prompt and step outside as quickly as you may.
Otherwise | may lose my temper. On anight like this one’ stemper isnone of the best. Jumptoit.”

“It’ soutrageous,” cried Mgjor Faunce, as the General opened the coach door and descended the step.

“Oneat atime, please,” rapped out the highwayman.

“Stay whereyou are, Mgjor,” snapped the General.

“Yes, for heaven’s sake, gentleman, do what he wants,” urged the Archbishop. “It’s no use throwing away
valuablelives.”

“Now then, Mister Guard,” went on the highwayman, “as each pocket isturned out, you will hand me the
contents. Now then, Colonel, let’s seethelinings.”

“General, sir. General,” corrected old Troubridge, with a dignity that was somewhat impaired by the indignity of
turning out his pockets, and handing the contents to the guard.

A gold watch, afat purse of guineas, and a signet ring were the only itemsthat attracted Mister Bone' sinterest.
He had thrust one of his pistolsinto the holster as he took the articles one by one from the guard’ s hand and



examined them by the light of the coach lamp. The purse and watch he dropped into the capacious side pocket of
hisriding coat, but the ring he gave back to the guard saying: “A family ring. I'll not rob a gentleman of his crest.
Giveittothe General,and I'll take your spurs, sir, instead. A pair of good spurs are always useful.”

“Damnis, sir,” retorted the General, “they are part of my uniform.”

“Take‘em off,” ordered the highwayman sharply, “or I'll have your sword, boots and breechestoo.”

Fuming with rage, the general sat himself down on the coach step, removed his spurs and handed them over.

“Thank you, General,” laughed Jimmie Bone. “And now inside with you and let us have alook at the property of
theother officer.”

Major Faunce produced two purses, threerings, not signets, agold watch, ajewelled snuff-box, and a diamond
brooch from hiscravat. Hetook his misfortune with philosophy until Jimmie Bone cast afavourable and inquisitive
eye upon his sabretache.

“Full of military papers, no doubt,” he said. “It will be amusing reading. It look bulky enough, and | dare say the
loss of whatever documentsit may hold will disorganize your command. Well, if it only keeps some poor devil of a
trooper from trouble, my carrying them away will be justified. Hand over the sabretache, my officer. Next
passenger, please.”

Withill grace the Mgjor stepped back into the coach to make way for His Grace of Canterbury.

At thesight of hisvictim’'sclerical garb, the highwayman uttered an oath, for which he quickly apologized with
the explanation: “A parson, eh? And no doubt | shouldn’t have sworn. But the sight of a parson in the way of
businessis always enough cause to make your humble servant annoyed, for | never yet robbed a parson upon the
high-road. An old witch oncetold methat if | robbed a servant of the Lord my luck would be out. So you may get
back into the coach, think alittle better of Jimmie Bone, thank God for His uniform which has saved your scanty
purse. Good night to you, Master Curate.”

The delighted Archbishop turned to climb back into the coach, when the guard sprang forward to help him with,
“Mind the step, Y our Grace.”

“Grace?’ repeated the highwayman. “Why, blessme, soitis, and I’'m stung. For if it ain't the old Aggerbagger
himself. Yes, sir, | am acquainted with your nickname since | once kept company with achambermaidin
Canterbury Precincts, and she told me that boys of the King’s School called you Aggerbagger behind your reverend
back. Well, sir, | will not break my rule even for you, who no doubt carries more guineasin his pockets than your
military companions.”

As soon as the door was closed against the Archbishop, Jimmie Bone addressed the guard with: “And now you
will help the old coachman to unharness the horses, which you will hold on each side of the coach. Thiswill keep
you occupied and your itching fingers away from your artillery, for which serviceto me| will spare you the
necessity of turning out your own pockets.”

The two servants quickly availed themselves of their chance, and as soon as the highwayman saw that the horses
were being led to the sides of the coach, he gave them a cheery wave of hishand and, crying out, “My compliments,
gentlemen,” he turned his magnificent horse and galloped away into the blackness of the trees.

While the servants were reharnessing the horses, the Archbishop with a curious lack of tact remarked to the
General that the fellow was not without his good points.

Theirritated general replied hotly: “Thefact that he did not rob Y our Grace will not savehim asfar asI’'m
concerned. | shall hunt him down, sir, and attend his hanging with agreat relish.”

“1 wonder, sir,” said the Major, “whether he could by any chance be the other candidate for your gallows. |
mean, could this rascal be the Scarecrow of Romney Marsh?’

“No, sir,” retorted the General. “It’'s been proved very conclusively that they are not the same. Haveyou
forgotten the occasion when this Bone held up the guinea coach and wasin turn robbed by the Scarecrow and his
men? It wasthetalk of the county.”

‘I remember well enough, sir,” replied theMagjor. “But | have |ately been wondering whether that many not have
been aruse, afriendly ruse on the part of the Scarecrow to clear the name of the highwayman. And yet why should
the leader of the smugglers have wished to dispel arumour so greatly to his own advantage, unless, asit occurred to
mejust now, they are one and the same?’

The General shook hishead violently. “My brother, the Admiral, was talking much the same sort of nonsense to
me but the other day, and | don’t hold withit. However, it makesvery little difference now, for | swear that | will
bring not only the Scarecrow but this highwayman to book before very long. We'll see what our host hasto say
about it tonight. Sir Henry isaJustice of the Peace, and as Lord of Lympne he must for his own honour bestir
himself and give us every assistance.”

“And | am sure hewill,” said the Archbishop. “And so will the Squire of Dymchurch, Sir Antony Cobtree.”



“1”m not so sanguine about that gentleman,” put inthe Major. “Heisapt to get very testy when outside people
interferewith hisrule upon the Marsh. We have seen that in the past.”

“Other people haveto interfere,” replied the General, “when he shows, or seems to show, no interest in putting a
stop to the scandal of his Marsh. However, | shall certainly consult him again.”

“1 think the wisest man to consult would be Doctor Syn, hisVicar,” said the Maor. “Heisaways out and about
amongst hisMarsh flock, and no doubt hears agreat deal more confidences than the Squire. Whether he would
betray such confidence for the good of the parish | cannot say.”

“Doctor Synisaconscientious man, certainly,” answered the Archbishop. “Heisnot the manto break a
confidence that his cloth would forbid, but he might well see hisway into persuading one of hisflock to turn King's
Evidencefor the good of the community. | will speak to him myself on the subject.”

“He certainly gave us very valuable assistance before,” said the Mgjor. “It was he who organized the Marshmen
to assist our Dragoons, but the Scarecrow was one too many for them asfor us.”

“Ah, well,” sighed the Archbishop, “as the Psalmist tells us, the ungodly may flourish for atime like the green
bay tree, but eventually we seek him and his place can nowhere be found.”

“Y our text certainly fitsthis Scarecrow, but in the wrong way,” remarked the Genera dryly. “1 for onewould be
delighted if his place could be found. Heiscertainly the most elusive gentleman that ever | encountered. But 1’1l
get him, aye, and this rascally Bone aong with him.”

The horses were ready once more. The coach lurched forward, and the Archbishop was again bumped this way
and that asthe stout General swayed against him with every jolt of the road.

Meanwhile, Jimmie Bone had descended Lympne Hill, and was galloping hard along the winding roads of
Romney Marsh, till at last he saw the lighted cottage he was looking for, and which his good horse knew aswell as
hedid. A lonely dilapidated cottage surrounded by fields that were broad dyked, and inhabited by an old witch
named Mother Handaway .

The poor old harmless creature was avoided by the Marsh folk, especially after dark, for many rumours were
afoot concerning her. Her cats, her cauldron and her eccentricities caused her to be shunned by God-fearing folk,
who although smugglers were yet sufficiently righteousto fear the devil and his servants.

The isolation of the old woman suited our highwayman perfectly, especially as she owned a stable so cunningly
hidden that the presence of his horse and another’ s was never dreamed of by the passer-by by day. This stable, built
of stone below ground like a pit, was concealed behind acow-house. Itsroof was covered with growing grass. The
door stood in the steep side of a deep dry dyke, and when shut looked like a stack of bulrush reeds put up for drying.
It had been made years gone by for asmugglers’ hide.

Uttering a curious whistle, Jimmie Bone leapt his horse from the road across a broad dyke and, crossing afield,
|eapt another and yet athird, which surroundedthe little farmyard. At hissignal Mother Handaway had lighted the
lamp, and by the time the horseman entered the yard she had opened the secret door. At the far end of the
subterranean stable the highwayman saw another black horse, higher, bigger-boned and fiercer than the fine animal
which herode. Ashe put hisown horseinto the stall, he jerked his head towards thefar stall and addressed the
witch: “So the Scarecrow does not ride tonight.”

“The word had been passed for next Thursday,” shereplied. “A greater landing of contraband than has ever yet
been attempted.”

“Well, | didn’t do so badly myself tonight,” laughed the highwayman, sitting down upon a rough bench and
emptying his coat pocket of the treasures.

“Two gallant officers, and a parson whom | didn’t rob, you'll be pleased to hear, since you have warned me
against it. However, the more| think of it, the more | regret it, for the old fellow was none el se than the Archbishop
himself, and no doubt rolling in guineas. Now then, Mother, since you cannot read and | can, givethe horsearub
down while I glance through these papers which | removed from the officer’ s sword-hanger.”

Emptying the contents of the sabretache beside him on the bench, he went rapidly through them. ‘Routinework,
Mother. Nothing but dispositions of troops, billsfor fodder, lists and rubbish not worth the paper they are written
on. Hallo, though, what’sthis?” Seizing one of the papers, he held it closer t o the stable lantern. Asthe old witch
watched him out of the corner of her cunning eye she saw that he was deeply moved by what he read, but she knew
him well enough not to interrupt. She went on rubbing down the tired horse, and then saw to the food in the manger.

“Don’t give him any more food, Mother,” he cried out suddenly as he jumped to hisfeet, “for it ain't good for a
beast to go al out on afull stomach, and it seemsto methat | must saddle up again immediately.” He glanced
through the writing once more and then shook the paper in the old woman’sface. “Here' s as pretty a piece of
military knavery asever | heard of, and the Scarecrow must know of it at once. Store those trinkets there for me,
though I’ carry the money with me. It'samercy that | thought of collecting these papers, or the scarecrow would



have wakened up on Friday morning in Dover Castle with asentry at his door and a gallows pole thrust through the
window.”

Thrusting the paper into his coat pocket, and sweeping the purses after it, he motioned the old woman to collect
the other trinkets while he once more saddled up hishorse.

“Dover Castle for the Scarecrow,” cackled the old witch. “And what of that? He'd be amatch for ‘em even
there, dearie. He' sthevery devil heis, and the only chains he'll ever be fettered with are the chains of hisown
black conscienceforged in hell. When first | had dealings with him, he told me he was the devil, and since then he
has proved it a score of times. Still, good luck to him, for the devil looks after his own, as| have good causeto
know.”

So once more Mr. Bone braved the wind, the rain and the darkness, setting his horse at a gallop acrossthe Marsh
to Dymchurch.

CHAPTER 3

DOCTOR SYN'SBLACK LIST

In the ordinary way of business, which in his case was robbery on the high-road, Mister Bone would not have
imposed upon atired horse which had already carried him many milesthat night. No, the highwayman wastoo fond
of hishorsefor that. Besideswhich, he knew that often he depended upon the animal’ s strength and loyalty, but this
was adifferent matter. Jimmie Bonerode histiredhorse hard, knowing that if he could not get immediate word

with Doctor Syn, the pick of the Marshmen, amongst whom he counted many friends, would be food for the

galows. So on through the storm he rode, determined to reach Dymchurch Vicarage before the parson was abed.

Meanwhile, by the help of aroaring fire, asmoking bowl of hot rum punch, good Virginiatobacco, and stout
shutters close fastened against the howling night, Doctor Syn and Sexton Mipps were managing pretty well to forget
the storm that raged outside. Their conversation turned on cargoes, names of vessels and skippers, lists of “hides’,
carriers, horses and pack ponies, and every now and then the Doctor would rap out such aremark as: “Not sure, eh?
Not quite sure. Oh, but we mustbe. Look it up, my good Mipps. Look it up. Refer to the Register, the Parochial
Register.”

Whereupon Mippswould drag from an iron chest agreat tome marked “ Register of Burialsin the Parish of
Dymchurch-under-theWall, County of Kent.”

Needless to say, there were no burials recorded in that particular book, but only reckonings of contraband and
other business, connected with the smugglers. It wasindeed the Night-riders' daybook.

The two men presented amarked contrast. Doctor Syn, as he roseto relight his churchwarden pipe from the
candle flame, looked tall, gaunt and elegant, hislong romantic face deeply lined, his cheeks hollow and his brow
noble. A sad aloofness seemed to envelop him like a cloak as he stared down into the fire. The sexton was small
and wiry, with an inquisitive nose like a sniffing terrier’ s, and had always shown such loyal appreciation of his
master’ s greatness, whether as Parson, Pirate or Smuggler, that he had begun to be acomic counterpart of Doctor
Syn. When they were together the sexton was subservient, though ready to amuse or to be amused as his master
demanded. But alone he would clothe himself in his hero’s mannerisms, and hold his own accordingly with any
man in the parish.

Suddenly the Vicar changed the subject of contraband by asking, “By the way, did you think of bringing me that
coil of rope | asked you for?’

“Leftitinthehall,” nodded the sexton. “Nice bit of broken bell-rope, what | had kept as being likely to comein
handy for thelowerin’ of coffins. If you want it now, sir, I’ll getit.”

“Do,” replied the Doctor.

When Mipps reappeared with vast coils over his shoulder, he found his master writing in anotebook he had never
seen before. Too well trained to interrupt his old captain, he waited patiently till Doctor Syn had finished writing.
Looking up, the Vicar caught the look of curiosity in the sexton’sface, and as he closed the book he asked,
“Wondering what thislittle volumeis, my good Mipps?’

“1 wasjustthinking I’d never seen it before, Vicar,” replied Mipps evasively.

“Mark the cover, my little sexton,” said Syn with asmile. “Itisblack. A black book. And the contentswill be
before long as black asthe cover. Do you remember that we had such abook aboard the pirate ship, and that it
contained the names of al the black sheep in the pirate flocks that flocked to the Spanish Main? Well, | find that



such abook may prove of valueto ushere. Thelistisaready started, and we must keep it in the iron chest yonder.
It must never be seen by other eyesthan our own. It will prove, asit were, awarning to ourselves, and a safeguard.
And God help the name against which | put ablack spot, for that will mean that if death does not come to the name
in question, the name in question will bring death to us. In short, itisalist of suspected traitors and dangerous
enemies, and it must be your duty to fix your gimlet eye on ‘em. Forewarned isforearmed, and if Death isto be let
loose, let it not be our livesthat are demanded. Aye, my hearty, thisisthe black book of Romney Marsh.”

“Who'sinit?" asked Mippseagerly. “I'djust like to know, so asto adjust my spy-glass on ‘em, so to speak,
with no waste of time.”

“You shdl know dl in good time,” replied Syn. “At the moment, however, | happen to be more interested in the
coil of rope, for if | can do with it what | imagine | can, it may prove a safeguard against one or many of the names
that may eventually be written in thisblack book. But | need your help.”

The Vicar took the coil of rope from the sexton’ s shoulder.

“Get out your knife,” he ordered, “and cut me alength that will go twice round my body, with enough over to
make aknot in the small of my back.”

Mipps measured the required length quickly, and then, producing a knife which he worein a sheath beneath his
coat skirt, cut it.

“Now,” went on the Vicar, “lash me up taut with arunning ‘ Chink’.”

“Y ou mean one of them dodgy knots what the Chinese juggler taught usin Maay?’ asked Mipps.

“That'sexactly what | mean,” assented the Vicar.

“What'stheidea, if | may ask?’ said Mipps.

“Just anidea,” chuckled Doctor Syn. “Anideathat may prove valuable oneday. | marvel that | never thought of
it before. 1’d better lie down so that you can get agood pull onit. It must be convincingly tight, so you must not
mind hurting my arms.”

Helay himself down full length, face downwards, on the heartrug, while the little sexton, with theskill of an old
sailor, adjusted the rope and pulled the curious knot taut with all his strength.

“Y ou remember how to do it?’ asked Syn.

“Try it,” replied Mipps.

The parson strained with his pinioned armstill he drew in his breath with a sharp hiss of pain. “That bitesinto
one'sflesh. But | am grateful to John Chinaman all the same.” Hethen rolled over onto hisback. “Now cut the
coilsin the centre of my chest,” ordered the Vicar.

Still mystified, the sexton obeyed. Leaving the rope spread out upon the heartrug, Doctor Syn got to his knees.
“1 shall want these ends longer. | need adouble turn around each wrist to hold it. Cut some more lengths, and copy
this design exactly but with longer ends.”

Unknotting the ropes, Mipps did as he was told, and fashioned the second set. “But what’sit for? He repeated.

“Observe,” chuckled Syn. “I throw the knot over my back so. | grip the ends beneath me, so. Andwhen| lie
down so upon my face | am holding the loose ends beneath my body and at the sametime | am keeping them taut
with my wrists. Now suppose you were to find me lying like this and calling for help, what would you do? What
would anyone do who wanted to help me?’

“Untie the knot of course,” nodded Mippswith agrin.

“Good,” chuckled Syn. “Well now, don’t you see that it might be very useful to appear to be trussed up by
villians?’

“Very convincing, sir asyou say,” replied Mipps. “Likewisevery tricky, doin’ it yourself.”

“Also, my good Mipps,” went on the Vicar as heroseto hisfeet, relighted his churchwarden pipe and sat himself
down in his high-backed Jacobean chair, “| have long realized that it takes the Scarecrow some minutes to transform
himself into the Vicar of Dymchurch. So far this has not mattered much, for there has always been time and to
spare. But, aswe should both know from our own experiences, there are occasions when aman’ slife hangs on
seconds rather than minutes, and therefore it isonly logical that those precio us minutes should be reduced to
seconds. Infuture, therefore, the Scarecrow’ sragswill cover the Parson’s cloth, and from now on, whenever the
Scarecrow rides, he will carry thisfantastic rope design sewn into thelining of hislong wild cloak. That youwill
see to tomorrow.”

Suddenly Syn raised afinger of warning. “Listen,” hesaid. “There' sahorse onthe gravel.”

Mipps heard it too, despite the noise of the storm, and they both heard something else which caused Mipps to
leap to hisfeet and pick up hisold brass-barrelled blunderbuss which he had stood in the corner by the door.

Three hoots of an owl followed by the shrill cry of acurlew.

“Thesignal,” whispered Mipps.
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“On such anight as this the matter must be urgent indeed.” Replied the Vicar. “Whoever it may be must have
sought you at the Coffin Shop, and then come on here. Use caution. Take him to the stable, and let me know,
remembering, of course, that Doctor Syn had nothing to do with the smugglers.”

Mipps tucked his blunderbuss under his arm, letting go the trigger spring which adjusted the bayonet, dagger, and
thus prepared to meet emergency he crossed the hall and undid the front door on the chain. Outside stood therain
soaked figure of Jimmie Bone.

“Quick,” urged the highwayman. “1 must seethe Vicar at once. My nag will wait, but my business cannot.”

The horse stood by the garden gate beneath the trees. “Heisagood sentinel,” said the highwayman. “He would
let no one through that gate without giving me awarning neigh. | fear | am awet visitor.”

Mipps led the way to the study.

Now Jimmie Bone had had good cause to rust the well-beloved Vicar of Dymchurch, so that on entering the
room he did not hesitate to remove the badge of his profession, ablack silk mask. The Vicar had aso learnt long
since that he could trust the highwayman, and so had not hesitated to allow him to share with Mipps the secret of the
Scarecrow’ sidentity. Sincethey were both of aheight, and both fearless horseman, it was upon occasions very
useful to have a second figure of the dread Scarecrow with which to draw ared herring across the track of hostile
pursuers.

“My faith,” cried Doctor Syn when he saw the wet coat and muddy boots of hisvisitor; “comein, man, and warm
yourself insideand out, for to ride abroad on such anight indicates that your businessisurgent. Dry your coat by
thefire and take this glass of hot punch.”

“1’ve no time but for the matter in hand, sir,” objected the highwayman.

“Nonsense,” cried the Vicar. “A gentleman adventurer can always find time for agood drink, and | protest that |
will not listen to aword you say, till you have consumed your first glass, and you may speak while | refill it.”

So Jmmie Bone swallowed thefirst glass at adraught, while the genial cleric waited with punch ladleto
replenishit.

“My haste concerns both of us, sir,” hesaid. “Thereisa piece of newswhich | have hit upon by good fortune
which you must hear yourself, and for myself —well, when | tell you that within the hour | have held up another
coach and taken toll of it, you will seethat | have held up another speedily as possible back to old Mother
Handaway’ s and safe hiding.”

“Ah, you have taketoll, have you?’ repeated the parson. “Then | takeit you have dutifully sought me out as
your parson to whom you delight to pay legal tithe out of your illegal gains.”

Thiswas not atogether ajoke on Doctor Syn’s part, though he appreciated the humour of the situation, because it
was part of Mr. Bone's curious code of honour of the situation, because it was part of Mr. Bone' s curious code of
honour to pay to the parson atenth of al hisill-gotten gains, and it was duly entered into Church Accounts as an
anonymous gift to the Sick and Needy Fund.

“You shall certainly take you tithe, reverend sir,” he answered. “Here arethe purses, so that you can count it over
yourself, and there will be more to come for your Poor Fund when | have turned some pretty tinketsinto gold. It
might have been agreat deal more had not my conscience forbade meto rob a parson.”

“Well, parsons are not rich men asarule,” laughed Syn.

“No, but | venture to think that the Archbishop would carry afew guineas with him as hetravels.”

“Have you held up the Archbishop’s coach, you rogue?’ asked the Vicar.

“But | did not rob him,” replied the highwayman. “1 contended myself with the two officers.”

“What, my old friends General Troubridge and Major Faunce?” exclaimed Syn. “I heard they were
accompanying His Grace to Lympne. Was this upon Stone Street, or nearer at hand?’

“To beexact, on Quarry Hill, at the very spot where you held me up after robbing the guinearunners. But, sir,”
continued Mr. Bone, “I think you have little cause to call the General and Major your friends, for they were hot on
your track once.”

“Aye, and will beagain.” Laughed Syn. “Indeed, | have but afew minutes ago entered their August namesin my
Black Book, of which we were speaking just now, my good Mipps. | think that our valiant Dragoons will not |et
revenge rest though they are now promoted.”

“| can soon give you proof that you areright there, sir,” went on Bone. “It pleased meto rob the Major of his
sabretache, which contained papers, and amongst them this,” and he held out the document that had caused him to
ride so fast through the storm. “Read it, reverend sir, and you will see that someone has betrayed the Scarecrow.
The ‘run’ planned for Thursday is known to the authorities, and those damned Dragoons are counting on it to take
the Scarecrow prisoner.”

Doctor Syn read the document through twice and then chuckled. “My dear fellow, although my cloth hardly
permits meto applaud your mode of livelihood, | confess that you are a better friend to certain misguided folk on
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Romney Marsh than these eminent soldiers appear to be. If | remember rightly, this Scarecrow, whoever he may
be" (and at thisMr. Bone and Mr. Mipps exchanged awink and asmile), “distinctly scored over these military
gentlemen last year. Infact | will go so far asto say that he made them both look damnably ridiculous.”

Doctor Syn continued: “This paper goesto prove, asyou say, that their recent promotion has not cured them of a
deplorablelust for revenge, and they are willing to use the might of England on their own authority to gainit. This
will mean grave trouble to many of the Marshmen, and since these officers are no parishioners of mine, | think it my
bounden duty to look first after my own flock and range myself against the officers. | will visit them and seeif |
cannot ascertain alittle more than these details hint at. A full regiment of Dragoons moved from Canterbury to
Dover Castleto bein readiness, eh? That shows avery serious antagonism on the part of the army against his
Scarecrow.”

“Whoever he may be,” added Mipps facetioudly.

“But you can find meansto stop the Thursday ‘run’, | takeit,” said the highwayman.

“Oh, | do not think the Scarecrow would do that, do you?’ replied the Doctor innocently. “No, but if you will
return me these officers' trinkets, so that | can take them with these purses and papers to the General, | will not only
see that you are compensated for your loss but will be told the exact plansthey are about to take, and in all
probability the name of their informer.”

“If it isto serve the Scarecrow, whoever he may be,” smiled the highwayman, “why, I’ll return the full swag and
be damned to the compensation. My night’s adventure with all its wetness will be well worth my painsif the safety
of certain people onthe Marshis assured.”

“Thank you,” nodded Syn. “Now have another drink and get away into hiding. Our friend Mipps here will call
upon you for the trinkets and bring you the latest news.”

“Aye, sir,” replied Bone, “and | shall be glad to know what they intend to do about the robbery, for | take it that
they’ll raise ahowl, whether the goods are returned or not.”

The highwayman’s conjecture proved to be right, for the next evening, when the Archbishop occupied the
Dymchurch pulpit, His Grace chose for histext “ Render unto Caesar”, and thundered out disapproval against the
local scandal of the Scarecrow and Mr. Bone. He urged strongly thatit was the bounden duty of every law-abiding
citizen to assist the authoritiesin bringing the rascalsto justice, and practically accused the congregation of being in
aposition to do so.

Sir Henry Pembury, who accompanied the Archbishop with General Troubridge and Mgjor Faunce, went even
further, for during supper at the Court House he lost histemper and stated definitely that their host, Sir Antony
Cobtree, if not an actua participant in the smuggling, was at least sympathetic, and no doubt increased hisincome
by its success. Despite the presence of the Archbishop, and the calming influence of Doctor Syn, high words
ensued, Sir Antony affirming stoutly that he was prepared to defend his honour in the usual way against any
gentleman who doubtedit. The Archbishop agreed with Doctor Syn that it ill behooved two Justices of the Peaceto
fight aduel, at which Sir Antony laughed, pointing out theimpossibility of poor old Pembury fighting anyonetill he
had cured himself of the gout. Thisset Sir Henry into afurther passion, so that he called for his coach, and drove
back to Lympne Castle with his guests, in the highest dudgeon.

When Doctor Syn had clamed down the irate Squire of Dymchurch, he urged him to take an early opportunity of
apologizing for the remark about the gout, when no doubt Sir Henry would also take back his unwarranted
insinuations.

“1 believe the old fool takes mefor the Scarecrow himself,” said Sir Antony.

“Well, at least | should take that asagreat compliment,” replied Synwithasmile. “You arestill asgood in the
saddle, Tony, as ever you were, so at least you might qualify for the Scarecrow’ s horsemanship. | suppose you and
thisBonerascal are the best ridersin the county.”

“Which is more than canbe said for you,” laughed Sir Antony. “Until you get an animal more fiery than your
own, no one will suspect you of being the Scarecrow.”

The Squire was thinking of Doctor Syn’ s fat white pony, but the Vicar, far from being offended, laughed too,
thinking of the great fierce beast called Gehenna, which the Scarecrow rode, and which the Squire, for al his career
in the hunting field, could never have managed.

Now, late at night, it was customary for Sexton Mippsto call at the Vicarage, for orders, parochia or otherwise,
and also to impart such news, parochial or otherwise, which he may have gleaned at either the Ship Inn or the City
of London Tavern, for the tidings of the Marsh crept in many a mysterious way to these houses of resort.

Onthis Sunday night Syn’ sfirst demand wasthat Mipps should unlock theiron chest and give him the black
book, into which he carefully wrote aname.

“Putting in another, sir?’ asked the inquisitive Mipps.

“Aye,” nodded Syn. “And no |ess a person than the Archbishop.”



“He certainly attacked the smuggling, didn’t he?’ replied Mipps.

“Hedid,” agreed the Vicar. “And do you know, | am not sure that he does not deserve alesson. | should liketo
see him repeat that sermon, not in the safety of our church, but out on the Marsh one of these nights and to afull
congregation of Demon Riders. It would be ahumourous situation. Aye, very tempting. But there are other names
to deal with first, and | think we shall be starting somehow with our old enemies, Troubridge and Faunce. The
Dragoons are being moved to Dover tomorrow, in order to terrorize the Night-riders. Well | rather think that the
Scarecrow may terrify the Dragoonsfirst. Wewill ride to Dover Castle on Tuesday and open the campaign. Let us
drink successto what | think may prove to be the Scarecrow’ s most daring adventure.”

“Well, sir,” replied the sexton, “I’'min the dark, certainly, but it has never been my way to refuse adrink.”

CHAPTER 4

IN DOVER CASTLE

Two days later, Doctor Syn rose early, mounted his white pony, and accompanied by Mipps, mounted upon the
churchyard donkey, was by noon being challenged by the Dover sentries. Owing to the fact that the cavalry had
suddenly been billeted upon the infantry garrison at the Castle, agood deal of confusion and congestion was the
result, and no one seemed to know where one authority ended and the other began.

Thusit was that Doctor Syn was kept a considerable time before permission was gained for him to enter the
presence of the General, and in amild way he complained of thistreatment as he shook hands with old Troubridge.
“1 am abusy man, Genera, and | came at some inconvenience entirely out of serviceto you. In short, sir, | wasvery
distressed to hear of your misfortune with that audacious highwayman, and was the more determined to do thelittle
in my power to rectify your loss. Inthis| have been successful. | have recovered your property. Watches, purses
and papers. It only needsfor you to identify them.” Saying which, Doctor Syn produced the various articles and
spread them out before the delighted officer.

“But how did you accomplish this, in heaven’sname?’ he asked.

“Well, it wasjust that, you see. In heaven’s name, and none else. | wrestled with the sinner’ s consciencein
heaven’s name, and so prevailed.”

“You mean that you confronted the highwayman yourself?’ asked the General.

The parson shook hishead. “I could hardly do that, since | had no ideawhereto find him. But | did happen to
know awoman of the Marsh with whom he has been keeping company. | visited her. | reasoned with her, and at
last, on a sacred promise from methat | would not divulge her name, she confessed that this notorious and wicked
highwayman had made her a gift of your property. Thewoman | do not find it in my heart to blame. She has got
into the company of wicked men.”

“Well, we' |l not ask you her name, since you gave your word not to betray her,” said the General largely.

“But there is something else which | discovered,” went on the parson, “and for that | gave no pledge of secrecy.
Indeed my conscience rather tellsmethat | should tell you. On leaving thiswoman’ssick-bed, | happened to
overhear a conversation between some men below stairswho were not aware that | wasin the house. In brief, sir,
the robbing of your papers hasinformed the smugglers that you know the intended head quarters of the Scarecrow
during the ‘run’ of contraband planned apparently for next Thursday. How you knew about this‘run’ | do not ask.
It is no business of mine.”

“But I'll tell you. And very simply too,” laughed the General. “I got in touch with acertain man whom |
strongly suspect has been asmuggler himself. On the promise of afifty-guineapurse with King’s protection, he
offered to betray this Scarecrow, which he did, telling me that his headquarters are to be at a spot called Walland's
Barn.”

“Ah,” sighed the parson, “but you seethat isall changed. The Scarecrow will now use alonely house on the
Hytheroad called Cade' s Farm. Y ou could take him there. 1 can show you the exact spot upon the map. He will be
there, | have heard, between two and three in the morning.”

The General beamed at the parson. “| am greatly indebted to you, sir.”

“We shall be greatly indebted to you, sir, for ridding our Marshes of such ascoundrel,” he replied.

“Ah, well,” boasted the General, “| pay my debts, and | owethisrascal arevenge. Asfor this‘run’ on Thursday,
why, they may land every keg and barrel for aught | shall interfere. No, sir. Neither shot nor man will | spare on
Customs business save to put a halter round the man’ s neck who dared to make afool of me when | was Colonel of
Dragoons.”
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“That would be my advice, sir,” replied the parson. “Let the ‘run’ go forward uninterrupted, so that you can stop
further smuggling by getting the Scarecrow.”

“And by your help I'll doit, reverend sir; and once | have him here—But come with me, and I'll show you where
| mean to house him till I hang him.”

The General led Doctor Syn to the top of the Castle, and flinging open adoor, showed him alarge bare room
with agreat window devoid of any glass. “Thiswill be the Scarecrow’s prison, sir,” he said.

“Thoseiron barsare very wide,” remarked the Doctor. “A thin man might well squeeze through them.”

The General laughed. “It would but save the hangman. Look for yourself.”

Doctor Syn climbed on to the windowsill and peered down through the bars. “What aheight!” he shivered.
“Never had ahead for them. | sometimes get the vertigo in alofty pulpit.”

“It would be an unpleasant drop, certainly,” said the officer. “Nasty cobblestones below. | shall post asentry
there, and one outside thisdoor. He'll have the key, and will look in every half-hour, as there’ s no peep-hole, just to
make sure the prisoner is safe.”

Back in the Genera’ s quarters, the pompous soldier again thanked the doctor for hisloyal services, and asked if
there were anything he could do in return.

“Well, yes,” hesitated Doctor Syn. “I should liketo visit the Scarecrow immediately heis caught. | an somewhat
successful in caling sinners to repentance. But really, General, even now | have no great faith that we shall catch
him.”

“Well, | have,” returned the General, “and to proveit toyou, hereis your pass on my authority. Come when you
please. Call thesinner to repentance if you are so minded, though for my own part | should let him go to hell.”

And so Doctor Syn |eft the Castle with awarrant from the General to visit the ciiminal known as the Scarecrow.
And as Syn said to Mipps on the long ride home, “So sureis he of catching this Scarecrow that it seemsasinto
disappoint him.”

“Put such ideas out of your head, sir,” urged Mipps.

‘My good Mipps, it istime that the Scarecrow gained the reputation of being supernatural,” said the Vicar. “I
can see my way to makeit appear so. The time has come when we must strike terror into the hearts of our followers
aswell asof our enemies. | do not like the thought that thereisatraitor in our midst.”

That night Doctor Syn once more closeted with Mipps, laid plans and gave orders, while the sexton, for the
thousandth timein hislife, marvelled at his master’ s supreme daring, which he grudgingly had to admit had never
failed them.

His apprehensions were shared by every man upon the Marsh who had received ordersto be “out” upon that
Thursday night, especially when it became known the dragoons had trotted in full strength through Hythe. But the
grim Scarecrow on hisfierce black horse, Gehenna, rode here and there, laughing at their fears and declaring that no
regiment would attack hismen. However, this particular “run” was so vast, and so much money per man was at
stake, that, despite their great |eader’ s assurance, ageneral nervousness prevailed, which did not ceasetill the last
vessel had put back to seaempty, and the last pack pony had reached the hillsto hideitsgoods. Then only did it
seem possible that the Scarecrow wasright.

“It would have been a serious loss had such a cargo astonight’ s been captured,” laughed the Scarecrow as he
rode at afast trot with immie Bone beside him.

Presently he drew rein. “No nearer,” hewhispered. “I'll foot therest. Mustn’t involve you or our good horses.
Do you take my Gehennaback to stable.”

“And if anything goeswrong with you,” replied the highwayman, “ why, I’ll storm the Castle singleOhanded and
release you or go hang for it.”

The Scarecrow shook his head. “Things don’t go wrong with me somehow. Solong asthisgale continues, | am
safe enough,” and handing his reins to his companion, he strode off on foot towards the trap he knew was set for
him.

Some two hours later Mgjor Faunce entered the General’ s leeping quarters. “All’swell, sit. Thanksto Doctor
Syn, we'vegot him. He' ssafein the corner Tower room. A repulsivelooking devil if ever therewasone. Drunk
and very ribald. Sang bawdy songs and uttered blasphemy thewholeway. | tell you sir, the whole regiment was
half afraid of him.”

He' ll be afraid of usin the morning,” laughed the delighted General.

CHAPTERS

THE SCARECROW SLEAP
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The night began to pale, though the land gale continued to howl round the Castle and out to the seabelow. Inthe
grey dawn Mipps entered the Main Guard gates behind a string of vegetable carts. But he did not follow them to the
cook-house. He walked straight across to the Castle door, which was open. A cavalry sentry wastalking to an
infantry sentry in low tones. Mippswalked on by them bold as brasswith acheery, “Herewe areagain.” The
cavalry mean thought the infantryman knew him. The infantryman thought the same of the cavalryman. So Mipps
passed unchallenged and wasin the Castle. It would have taken more than a sentry or two to keep him out. He
knew the Castle well, and made straight for the tower stairway. Up he went to the top and approached the wretched
sentry, who had been shuddering at the prisoner’ s blasphemy.

“Who areyou?’ demanded the sentry with a start.

“Servant to the parson what has come to urge the prisoner to ‘ oly repentance. Doctor Syn, you know. He'sdown
with the General. Look, here' sthewarrant for you to unlock the door. He'll be up here soon. My word, what awful
languagehe’ sa-usin’ in there!”

“Aye, what with that and the cold of these stone walls and the howling gale, it’sthe worst guard | ever mounted
inmy life” The sentry nodded at the signature of Genera Troubridge. It wasall in order.

“Wee, mate, for al I'm aparson’ s servant, | ain’t narre-minded, and | have something here to keep out the cold.
Halves, mate,” and Mipps, drawing a bottle of brandy from his pocket and tilting half of the raw spirit down hisown
throat, passed it over to the sentry.

Nothing loth, the sentry gulped it down with thanks. “Good stuff. | could do with acask of that,” he said.

“Ain’'t got acask on me, but I’ ve another bottle,” replied Mipps. “Y ou havefirst go.”

The soldier had hardly taken his share when his eyes glazed and he staggered. Mipps caught him and lowered
him gently to the ground.

“Aye, that was opium, that was,” he chuckled. He bent over the knocked-out soldier and poured the rest through
histeeth. Hethen drew out athird bottle, and poured good brandy all over the soldier’ stunic. “Now youwon't ‘alf
smell like an Abstainers Outin’,” he said. Then hetaped at the cell door and whispered, “ Ready?’

“Ready,” came the whispered answer.

Then there came such apiercing yell that it awakened the whole Castle. Mipps fled down the stairs, shouting for
Major Faunce. A sentry far below on the ramparts |ooked up to the Tower, and to his unspeakable horror he saw a
black shape crawling through the bars. Then the Thing leaped outwards above his head. The gale caught it and
blew out Its black garments, and then right over the Castle walls and out to seawhirled the wild rags of the
Scarecrow. With ascream of terror the sentry bolted for the Guard-room.

“What isit?’ demanded the Mgjor.

“What ain'tit,” retorted Mipps. “Oh, your drunken guard! Oh, your inebriated sentry! Oh, what abrute! You
know me, sir, Mr. Mipps of Dymchurch. Oh, rescue my master. The Scarecrow’skillin” him. Oh, poor Doctor
Syn visitin' the prisoner on the General’ s orderstoo, and then that drunken rogue of aguard lockin’ himin, because
hewas afraid to go in hisself. Any you should have heard the insults as he uttered to the man of God.”

It seemed that the sexton was crying out the awful truth. The sentry was drunk. Not adoubt about that. He lay
insensible with three empty bottles under him and he reeked of spirit. Alsoin one hand he clutched the warrant
giving Doctor Syn accessto the prisoner.

It was therefore with some apprehension that Mgjor Faunce unlocked the door of the cell.

Hisworst fearswere justified. There groaning on the floor lay Doctor Syn. His nest clerical wig and neat
parson’ s clothes |ooked pathetic as he lay there on hisface, tied around with rope

“Undo these cords. They'rekilling me,” he moaned.

Major Faunce saw the great knot on his back, and kneeling down tried to unlooseit, while the Doctor kept on
struggling as though to free his arms and moaning.

“Let metry, sir,” pleaded Mipps. “1 wasasailor in HisMajesty’ sNavy afore | took up with sextonin’. | knows
knots.”

Between them they unravelled the cruel knot, and while Major Faunce raised the Doctor, Mipps secreted the
ropesin his capacious pocket. He had no wish for the Major to examine those loose ends.

“But where' sthe prisoner?’ demanded the General, who had been summoned by the noise.

“He couldn’t have got through the door, because it was locked, sir,” said the Mgjor.

“I cantdl you, | cantell you,” gasped Doctor Syn pathetically. “The moment your sentry locked me in here—fir
he was afraid to come in himself—the prisoner attacked me, secured me with these ropes, which he ripped from the
lining of his cloak, and the—O God, | can hardly believe what | sanw—he wriggled through the barsthere and | eapt.
Unlessheisthedevil, you will find him crushed on the cobbl estones below.”
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But instead of any report of amangled body came the disquieting version of what the sentry had seen, namely a
flying black figure with agreat winged cloak that flew far out to sea.

“Aredl the sentries drunk?’ roared the General.

But that sentry was more lucky than hisfellow outside the cell, for other soldiers came forward, and Dover
townsmen too, who swore that they had al so seen the strange phenomenon of ablack figure, arms, legs, and all,
soaring out to sea.

The General, after venting his rage and disappointment upon the drunkard, whom he ordered into solitary
confinement pending the rope’ s end on hisrecovery, at least showed some humanity towards Doctor Syn, who
appeared to be suffering from shock, mental and physical.

“Upon my soul, Faunce,” he said, “but | am sorry for the person. He gets our property back from that damned
highwayman, he shows us how to catch the Scarecrow, herides all theway to Dover the moment he hears of the
arrest, and then gets woefully treated for hispains. But he don’t bear me any grudge. He said so when | put himin
my coach, and sent his back to Dymchurch. He'sagood man. A kind, forgiving, charitable old fellow, and | like
him.”

Mipps did not accompany his master in the coach, for, as hetold the General, he had to take back the Vicar's
pony and his own donkey which had carried them to Dover. The presence of these beasts, which Mipps had seen to,
confirmed the truth of their story. But Mipps made the most of thejourney, for on alonely strip of beach beyond
Sandgate he retrieved the Scarecrow’ s clothes that floated in with thetide. While congratulating himself that they
had all come ashore together, he noticed that they were roughly stitched together by pack-thread.

“Well, he'samarvel,” hesaid. “Thinksof everything. Fancy threadin’ aneedle and sewing with all that danger
round him. Nowonder it looked likeaman, andit’sanill gale that blows no one no good as they say.”

When he reached Dymchurch, the Vicar wasreported ill in bed, but Mipps was allowed to see him. The sexton
closed the bedroom door, tiptoed to the four-poster and solemnly winked at the night-capped Vicar.

“1 hear you have been to Dover, my good Mipps,” said Doctor Syn. “Very historic place, too. Fineold Castle, |
believe. They tell methere’ sawindow high up in the Tower there called ‘ The Scarecrow’sLegp’. Nicethings,
legends, | like*em. Andwhilel think of it, find out that sentry’ s name. We owe him compensation. A bag of
guineas with the Scarecrow” compliments, | think.”

“Yessir. Any more orders, Vicar?’

“Yes. Brandy.” And Doctor Syn fell to chuckling.

CHAPTER 6
THE SQUIRE OF LYMPNE SWAGER

The news of the Scarecrow’ s sensational escape from Dover Castle spread rapidly and reached London by way of
the stage coach, whereit quickly circulated through inns and taverns as well as becoming the chief topic of
conversation in the coffee-houses and fashionable gaming clubs, and, as Doctor Syn had conjectured, there were
many who attributed supernatural powersto the mysterious leader of the Romney Marsh smugglers.

Down in Dymchurch Mr. Mipps did all he could to encourage thisway of thinking, for he agreed with his master
that it was agood thing for the Scarecrow to strike terror into the hearts of friends and enemies.

Although Doctor Syn appeared to be considerably shaken by the rough treatment he had received at the
Scarecrow’ s hands, he did not neglect his parochial work, but was out and about amongst his parishioners within
two days of what he called his“ great adventure”. He chuckled with Mipps at the sympathetic inquiries he received
from everyone, and his usual answer was that he had no great wish to be locked again in that cell in Dover Castle.
But amidst all the excitement, he did not forget to seeto it that Sir Antony Cobtree should take steps to make up his
quarrel with “ Sir Henry Pembury, and he finally agreed that he would accompany his patron up to Lympne for this
purpose.

“And should he remain insulting, Tony,” he laughed, “remember to keep your temper.”

“Very well,” agreed Sir Antony, “we'll go up theretomorrow and | will promiseto avoid aduel if possible.”

That night Doctor Syn entered the mane of Sir Henry Pembury in his black book, and the next morning he
thought on thiswith amusement as he sat in the single-seat of the great dining-hall of Lympne Castle and basked in
the warmth of the pine logs.

After acold ride across the Marsh such heat was pleasant. He knew that his sturdy fat white pony that had
zigzagged its way aong the dyke-bound roads and then climbed the hill till the sea-mist was far beneath them was
now comfortably housed in one of the best stablesin the country. He appreciated the fact that the glass at his elbow
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contained the best sherry in Kent, which was whetting his appetite for what he anticipated would be as good a dinner
asany squirein England could give.

It did not disturb the genial Vicar in the least that his host was at the moment in afurioustemper. It merely
amused him. From the shelter of the great fireplace he watched him. Sir Henry Pembury, lord of the castle of
Lympne, was actually challenging Sir Antony Cobtreeto aduel. Thisdidnot disturb Doctor Syn at all, for he was
well awarethat the affair would end in smoke, because his own patron, the Squire of Dymchurch, was far too
generous aman to take advantage of Sir Henry’ sungovernablerage. Poor Sir Henry suffered from the gout. That
wasthetruth of it, and gout was a respectabl e disease that any gentleman might well cometo.

That they were both Justices of the Peace and that the argument was upon Law and Order only made the quarrel
the more diverting to the Doctor of Divinity. He wished that the two old knights could only seethemselvesin a
mirror to realize the absurdity of the whole business. Pembury was an old , fat, ponderous dandy. Cobtreewasa
hard-riding sportsman twenty years hisjunior, for Sir Henry was close on seventy. The only danger in the quarrel
was that Sir Henry might get a bad gout attack, for he was striding up and down the hall in an endeavour to appear
asyoung as Sir Antony.

“1 am well aware, gentlemen, that | am the aggressor,” he boomed out. “But | am well prepared to take the
consequences, and, as| have said, if it isafight you want, | am more than ready to meet you.”

“My good Harry,” laughed the Dymchurch Squires, “1 really could not think of obliging you, and | marvel that
one who is so excessively loyal to the government should suggest the advisability of two magistrateskilling each
other. Get over your spleen, man, as soon asyou can, so that doctor Syn and myself may enjoy your society, for
after such adamned damp ride we fully intend dining with you.”

“What you are pleased to call my spleen, sir,” retorted their host, “I regard as righteous indignation. Arethe
doings of last night to be repeated without any protest? Are my stablesto be broken open and my cattle taken by
your damned thieving Dymchurch smugglers whenever it suitstheir convenience?’

“Come, now, hardly ‘thieving’,” urged Sir Antony, “for | understand that your horseswere all returned.”

“In thefilthiest condition and ridden to death,” answered Sir Henry. “Y ou can see for yourselves, for they are
not yet groomed, as my stables cannot boast of asober man or boy. The whole pack of ‘em drunk, sir, on the brandy
|eft there by your smugglers. Isthat not cause for the spleen? What can you say to that, eh?’

Doctor Syn sipped his sherry and smiled. “Since | am preaching in your church next Sunday, | could certainly
read them ahomily on the evils of strong drink.”

“None of your clerical jokeswith me, sir,” snapped Sir Henry. “I’m saious, and | repeat what | have said before.
This mysterious person they call the * Scarecrow’ may terrorize the Romney Marsh. No doubt you find it convenient
to take no stepsto check him. But hewon’t terrorize me. Since he has had the impertinence to borrow my horses,
asyou say he had often borrowed yours, | intend to catch him and hang him myself. If you can’t rid the county of a
scoundrel, | can.”

“1f you succeed, sir,” said Dactor Syn quietly, “I do trust that you will hang him in Lympne rather than in
Dymchurch, for as | am always pointing out to Sir Antony, our gibbet is unpleasantly near the Vicarage.”

“| shall deal with him here, sir,” scowled Sir Henry. “We should never get him convicted at the Dymchurch
Court House, for your juryrmen would be scared of being involved. The rascal would turn King's Evidence against
thelot of them if he thought things were going against him.”

“I believe you wrong him there, sir,” replied Doctor Syn. “Though | naturally deplore the notoriety which the
Scarecrow has given to my parish, | confessthat | admire hisingenuity and daring. | think he would never turn
King's Evidence, since he has never turned his back yet on acomrade. In every case where aman has been taken
for offence against the Customs, he has rescued him. A saucy rascal, no doubt, but, we must own, aclever one.”

“He has made the Government alaughing-stock, I'll allow,” returned Sir Henry, “but if he makesme one, he's
cleverer that | take himto be. Thewitsin London may laugh at Dymchurch authorities, the Sandgate Customs, and
those darned Dragoons from Dover Castle, but they’ [l not laugh at Lympne.”

“Best be careful then, sir,” suggested Doctor Syn solemnly, “that the story of your drunken grooms goes no
further.”

“I'll stop them talking,” growled the Lord of Lympne, picking up aheavy hunting-crop from thetable. “I'll give
them something el se to chatter about. Aye, and you precious Scarecrow too,” and forgetting his good manners, he
flung out of the hall, banging the great door behind him.

“Harry’sagrand old bully when he' s crossed,” laughed Sir Antony, “and we'll pay him out by drinking the rest
of the sherry. Come, fill up, Doctor.”

“Shall we drink successto hisenterprise?’ asked the Doctor.

“For my part, | would rather drink to the Scarecrow,” replied the Squire.
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“Well, let’s put it that we drink to the better man of the two, and may he win,” said Doctor Syn, holding up his
glass.

“And that will be the Scarecrow, you mark my words, for if either of them isto be made alaughing-stock, | think
Sir Henry will earn thetitle” So both gentlemen drank to the “ better man”.

Fortunately for the grooms, their master’ s whirling hunting-crop ceased its activities on account of the arriva of
two riders leading their horses to the stables when the punishment was being carried out. One was his youngest
daughter Kate, apretty girl of nineteen, and the other a Cornet of Dragoons named Brackenbury. Though the young
man came of good family, Sir Henry did not approve of ayounger son for his daughter, and it added fuel to hisrage
when the soldier explained that he had cometo dinner on theinvitation of Lady Pembury, who it appeared had more
sympathy with hislove affair than her lord and master. Sir Henry wasin no mood to hide hisirritation, so it fell to
MissKateto put her lover more at ease.

“Come, Mister Brackenbury,” she laughed, “the boys will ook to our horses, and dispose of you great helmet.”

“He can mange forhimself without your fussing,” said Sir Henry. “Y ou get along and change your clothes, and
see that they lay extraplaces. We have Cobtree here from Dymchurch with his Vicar, Doctor Syn.”

With an encouraging smile for her lover Kate went about her duties, while Sir Henry with anill grace gave orders
for the officer’ shorseto be stalled. On the way back to the Castle young Brackenbury took occasion once moreto
plead his cause, urging that he had every reason to believe that Miss Kate liked him, and that Lady Pembury had
aready treated him with good favour. To Sir Henry’ s snorts at this, he attempted to paint such expectations as he
possessed in the most glowing colours, but Sir Henry was not encouraging.

“| fail to seewhy aPembury of Lympne should marry his daughter to nothing but expectations. Realize them
first, sir, and then let me hear amore definite proposal, though ‘tismost like it will betoo late, as my daughter isof a
marriageable age. But marry her to poverty | will not, sir.”

So it was asomewhat woebegone Dragoon that |eft his helmet in the outer hall and followed his host to the
dining-chamber, where he was formally introduced to the Dymchurch gentlemen.

During dinner Doctor Syn summed up how the land lay between Kate and the young soldier, especially as Sir
Henry, outwardly using the Scarecrow for his subject, railed against the crime of impertinence.

Sir Antony, who had agreat liking for Kate, who had confided the state of her feelings to his own daughters,
determined to take up cudgelswith Sir Henry on behalf of thelovers. So as soon asthe ladies had retired he asked
outright when Sir Henry was going to announce the joyful news of Kate' s betrothal.

“And to whom, sir?’ asked their host, amazed. “I have not heard any rumour of such happiness. Y our own son
isabit young for my daughters, | fancy.”

“1 was rather thinking of young Brackenbury here,” explained Sir Antony. “Y ou may recollect that both doctor
Syn and myself were at Oxford with the boy’ sfather, Sir Robert, and | naturally favour the match.”

The silence that followed this bluff statement was embarrassing. Sir Henry stared at the young officer as though
he had never seen him beforein hislife. Then, asthough his thoughts were wrenched unwillingly through his
clenched teeth, he raped out, “WEell, | confessthat | have not been in favour of this match, but by God” and he
brought hisfist crashing down onto thetable ashe said it, “ Yes, by God, I'll give Mister Brackenbury achance.
The day you bring thisinfamous Scarecrow into this room, bound, and hand him over to me as my prisoner, you
shall marry my daughter out of hand if sheisfree.

“These gentlemen from Dymchurch are my witnesses, and will tell you that whatever my faults, my word is my
bond, and is never broken. If, however, the rascal makes afool of you, as he has already made alaughing-stock of
Major Faunce, an excdllent officer as you know, and General Troubridge after him—well, then you must
discontinue your attentions to my daughter. 1'll allow you one month from today. If you fail, syou most certainly
will—why, then will be the time for meto tackle the rascal myself, and he will not make alaughing-stock of me.”

Thus was the bargain struck before witnesses, who felt no more confidence in the young man’s chance of success
than he did himself as he rode slowly back to his quartersin Dover Castle.

That night in the fastness of the Vicarage, behind closed doors and shutters, Doctor Syn entertained his parochia
factotum, Mister Mipps, to aplentiful allowance of excellent French brandy upon which no duty had been paid.

“1 find, my good Mipps,” said the Vicar genially, “that as one gets older one develops avery tolerant sympathy
towards the young.”

“Onedoes,” agreed Mipps, remembering his pirate days and a young negress in Savannah with whom he had
made a success.

“1 look at you, my old Master Carpenter,” continued the Vicar, “aways remembering the days when you and |
stood back to back and saved each other from athousand deaths. In smoke and steel we stuck together on the poop
deck then, and | am grateful.”
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“Referrin’ to the days when we carried the gospel amongst the pirates, eh, Vicar?' asked Mipps with aknowing
wink.

“That's so, Master Sexton,” nodded the Vicar, “and we did well together because we each stood by, proving each
other many times worthy of the name of friend.”

“That’ sright, Captain—I should say Vicar,” corrected Mipps.

“And now when | look at you | realize you' re getting old,” went on the Vicar. “Why, Mipps, your nose gets
more pointed every day, your skin’s cracked parchment and your tarred queue at the back of your half-bald head
sticks out for al the world like ajigger-gaff. Y our beady eyes are bright, though, still. Y ou were aways a shrunken
little dog.”

“My mother told me | waslike aferret thefirst hour | wasborn,” replied the sexton.

“You’ ve been fierce enough in atight corner slong as | have known you,” agreed the Vicar. “Y our mother’s
description was right. And am | getting older?’

“Much about the same still, Captain,” replied thelittle sexton. Y ou always give me the impression of asaintly
archangel what can move and think devilish quick when occasion calls.”

“Ah, yes,” sighed the Vicar. “Weretain agood deal of our younger days, I'll allow, and with luck we'll go
adventuring till Davy Jones.. But there are others, Mipps. Y oungsters, nice children with good looks, but not
endowed with our quick brains. We must do what we can to see that they inherit their own world.”

“What aredrivin’ a, Vicar?' asked the sexton suddenly.

“Merely that | am old and foolish enough to sympathize with young lovers.,” and Doctor Syn thereupon
recounted the plight of Corner Brackenbury and what had occurred at Lympne Castle.

At the end of the narrative Mipps shook his head, then winked. “Well, he'll never capture the Scarecrow, that’sa
certainty.”

Doctor Syn refilled the sexton’ s glass and then his own, before replying solemnly: “Y ou’ve stood by mein
tighter corners. That young man is going to take the Scarecrow as aprisoner to Sir Henry at Lympne Castle, see?
Unlock theiron chest and get me the dispositions of our next ‘run’. Let me see, next Thursday, isn't it?’

For the next two hours Doctor Syn and Sexton Mipps pored over detailed lists, checking cargoes, names of boats,
conceal ments aboard, hides ashore, lists of carriers, commandeered stables, guards and signallers. When thiswas
completed the Doctor ordered Mippsto leave him, s he had many plansto work out in order that the young Cornet
of Dragoons might win his bride.

“So you’' ve made up your mind to let yourself be captured?’ asked Mipps anxioudly.

“A captured man can always get away. | once escaped death on the scaffold steps, remember. We must help
these young people. Y ou are not losing your nerve, | hope?’

“Not so long asyou don’t lose your head,” replied the sexton.

CHAPTER7

THE MAN ON THE BLACK HORSE

The next day Doctor Syn rode to Dover Castle with arequisition signed by Sir Antony Cobtree, head M agistrate of
the Romney Marsh Level, for an officer and ten troopers to assist against a possible outrage by smugglers believed
to be attempted on the following Thursday. No senior officer wishing to meet with the like disaster that had befallen
their General and Major Faunce so recently, it was simple enough for young Brackenbury, on a hint from the good
Doctor, to get appointed to the command.

To the young officer Doctor Syn was convincing. “If you will pledge me your word of honour not to act on your
own initiative but to obey meto the letter, | in my turn will promise that you shall carry the Scarecrow as a prisoner
bound to Sir Henry. Such ordersas | cannot give myself will reach you by the mouth of my sexton, Mister Mipps.
But to no one el se must you pay attention, or you will fail.”

The young man was prepared to promise anything to achieve such ends, but his curiosity made him add, “But
how isit, sir, that you, a parson, can come by such information?’

“By reason of being a parson, and the friend of all, the shepherd of the black sheep aswell asthewhite. You
must not question me too closely, lest my conscience shall tell mel am wrong to thwart the black sheep in their sins.
But | love your Kate and like you, and who knows perhapsthis Scarecrow should be brought to trial.”

“Of course heshould, sir,” agreed the officer. “Y ou have surly no sympathy with such alaw-bresker.”

19



“The lost sheep must be tended by the parson,” explained Doctor Syn. “And | shall do my utmaost for the poor
sinner when heistaken.”

“What avery saintly man!” thought the Cornet. “If more personswere only like him!”

On Thursday evening, on orders received from Doctor Syn through the medium of Mipps, young Brackenbury
bivouacked horses and men beneath the cover of trees at the foot of Lympne Hill. In due course and under cover of
the misty darkness arrived Mipps, driving afarm-cart full of bundles of old clothes, which he commanded the men
to unpack. “You'll get the credit for this,” hewhispered to the young officer. “Y ou see them other officersrode as
Dragoons, and with shiny helmetsand all. See‘em comin’ for miles. Not you, see? Dressyour men in these old
rags like the Night-riders themselves, and no one’ sagoin’ to question us.”

Leaving the horses tethered under the charge of aline-guard, Mipps crawled along under the cover of the dykes,
followed by Cornet Brackenbury and his nine men dressed in ragged clothes and their faces blackened with
gunpowder.

After alengthy and zigzagging crawl the Cornet ventured to suggest that they were somewhat removed from
their horses.

“Nearly there,” whispered Mipps, who carried ablunderbuss. “Doctor’sorders. Heknows. Trust him.”

At last they halted, crouched and waited. There was no doubt but that there was great activity going forward. In
theweird Marsh light spectral horsemen galloped. Gunpowder flashes kept on signalling. Weird cries were uttered
and answered. “Keep still. Keep hid,” enjoined Mipps. A cavalcade of ponies, some three hundred, passed, al
carrying kegs. “Keep still. Keep hid.” Repeated Mipps. Weird witches mounted and carrying jack-o’-lanterns
galloped around them. “Keep Hid,” repeated Mipps. Presently he whispered, “1f you wantsto seet he Scarecrow,
follow me, but leave your men here quiet till we wants ‘em for the arrest.”

After traversing many dykes, Mipps halted, and invited the officer to peer over thetop. “The Scarecrow,” he
whispered.

Brackenbury |ooked cautiously and saw in the centre of adyke-bound field atall, gaunt, weird figure dressed asa
Scarecrow despatching and receiving messengers as weird-looking s himself. A great black unsaddled horse was
tethered to a post behind him.

“That’shim,” whispered Mipps. “Keep him covered with your pistol. 1"l go back for your men; then as soon as
he'salonewe ve got him.”

A few minutes later and the Scarecrow was aone, but Mipps and the nine troopers with blackened faces wee
aongside Brackenbury.

“Now,” whispered Mipps.

Brackenbury was proud of hismen. The Scarecrow, who leapt on to his horse, was captured before he could ride
clear of them. He admitted hisidentity and asked where he wasto be taken. On being told Lympne Castle, he
swore under hismask and turning on Mipps said, “ So it was you who betrayed me, wasit, you dirty little body-
snatcher?’

“Itwas,” admitted Mipps, “through information received like. And don't you call me names, you awful
malefactor.”

Piloted by Mipps they soon reached the trees where the horses were tethered, and after ten minutes' riding
Brackenbury was thundering on the Castle doors. Their arrival was most opportune, for the Lord of Lympne had
been roused from his bed with the news that the smugglers had once more borrowed his horses, and that the stable-
boy on guard was bound and gagged in the hay-loft. Sir Henry had roused the Castle in hisrage, so that Lady
Pembury and her daughters witnessed the triumphal entrance of the prisoner under Brackenbury, whom MissKate
recognized despite hisweird disguise, for they had not wasted timeto get back into uniform.

“Gad, dir, I'm proud of you. Kisshim, Kate, and | applaud your choice,” cried the delighted old man. “now,
son-in-law, leave your men hereto guard him in the dungeons, and do you ride hot haste just as you are for
Dymchurch and arouse the Squire. We' Il unmask thisrascal in his presence. Now, ladies, off to your beds. I'm the
happiest man in Kent!”

Off went the delighted Brackenbury in company with the horse-soldier, who was still in uniform, and up to bed
went theladies.

“And now, you scoundrel,” snarled Sir Henry, “you shall taste the dungeons of Lympne Castle till the gallowsis
prepared.”

“Oh, | think not,” rasped the Scarecrow. “One cry and you are dead. | prefer you to be the laughing-stock to
me”

Sir Henry was certainly not the happiest man in Kent next morning when nine unhorsed, disguised and
disgruntled Dragoons, in company with a distracted Brackenbury and an amazed Sir Antony, found himin his



brocaded dressing-gown lashed to the gibbet post of Dymchurch, with an inscription nailed above hishead, “A
laughing-stock, by order of the Scarecrow”.

When Mippswas rated he protested: “Well, | did my best. How was | to know Dragoons from Scarecrow men
when all was dressed alike? | tell you my life ain’t worth acopper coin now from the Scarecrow’smen. Y ou see
what comes of being loyal.”

Itisto befeared that the summing-up of the situation by Doctor Syn did not please Sir Henry, for the genial
Vicar only shook his head and said, “Wéll,, there’ s no doubt but that young Brackenbury fulfilled his bargain and he
can thank God that his father-in-law’ sword has ever been his bond.”

CHAPTERS8
THE SEA LAWYER

It wanted but aweek to Christmas when Mrs. Waggets, the widowed landlady of the Ship Inn at Dymchurch, sent a
message to the Coffin shop that there was astranger in her bar, that she did not altogether like the look 09f him, and
would Mr. Mipps be so obliging asto step along and cast his eye on him. Now any man not born and bred upon
Romney Marsh was looked on as aforeigner and distrusted accordingly.

Obeying the summons, Mipps trotted into the bar and called for anoggin of rum against the cold. Casting hiseye
over the stranger, and thinking the weather was the most convenient tool with which to force open aconversation, he
added: “And there’'s more snow to come, stranger. Theold Frost Fiend ain't ‘alf out to kill usthe Yule. Dykesis
al afrozen, every man jack of ‘em.”

The stranger looked at Mipps and gruffly replied, “Isthat so?’

“Itis,” said the sexton, offended at such curtness. “I’'mtelling you, see? And my word' s good enough on the
Marsh, whatever yoursis. Every man-jack dyke froze as had asyour face. And sincel’m afreeborn Marshman,
and so has theright to the demand Who might you be? Lord Chief Justice? A Bow Street runner, or a French
Spy?—come now, speak sharp or you may find yourself in the Court House.”

“1 deny your right to question me,” returned the stranger. “But since | am about to question you, | will go so far
asto answer that my businessin Dymchurchisof alegal quality.”

The quizzical little sexton made acomical contrast to thetall stranger, who was powerfully built. His mahogany -
tanned face and an anchor tattooed upon the back of his right hand showed Mipps that his antagonist was, or had
been, asailor.

“And you've followed the sea, eh? Same asmyself. Royal Navy, me, though.”

Thiswas true enough so far asit went, for although Mipps had spent the best years of hislife as master carpenter
aboard apirate ship, he had signed on for avoyage home on aman-o’-war.

“Same here,” replied the stranger. “But | don't follow the seanow. Alwayshad ataste for the Law, | did.”

“Sealawyers| could never stomach,” sneered Mipps.

“No sealawyer about me,” retorted the stranger. “Though it’ strue I’m down here on legal business, and if so be
you could tell mewhereto find Hugh Brazlett, I'll be obliged.”

“But first, since we' ve both served in the Navy—for | take it you' reretired same as myself —why, thenwe'll
drink together if you'll call for what you wish.”

“Noggin of rum,” said Mipps promptly. “Hugh Brazlett lives Burmarsh way. It'satricky farm to find, though,
for aforeigner, but since I’m bound for Brazlett’smysdlf , I'll pilot you there.”

With acurt nod of thanks the stranger drained his glass and buttoned his coat up to hischin. “Ready?’ he asked.
Mipps led the way.

“And what manner of man might this Brazlett be” asked the stranger, as they ploughed along the Marsh roads,
thick with snow.

“Prosperous farmer,” lied Mipps, for although he had no great liking for Brazlett, he ranged himself upon the side
of afellow Marshman.

“Prosperous, eh?’ repeated the stranger. “| should have thought otherwise.”

Mipps knew that the stranger thought right, for it was common gossip that Brazlett’ s farm had not done well of
late years.

“Very pattern man, too,” hewent on. “Singsin the choir. A bit squeaky, but he makes noise, and Doctor Synis
alwaysin favour of taking the hymns noisy and hearty-like. Troublewith Brazlett’ssinging isit’s apt to make the
children giggle, and that means me getting’ out of my desk and proddin’ *em on the backs.”

“What are you then? Parish work?’
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“Aye,” returned Mipps. “Likewise sexton and undertaker. And what might your name be, mate?’

“1 have not asked you for yours,” was the short reply.

“But you see, everyone knows me, and no one knowsyou. Fair doin’s now.”

“It is not necessary to give my name.”

And so in silence they came to Brazlett’ s farm, and saw the owner crossing the yard to his office door.

Now therewasllittle to denote the farmer in Brazlett’ s face, which was weak and sickly. Mipps shared Doctor
Syn’sopinion of the man. “A worthy enough fellow. Pattern parishioner and all that, but | have no real liking for
him.”

“That’ sBrazlett,” said Mipps, holding the gate open.

The stranger hurried forward, leaving the sexton to close it.

“Mr. Brazlett?' he asked.

“Aye, and you'll be Mr. Fragg. | have been expecting you these two days.”

“There's other what has business with the London Customs besides yourself, Mr. Brazlett,” returned the stranger
quietly. “We ve been on thetrack of ‘receivers’ for thelast few days, hence my delay with you. But theKing's
currency don’t depreciate in acouple of days, so don’t worry, for I’ ve brought it along.”

Now when Mipps had followed the sea, he had earned that rare reputation amongst sailors of being able to hear
the hum of the old Quakeress's needle fifty miles out from Nantucket, which in plain terms meant that his hearing
was acute. Indeed his ears were as sharp as his pointed nose, which seemed made to be poked into other people’s
business, and he felt it his bounden duty to get to the bottom of it, since the safety of Marshmen might hand on his
quick action. Assuming, therefore, an attitude of complete innocence, and pretending not to have noticed the quick
gesture of warning which Brazlett gave to Fragg, he accosted the farmer with, “ Brought your friend along, you see.”

“Thankee, Mr. Mipps,” replied Brazlett avkwardly.

“And seein’ as how he’scome on legal business,” went on the sexton, “and Burmarsh ain’t famed for its scholars,
maybe you'll find it convenient to have a man like me what can write his name as awitness, eh? If so, I'll stand by
if you'll not tither but be quiddy.”

“Tither? Quiddy?’ repeated Mr. Fragg. “What the devil’she mean?’

“Ah, you be aforeigner,” explained Mipps. “Y ou don’t know the true English as she's still spoke on Romney
Marsh.”

“Quiddy meansbrisk, Mr. Fragg,” put in Brazlett.

“And don’t tither means don’t muck about, Mr. Fragg,” added Mipps.

“WEell, then, Mr. Mipps, if that’ syour name,” said Fragg, “since my businesswith Mr. Brazlett requires neither
witness nor signature, my adviseto you is, don’t tither but be quiddy with your own business and leave meto settle
mine.”

“All right,” replied Mipps. “I’ve no wish to offer help whereit ain’t wanted. My businessis choir business,
Brazlett. You know old Tom blew one of hissilver keys clean off of hisoboelast Sunday. Well, hedid. The
oboe' s goneinto Dover to the instrument-maker and won't be back in time for Morning Prayer, Sunday. So Doctor
Syn’s compliments, and he'd be obliged if you'll deputize for the old oboe by singin’ abit louder than usual. Good
day, Brazlett. And good day to you, Mr. Fragg, if that’s your name, and may the seaair do you good.”

Mippswalked away towards the gate, but stopped to stroke the farm-yard cat, watching at the sametimeto see
Brazlett lead Fragg into his office.

Though glorying in thetitle “ office”, the little outhouse into which the two men disappeared was nothing more
than adisused wash-house. A fireinthe old copper kept it warm and an old Bible-box on a carpenter’s bench
served asdesk. Sinceitsdoor gave on to the farmryard, Brazlett found it a convenient place in which to interview
hisfarm hands.

Mipps knew the office well, and he now remembered to his advantage an unpleasant feature of it. Inat onewall
and out by the door there was grooved into the brick floor an open gutter, which in wet weather allowed a stream of
water to run through into the yard. Useful enough when the place had been alaundry, but draughty and dank now
that it was an office. Mipps had often advised Brazlett to block it up, saying, “You’'ll get theratsin after your
papers.” Fortunately Brazlett had been too busy to take his advice, and the gutter remained.

The moment he saw that the two men were safely inside with the door shut, Mipps crept silently to the back and,
lying down in the snow, carefully cleared the drain-hole. Hethe found, to his delight, that not only could he hear
every word that was being said, but that by lying close to thewall he could get a cramped view of Brazlett as he sat
at hisdesk. Fragg was bending over hi, reading from along paper which Brazlett held.

“Andyou’ll go to bail to all these names?’ he asked.

“Thewhole fifty-seven of ‘em,” replied Brazlett. “I think | know more, but they might be what you call
‘suspects’, whereas these arein it up to the neck and all took part inthelast great ‘run’. The Scarecrow’ sagood



leader, 1’1l alow, but he don’t reckon the fact that many of his merry men will jump at the chance of saving their
wretched necks by turning King's Evidence against him, and that even the Squire of Dymchurch will not be able to
avoid ascandal. Mindyou, | still hold to my stipulation, not to be asked to appear in the witness-box.”

Fragg snorted: “But, man, under King's protection you' re safe enough. Besides, ain’t you putting thisfarm up to
sale? You'll want al the money you can get to start life fresh and safein London. The Scarecrow’s arm may reach
far on Romney Marsh, but not in HisMajesty’ s capital. Y ou'retoo good a business man to refuse the extrafive
hundred guineas.”

“Let’'sget thisstraight,” replied Brazlett. “If | don’t appear, | will get five hundred guineas from the Customs
and another five hundred from Genera Troubridge if by my information the scarecrow’ s gang is broken up. If it
leads to the Scarecrow’ s arrest a further five hundred guineas from the same source.”

“Remembering always,” put Fragg, “that it isthe General’ s private money and in no way official. To think that a
man isrich enough in this rotten world to lay out athousand guineasto gratify arevenge!”

Brazlett nodded. “And who paysthe extrafive hundred if | appear as Crown witness?’

“Customs,” replied Fragg.

“It'shig money. They pay well,” hesitated Brazl ett.

“They can afford to,” replied Fragg. “Think of the revenue which these rascals are cheating them of. Y ou take
it. All you can get. Make up your mind to appear, and let meknow. I'll lietonight at the Ship Inn, and tomorrow
goto Dover Castlewith thislist. I’'m glad to note that your friend Mippsisinvolved.”

“Involved!” echoed Brazlett. “He' sthe Scarecrow’slieutenant. | wish | knew who the Scarecrow was.”

Fragg laughed unpleasantly. “Wedon't exactly livein the days of the Spanish Inquisition, it’strue, but for all
that there are painful ways of making a man speak, and this Mipps will be persuaded to point out the Scarecrow. No
use being squeamish when dealing with arat like him.”

The listening Mipps that Doctor Syn would not be squeamish when dealing with these two conspirators.

After watching Fragg place afat bundle of notes upon his desk, which Brazlett counted as his visitor put the
incriminating list in his breast pocket, he left his hiding place and set off at top speed to inform Doctor Syn of al
that he had heard and seen.

On reaching the cross-roads, however, he turned into a cottage yard and accosted a young man who was
chopping wood.

“Look here, Tolling.” Hewhispered. “Y ou must knock off work for today. Scarecrow’sorders. Keep your
young eyes skinned along the Burmarsh road. You'll seeatall fellow in agreat blue coat coming along from
Brazlett's. When he passes, follow him, and don’t let him out of your sight till | relieve you at the Ship Inn. Tell
M other Waggetts that your drinksis on me, and see that you take as much aswon’t interfere with your duty.”

“Aye, aye,” replied Tolling. “And who isthis man in the blue coat?’

“Customs,” whispered Mipps. “And just by the way of encouragement I'll tell you this. If that man gets out of
Dymchurch with the list of names that he’ s got in his pocket, you, me, and fifty-five good men will be up at the next
Assizes, see?’

“I'll watch him.” Replied Tolling grimly.

CHAPTER9

BY SMUGGLERS JUSTICE

Doctor Syn listened gravely to the sexton’s story and immediately ordered his white pony to be saddled.

“1 must get the last proof against this Brazlett,” he said. “When aman comesto die, one cannot be too careful,
and when General Troubridge tells me that Brazlett isatraitor, then | will see that his death sentenceis carried out.”

“You say that you are playing alone hand against these scoundrelsin Dymchurch, and, reverend sir, | can well
believeit. From the Squire to the sexton, the interest is on the side of the law-breakers. But take comfort, for if |
have my will, the cream of your village will appear at the next Assizesto answer grievous chargesof full proof. |
know | may count on your co-operation. Y ou and Farmer Brazlett will be able to make avery good casefor the
Crown. Frankly, | distrust your Squire.”

“Brazlett?” echoed Doctor Syn in atone of surprise.

“Aye, you can count onhim,” beamed the General. “He needs money, and we are prepared to pay it for
information that will break this Scarecrow’ styranny. And by God, sir, we' Il get him thistime.”
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After theloyallest protestations, Doctor Syn returned to Dymchurch, summoned the sexton, and laid plans
accordingly, which included the ordering of twelve men, well trusted and as strong in limb and asin purpose, to be
hidden before midnight between the searwall and the great duice-gate.

That night Mr. Fragg was enjoying hislonely supper in the Ship Inn common room when Tolling approached
him. “Excuseme, sir,” he said, “but Mr. Brazlett asked me to give you a secret message. If you will be beneath the
seawall by the great sluice-gate at midnight he will show you the Scarecrow himself. Y ou must not carry firearms,
lest you are tempted to use them, for that, he says, would ruinall. | will be here before midnight to guide you to the
spot, and let me add that | am with you and Brazlett in wishing to stamp out this scourge from the Marsh.”

Mrs. Waggetts saw Tolling leave the ba—"*for Home”, he said. A few minuteslater Mr. Fragg said that since
his head was humming with so much drink, he would walk out into the night before turning in. He did not return.
Mrs. Waggetts, who had taken adidike to him from his sharp treatment of her favourite Mipps, locked up theinn
and went to bed. “He can knock &l night for me,” shesaid. “I’ll not keep awake on the whim of aforeigner.”

Her sleep was not disturbed, for next morning the body of the “foreigner” was found in the mud-banks of the
sluice, and it was perhaps significant that not a paper was found in his pockets. Mrs. Waggetts had to search his
valiseto discover his name and home address. It was obvious that an inquest upon a stranger did not materially
depress the community of Dymchurch, since it occurred during the festive season of Christmas. Foreigners should
not drink heavily and then attempt amidnight walk, not knowing the dangers of open sluices.

Doctor Syn had other mattersto depress him. Hetook it very badly that Hugh Brazlett, “ his pattern parishioner”,
as he called him, was putting up hisfarm for sale and leaving for London. The good Vicar headed atestimonial for
him and went from house to house persuading his flock that they must give good Brazlett a substantial purse and as
atoken of the affection and respect with which he was held.

“Thereisto bethe annual junketing of New Y ear’sEvein thetithe barn,” he said, “and the Squire has graciously
consented to present Hugh Brazlett with our good thanks and wishes. Twenty-five yearsin the choir and atogether
adevoted parishioner.”

The whole village were invited to the party at the Squire’ s expense. Mr. Mipps was fully occupied, what with
knocking up Fragg' s coffin at the charge of the Customs, and directing the decorationsin the barn. Holly, bay and
rosemary, and thejovial mistletoein great profusion. And what a party it wasthat night! There was supper and
dances, games and the Mummers' Masqgue performed on atemporary stage erected by Mr. Mipps for the occasion.
Thisalso served for the presentation, which was handled upon the stage by the Squirein aspecially made purse. Sir
Antony spoke charmingly of what Brazlett and Brazlett’ s ancestors had done for Dymchurch, while Doctor Syn,
seconding, called him good and faithful servant and wished him in the name of the parish good luck in the new
sphere of lifeto which he had been called. “The only thing we have to complain about,” he added, “is the fact that
heisleaving us, and yet perhaps when some of our young girls have done with him, hisleaving will proveto be an
impossihility.”

Here the good Vicar clapped his hands, upon which signal the fiddler, oboe and drumbegan to play, and from all
corners of the stage there danced on asinging chorus of girls. Each girl untied her sash and bound the embarrassed
Brazlett tightly to hischair, singing: “Y ou shall not leave us. Y ou cannot leave us. We havetied you to the parish
with the sashes of our hearts.”

Poor Brazlett blushed at some of the things the girls whispered, but all was taken in good part until the diversion
happened.

A grest yulelog was blazing on the open hearth to keep those folk warm who could not dance, and suddenly, and
presumably done by some practical joker, abucket of water was thrown down the chimney. With amighty hiss of
steam the log went out, and asthe Vicar was sternly rebuking the jest and asin bad taste, awoman chanced to look
up at the ceiling. She screamed and as she pointed, for she had seen two blackened hands and arms appear through a
holein the ceiling, feeling down towards the hook that held the tallow lights. Before the rest had a chance to follow
her pointing fingers, these black fingers unhooked the light and dropped it, full weight, upon the floor beneath. The
barn wasin darkness. Women screamed and overturned the benches. Children cried and men swore. Abovethe
uproar came the loud but calming voice of Daoctor Syn, exhorting them not to panic, for he would find candlesif
everyone would only keep still.

Everyone obeyed. Nobody moved. The silence that ensued was only broken by some giggling girls, which
Doctor Syn applauded and as a healthy sign. But these healthy sounds did not predominate, for amost immediately
there arose in the darkness a scream not of thisworld, and unearthly sound that, arising in full strength, seemed to
dwindle and gurgle down to hell. Again Doctor Syn’s calming voice cried out that since many people disliked the
dark, it was unfair of thisjoking screamer to add to their discomfort. “Whoever it was, itisasilly trick.”

“A silly trick?" echoed a ghastly raucousvoiceinreply. “Itisnotrick, reverend fool. | put out thefirefor a
purpose. | let crash the lights for the same purpose. My name and fifty-seven good men’s names were betrayed by
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that cowardly villain Brazlett whom you delight to humour. But it isl, the Scarecrow, who have seen that he has
paid the penalty. Now, Doctor Syn, you may light your fresh candles and look upon Smugglers’ Justice. Good -
bye.”

At thisthere was agreat screaming, pushing and trampling in the dark, but above it al arose till the brave cam
voice of Doctor Syn caling for atinderbox. After some considerable delay, which did not improve the hysterical
tension, alight was procured, but on the first candle-flame that leapt from it, the panic broke out worse at the sight
which met their terrified eyes.

Above the stage in mid air swung the sitting body of Hugh Brazlett. The four legs of the armchair to which he
had been bound by the girls' sashes revolved slowly, suspended by the running noose that was round the dead
man’'sneck. And asthe growing candle-light increased against the horror of darkness, women and children—aye,
and men too—cowered from the grisly sight, but too scared were they of the grim Scarecrow to venture outside the
barn doors into the night.

The Scarecrow had done hiswork quickly and well. When the chaired body was cut down, life was extinct and
the presentation purse had disappeared from his clutching fingers. When the roof was searched, they found, fixed to
abeam, the pulley which had hoisted the victim to eternity, and agreat holein the plaster, hidden by a holly branch,
through which the fatal rope had been dropped upon the chair. Another hoe was found immediately above the hook
from which had hung the chandelier.

That night, after the bells had tolled out the old year and welcomed in the next, Mipps closed the study door of
the Vicarage and grinned and as Doctor Syn handed him a glass of brandy.

“It was agood thing, Vicar, you thought of that bucket of water for thefire. Couldn’t have done the murder in
thefirdight.”

Doctor Syn smiled and as he sipped hisbrandy. ‘It isawaysagood thing, my good Mipps, to think of
everything in an emergency. Happy New Year.”

CHAPTER 10

THE BAD MEN OF BONNINGTON

Whatever may be said against the complex character of Doctor Syn, these is every evidence amongst the parochial
archives of Dymchurch to prove that he was an exemplary country parson, always ready to give spiritual and
material helpto all or any of this scattered flock. Histitle*Dean of the Peculiars’ gave him an authority over his
neighbouring brother clerics, who found him ever aman of sound judgment, welcoming his advice on matters
temporal and spirtual. Hisgaunt figure, astride his sturdy fat white pony, was familiar to every parish from Lympne
toLydd. Needlessto say, these constant expeditions gave the Doctor every opportunity of listening to gossip of the
countryside, which he turned to the advantage of hisimmediate flock.

Hence we find him one wintry afternoon reading the Scripturesin the sickroom of an old grandmother who lived
with her son in acottage at Bonnington. To catch the fading light, he sat close to the casement, since the family
were too poor to waste artificial light. Ashisrich mellow voice dwelt lovingly over theliterary genius of Isaiah, he
was aware that four horsemen drew rein at the cottage door beneath him. Round the side of the house came the
owner, Shem Randley, telling his visitorsto step in and take adrink, as his sons were busy saddling horses.

Without hesitation or interruption of the glorious words he was reading, Doctor Syn overheard this conversation
aswell as noting the effect it had upon old grandmother Ransley.

She shuddered. She closed her eyes, and the pain on her face was intense.

Doctor Syn finished the chapter, still listening to the conversation of the men below.

“Areyouin pain, Mother?” he asked.

“In spiritual pain,” she answered. “1 can speak to you because you are agood man and will keep what | say in
my old foolishnessto yourself.”

“That goes without saying. Itismy duty,” replied Doctor Syn.

“My son and my two grandsons down there,” whispered the old woman, “ have got the bad blood of my poor
husband in their veins. Itisnot their fault. The old manisin Van Diemens' sLand. He always promised to escape
and come back to us. Perhapsif he had, the horror of histransportation would have turned his blood from the same
foolishness for which he suffered. He escaped the gallows only to gointo exile.”

Doctor Syn nodded his sympathy.
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“So sure was he of escape that he refused to take me with him, saying that awoman would make escape
impossible.” The old woman sighed. “Many years ago, | might have been with him al thistime. Heloved me, and
he needed me more than the children below. They will not listen to my advice. They go their own way, and it isthe
way of the gallows.”

Doctor Syn crossed to the old lady and patted her hand. “Come now,” he said reassuringly, “1 don’t think things
areasbad asthat. Asyou know, | move about agood deal and hear things said. People are good enough totrust
me. They do not trouble to put a curb upon their tongue because, you see, it isonly |, Doctor Syn, and they trust the
old parson asyou do. | also hear many things from dying people, and the source of such tidingsis never divulged.”

“Y ou mean you have heard something about my children to comfort me?’

Doctor Syn nodded. “I know this. Y our son and two grandsons refused to take part in the last smugglers’ ‘run’.
They had been ordered out by the Scarecrow himself. They did not obey. Does not thislook as though they repent
theevil of their ways?’

“Itisworse, far worse, sir,” whispered the old woman. “ Smugglingisintheir blood. Thereisno repentance.

But they are Bonnington men and are envious of the Marshmen down below the hills. They grumblethat the
Scarecrow pays Marshmen a higher rate than the men up here who work the ‘hides'. | tell them that the Dymchurch
lads run greater risks than they do. Itisthe‘landings' that are dangerous and the crossing of the Marsh. Fools.
Why, the hills are safe, especially under the Scarecrow. But now they are determined to work against him.”

“Against Him?" repeated Doctor Syn innocently.

“They are changing the ‘hides without his knowledge,” went on the old lady. “ They intend to dispose of the tubs
themselves and not give the Scarecrow payment. They think to get rich on one‘run’.”

Doctor Syn shook hishead sadly. “It looks asthough it will cometo blows. Dear, dear. When thievesfall out
amongst themselvesit usually means bloodshed. Areyou sure of this?’

“They are going tonight to make the new ‘hides'/ they have collected men who are to meet them at the Walnut
Treelnn. Many men from asfar away as Hawkhurst. The very name of Hawkhurst frightensme. | fear the same
calamity asfell upon the old Hawkhurst gang when my husband was with them.”

Synnodded. “I have heard about it. They were all hanged, but your husband.”

“Thirty yearsago,” muttered the old woman, “and now like to be repeated, for my son will be no match for the
Scarecrow.”

Now although Daoctor Syn was genuinely happy to read the Scripturesto any old woman in need of comfort, it
must be admitted in this case that he had journeyed to Bonnington on purpose to find out the very information which
old Granny Ransley had so innocently told him. And so, having gained his object, he quietly and leisurely prepared
to take hisleave, though listening very carefully to the gentlemen in the parlour below, in case he could gather any
further facts. After giving the old woman his blessing, he therefore walked down the narrow stairs and entered the
parlour.

“Y our mother seemsvery weak, Randey,” hesaid. “You must seethat sheiskept quiet and free from worry.”

“| thought youwas gone,” replied Ransley with an uneasy |ook of warning towards his companions. “You've
been reading up there this hour, sir.”

“She seemed to enjoy it,” replied the parson.

“It’ s getting dark and you’ ve agood seven mileto go, sir. Shall theboys bring your pony round?’

Doctor Syn knew that Ransley was anxious to see the back of him. “Thank you,” he said. “And what’sthat you
aredrinking? Brandy? Now after so much reading | could do with ataste of that myself.” One of the strangers
poured him a generous allowance into a glass, while the two grandsons, who were good- ooking lads, went out by
the back door to bring round the parson’s pony.

Meanwhile Doctor Syn chatted about the weather.

“You ain't captured the Scarecrow yet down on the Marshes | suppose, sir?’ laughed the man who had poured
out the brandy.

M doctor Syn shook hishead. “I sometimeswonder if heisreally human,” hesaid. “I believein devilsjust as|
believein angels, and | begin to think he must be adevil.”

“Aye,” growled Randey, “if devil’sluck means anything.”

“But cheer up, reverend sir,” went on the other, “for devil’ sluck don’t hold for ever, and the Scarecrow, whether
he be man or devil, will overreach himself soon.”

“If only some of the scoundrels who work for him would betray him. But they all seem very faithful to him,”
said the parson. “For myself, being on the side of the law and order, | naturally would be glad to see at least my
own Dymchurch freed from such law-breaking.”

“He' Il be betrayed sooner than he thinks,” returned the other.
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Ransley coughed awkwardly, for the drink was making his companion too talkative, it seemed. Though perhaps
the other men were too silent, sitting there in their mud-splashed clothes and saying nothing.

“1 notice that you, Ransley,” went on the lively one with alaugh, “do seem almost afraid to mention the very
name of the Scarecrow.”

“And that’strue,” replied Ransley, frowning. “Y ou never know when he' sgoing to spring up at you. The
reverend gentleman’sright. He'sno man but adevil, and | pity any of those associated with him who might be
foolish enough to betray him. Remember Brazlett of Burmarsh? We know how the Scarecrow punished him.

Hanged him before the whole parish. | tell you, it's dangerous even to talk of the Scarecrow.”

Well aware that this conversation was but to put him off the scent, Doctor Syn changed the subject once moreto
the old woman upstairs, urging Ransley to call upon the Bonnington parson if his mother was short of nourishment.

“Oh, we shall do well enough for her,” hereplied. “I’'m no great friend to our parson. He'll never call for adrink
of brandy same asyou, Doctor Syn, but, by God, we respect you the more for it.”

So in friendly fashion Doctor Syn rode away, conscious that one of the lads was sent after him to see whether he
stayed in Bonnington village or took the long road down to Dymchurch.

Knowing that he was being spied upon, and having every intention of playing the spy himself, doctor Syn put the
pony to ajog-trot and did not pull rein till he had put the hills behind him and crossed the first great dyke of the
Marsh. Hethen made acircuit to bring him back to the hills between Aldington and Lympne, and in less than an
hour he had picketed his pony, well hidden in awood while he went on afoot, and crawled into aclump of scrub-
brush over the road, from which he could get agood view of anyone who passed along towards the Walnut Tree.
He had not long to wait, nor did he have to strain his ear to catch the sound of Ransely’ s gang, for he heard them
chorusing aribald song long before they appeared out of the darkness. Besides thisthey carried lanterns, and he was
able to count them as they rode by—sone twenty of them. By thetimethey reached the Walnut tree they were
acclaimed by acheering, roystering gang of some sixty more. Doctor Syn followed them on foot till, hidden by the
hedge facing the old inn, he was able to recognize many of the Scarecrow’ s men.

We'll do our work first, lads, and then come back to drink,” cried out Ransley.

Immediately they formed into procession and, followed by five great farm wagons stacked high with brushwood,
they rode off at awalking pacetill they disappeared over the hill. Doctor Syn tracked them at a safe distance, and
watched them turn into alarge copse, where they began to empty the brushwood in great piles along by the side of a
deep ditch that had been cut for the purpose. Making a careful observation of the spot, the parson |eft them, found
his pony and rode down across the Marsh to Dymchurch.

The sexton, being summoned to the vicarage on parochial business, found his master in avery serious mood.

“Thisisthe greatest danger we haverun yet, Mipps,” he said, after telling all that he had heard and see. “We
cannot afford amutiny amongst our associates, and | think it behooves the Scarecrow to teach these men alesson
they will never forget. Passthe brandy and let uswork out ways and means.”

As Mipps produced bottle and glasses, Doctor Syn unfolded alarge map of the district, over which he pored,
making nice calculations with a pair of silver dividers.

Mippswas sufficiently privileged to sip down two glasses of the good brandy before his master looked up. When
he did, the sexton was relieved to see the tears of silent laughter in the Vicar’ s eyes.

“What' sthejoke, sir?’ he asked.

“A very excellent one, my good Mipps,” chuckled the parson. “Aye, and we'll play it too. | confessthat at first |
feared these mutineers more than all the soldiery in Kent. But inspiration always seemsto come to one from
somewhere. A little concentration, and lo! one had found a cure for the worst trouble. Passthe brandy, and then |
will instruct you in the part you must play in my next comedy. Perhapsyou aready guessthe theme, en?’

Mipps scratched hishead. “1 guessthis much,” he said. “We can't afford to lose next Tuesday’ s cargo, that’s
sure. You can see by the invoice from France how valuableit is. If these Bonnington brutes thieve us of so many
tubs, we' Il not only look silly, but their discontent against the Scarecrow will spread to our own Night-riders. |
supposeyou' |l put off the ‘run’ till we can get other to do the work of the mutineers, en?’

Doctor Syn shook hishead. “The‘run’ goesforward. The twelve hundred tubs shall belanded asarranged. We
must not embarrass our organization across the water.”

“But we'll need at least two hundred of our best men to deal with the Bonnington lot,” objected Mipps. “That
leaves us three hundred men short. We must wait for new hands to come aboard, sir.”

Again Syn shook hishead. “We shall only be short of the Ransley gang. True, they must be dealt with, but why
should we worry? Don'’t the Government provide uswith an army of protection? Very well, | will seethat the
dragoons look after out interestsfor us. Why not?’

“For God' s sake, sir, explain,” urged Mipps. “By you chuckling it seemsthat you’ ve got one of your tricky
schemesin your head.”
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“Which I will now put into yours.” And for the next hour Doctor Syn told the sexton things that made thelittle
fellow chuckle with his master.

CHAPTER 11

DOCTOR SYN'SREVENGE

Two dayslater Genera Troubridge and Mgjor Faunce of the dragoons rode along the high-road toward the Walnut
Treelnn. It wasalready dusk, but light enough for them to discern Doctor Syn awaiting them on his white pony.
Heled them up the hill to the copse where the brushwood lay in readiness for the next night’s ‘run’.

“Asmy letter told you, General,” whispered the parson, “ here is most excellent cover for your whole regiment. |
have ascertained that the men from Bonnington and Hawkhurst are detailed to wait on Aldington Knoll to receive
thetubs. They will of necessity dismount hereto hide the tubsin thisditch. The Scarecrow will be here to see that
they cover the good with this brushwood. Y our case against him will be much stronger if you arrest the lot of them
while hiding the contraband. If you attacked them openly on the Knoll, they would abandonthe tubs and scatter,
while here you will have them at your mercy.”

“And preciouslittle mercy they will get too,” replied the General. “Doctor Syn, your strategy isgood. So good,
in fact, that it seems a pity you were not asoldier yourself.”

“What agood man!” thought the General.

“1 only hopethat | shall not be held responsible for these wretches' deaths,” went on the parson. “Itisadreadful
thing to have man’ s blood upon one' s conscience.”

“You need not worry, sir,” replied the General. “Y ou are making a brave stroke on the side of right and justice.”

“| pray that my conscience will continueto tell me so,” replied Doctor Syn pioudly.

Tuesday night was dark, and the sea calm. The conditionsfor the landing wereideal. General Troubridge had
taken precaution to warn the Sandgate Custom officers against preventing the landing.

Into Dymchurch Bay the smuggling fleet crept close to the beach, and under the direction of thetall Scarecrow
upon his magnificent black horse the tubs were dragged ashore by willing hand. Thefirst two hundred were carried
by men on sling, tow tubsto aman, and within aquarter of an hour from anchoring, this procession started for the
hills, where they were glad enough to hand over their heavy burden to the Ransley crowd, who accepted them some
hundred strong.

Not a hint of these Bonnington men’ s treachery had been passed to the Dymchurch Night+iders. Doctor Syn and
Mipps had seen to that. Having secured the remaining tubs upon the pack ponies, off trotted the wild caval cade with
shrieking witches guarding them and led by the Scarecrow himself. Thinking that they would naturally follow the
tub-carriers who had preceded them with the first lot to the hills, they were astonished at being led through Romeny
and Lydd out on to the wild shingled wastes of Dungeness. But they trusted their Scarecrow, and on being called to
halt, they unslung the cargo into a deep dip of the shingle and covered it with avast landslide of pebbles.

Asthefirst streaks of dawn lit up the desolate peninsulanot a sign of atub could be seen upon the Ness, and on
the Scarecrow’ s order to scatter in small parties for home, every man knew that the hiding-place was known to their
leader and that in hisown good time he would give orders to shift it into more commercial spots.

In the meantime Ransley, well pleased that his men had stolen thefirst two hundred tubs without a blow, had led
his men to the new hiding-place, where disaster awaited them. When the Dragoons closed in on them and pushed
them into the ditch upon the tubs, Ransley, seeing that the game was up, advised his followers to surrender without
firing ashot, for by such apolicy he hoped to save himself and them from the extreme penalty.

The next morning the news crept from inn to inn upon the Marsh that through their own treachery the
Bonnington men were huddled together under lock and key in Sandgate Castle, in company with two hundred good
tubs. Theloss of the latter was taken philosophically by the successful Marshmen, since the gain on athousand
lying snug in Dungeness would be considerable.

When the tubs had been stored in acellar of the Castle, General Troubridge kept the key himself and set a strong
guard outside, fearing an attempt at rescue by the Scarecrow’ s men. He also took steps for an immediatetrial inthe
Castle, to be presided over by the Warden of the Cingue Ports, thus preventing any local magistrates from showing
indulgence.

Thetrial caused agreat stir. When it became obvious that the Scarecrow himself had not been caught, the Crown
pressed hard for the extreme penalty. Both judge and jury were biased against the prisoners. Everyone, including
the prisoners, guess the verdict would be death. Thefinal case for the prosecution took place on a Saturday, and was
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such along and venomous tirade that the court had to be adjourned till the Monday, when judgement would be
given.

That Sunday, after Morning Prayer, Doctor Syn thought so sadly upon the state of old grandmother Ransley that
he saddled his pony and rode over to Bonnington. He found her prepared for the worst, but terribly distressed for
her two young grandsons, who were, she said, “but yet upon the threshold of life”, and she could hardly be
comforted even though Doctor Syn promised to do what he could in the way of pleading for mercy.

When the Judge took his seat upon the Monday he picked up a sealed paper that lay upon his desk, and read, To
be opened and read out by the Judge to the prisoners.

He broke the seal and read, “ The Scarecrow’ s complimentsto the learned Judge, and will he informthe prisoners
that the Scarecrow has no intention to rescue them. Their treachery be upon their own heads.”

This caused a sensation, for no one could explain how the paper had come to be there. Doctor Syn, who had
asked to bein court in order to read the wretched prisoners a homily upon repentance, asked to see the paper. He
then produced another in the same handwriting, which he said he had found pushed beneath his Vicarage door that
morning. It was asthreatening, he said, and read out, “ If the Reverend Doctor Syn attemptsto rescue the prisoners
in Sandgate he will fall foul of the Scarecrow.”

“But how does the scoundrel think that you could rescue them, even if you wanted to?" asked the Judge.

“Because,” replied Syn, “1 have mentioned to one or two folk atheory, which if proved true would certainly save
these men from therigour of the law.”

“What theory?’ asked the Judge.

“Well, would this Scarecrow, knowing the prisoners’ treachery, as he undoubtedly did—well, would he have
wasted two hundred tubs of expensive spiritswith which to bait histrap? | have not heard that the contents of the
tubs have been examined. If they contain contraband, then no doubt the prisoners can be condemned; but knowing
something of the greed of this Scarecrow, it seemsto me doubtful. Ought not the tubs to be examined?”

The defending Counsel, who had undertaken the case with no hope for success, clutched at this straw, and
insisted that what Doctor Syn had said was only just. The conseguence was that General Troubridge went himself to
the cellar toinvestigate.

After sometime he came back to the crowded court with aface of thunder. “The tubs contain dirty water!” he
gjaculated.

“And thereisno law in England that can hang aman for carrying tubs of that,” cried out the triumphant Counsel
for defense.

And so it wasfound. Whereupon the prisoners, blessin g the wisdom of Doctor Syn, were cautioned and
acquitted.

“But what made you get the scoundrels of f like that?’ asked Mipps, when that night he and the Vicar discussed
the matter together by the study fire.

“The thought of that old woman’ s distress as she lay praying on her bed at Bonnington,” replied doctor Syn with
asmile. “Besides, Mipps, it seemsto me agood thing for our safety that Doctor Syn, by the act he performed today,
goesinfear of hislife from the dreaded Scarecrow.”

Whereupon Mipps grinned.

CHAPTER 12
THE FRENCH PRIVATEER

If pity be akin to love, Doctor Syn, Vicar of Dymchurch, had akindly feeling towards Genera Troubridge. The old
soldier had been made alaughing-stock for having allowed the Scarecrow and his smugglersto slip through his
fingers so many times, and no one delighted morein bringing up the joke against him than his twin brother, Admiral
Troubridge, who was in command of Channel defense, flying his flag aboard the Vengeance in Dover harbour.

At last, however, the General found means top turn the tables and point back the finger of scorn at his brother, for
acertain Captain Delacroix, commanding a French privateer, had for some months taken heavy toll of British
shipping, and despite the most rigorous action on the part of the Admirality, he yet remained successfully afloat.
Thisfact enabled the General to reply to his brother’ s cruel lampoon of

All theKing's horses and all the King's men,
Never will capture the Scarecrow again, with



All theKing' s sailors with cannon and ball
Never will capture the Froggy at all.

Doctor Syn heard of thisfraternal struggle and enjoyed the joke. Meanwhile the Frenchmen thrived in the
Channel, just as the Scarecrow thrived on Romney Marsh.

Doctor Syn, meeting the brothers at dinner, jocularly suggested that the Admiral should employ the Scarecrow to
catch the privateer, affirming that his mysterious and notorious parishioner, having never yet lost asmuggling
lugger, must possess something of anautical genius. “In fact, set athief to catch athief, my dear Admiral,” he
laughed.

“1"d like to catch the Scarecrow,” the Admiral had replied, “just for the satisfaction of sending him inironsto my
brother’s Dragoons.”

And then came the news that Captain Delacroix had captured the contraband cargoes of two luggers trading for
the Scarecrow.

“Ho, ho,” chuckled Doctor Syn when he next met the Admiral. “If this newsistrue, then the Admirality will
have no more cause to worry you over such awater-rat asthis Frenchman, for, believe me, the Scarecrow will never
tolerate being robbed. Therewill be quick reprisal. The British thief will not be plundered by the French thief, you
will see”

And that very night Doctor Syn sat with Sexton Mippsin the Vicarage study at Dymchurch. The shutters were
fastened. Thedoorswerelocked. The Vicar sat at hislargeold oak refectory table, upon which had been pinned a
chart of the Channel. He also kept referring to alist of vesselswhich the sexton had produced from an iron chest.
For along time the Vicar made notes and calculations.

The Greyhound is the boat for our purpose, Mipps,” he said at last. “She'sclipper built, fast and drawslittle
enough water.”

The sexton shook his head. “She’sonly armed fore and aft,” he objected, two gunsin al, while the Froggy
carriesfourteen, all heavier than them tow toys on the Greyhound.”

“If the Froggy (as you disrespectfully call him),” smiled Syn, “expects meto lay alongside, he’ s mighty
mistaken, for | an not such afool asto give him abroadsidetarget. Neither do | intend to give Admiral Troubridge
achance of broadsiding the Frenchman with any of his seventy-fours. That would not be sportsmanlike. If we
cannot run afox down with the hounds, we do not shoot him, | trust.”

“But what's old Troubridge got to do with it, sir?’ asked the sexton.

“Oh, I'mjust taking him along to seethe fun,” replied Syn. “Y ou will be dressed as Hellspite, | asthe
Scarecrow, and adouble crew as Night+riders. Andif | givetheVengeance men alesson in navigation | shall expect
you to give them onein gun-laying.”

“Aye, that’ stalking,” chuckled Mipps. “I always said in the old daysthat | should have stayed Master Gunner
and not been elected Master Carpenter.”

“You could lay agun, I'll admit,” said Syn. “And | am hoping that you will show these Royal Navy lads how to
doit.”

“But what' |l happen?’ asked Mipps doubtfully. “Supposin’ that we get the best of this Frenchman”

“Supposing?’ asked Syn scornfully. “That rascal has robbed me of tubs. Can you doubt for amoment that |
shall not get the best of him?”’

“But remember what the Admiral told you,” cautioned Mipps. “He said he' d send the Scarecrow in chains to that
damned old Dragoon his brother. Y ou’re never going to get into the General’ s clutches again?’

“My good Mipps, our mutual friend the Scarecrow may run a particular risk once, but next time heiswise
enough to ring the changes. Y our General will not get me a second timewalking into Dover Castle as a prisoner.
Beeasy. Theonly risk in this adventureisthe fact that we are collecting the flagship to act as our escort, but against
that risk | gamble that the Admiral will first wish to capture the Frenchman and the Scarecrow aterwards. Now
then, give me some more brandy and we'll lay our plans.

A few dayslater, the Admiral, in response to Doctor Syn’ s request, was graciously pleased to show the learned
cleric over hisflagship. The Vicar greatly amused the Admiral with hisinnocent questions, his wonder, and his
terror at having to climb rope ladders.

When all the mysteries of such agreat ship of the line had been explained, Doctor Syn was led to the Admiral’s
cabin to partake of sherry before dining. It waswhil e they were sipping their wine, and the parson was plying the
Admira with questions, that the old sea-dog picked up a paper from his chart-table. It was sealed, and oninquiry no
one seemed to know who had placed it there. Certainly theinnocent parson with hisnai ve questions on nautical
matters was never suspected. He continued to blink through his spectacles at the wonders around him, till the
Admiral brokethe seal and roared out, “ Of all the unparalleled pieces of impertinence!”



“Why, whatever--?" asked the parson.

“Y our Romney Marsh scoundrel,” roared on the Admiral. “Listen, I’ll read it to you. Tomorrow night, whatever
sea may be running, | will be lying off the fairway opposite the entrance of Dover harbour, with my bow down
Channel. | will signal you with a flasher. Threelong and two shorts, till you reply. If you wish meto do what
apparently the King' s Navy cannot do, you will follow my stern lantern, which will be orange, at two cables’ length,
and I, the Scarecrow, will showyou that | can capture thisimpertinent Frenchman Delacroix. | will further hand
him over to you and thank you to keep him prisoner so that he cannot rob me of any more of my cargoes of
contraband Now, Doctor Syn, did you ever hear such bragging nonsensein your life?’

Doctor Syn blinked through his spectacles and then replied mildly. “Bragging? Well, | don't know. This
Scarecrow, whoever he may be, had a curious knack of keeping hisword, and if he captures this Frenchman for you,
| fail to seethat you will have cause of complaint.”

“Upon my soul,” retorted the Admiral, “I believe | shall go.”

“Of courseyou will,” replied Doctor Syn. “I cannot imagine you missing such an adventure.”

“You'reright,” replied the old sea-dog. “I will not missit. Andif you ve the mind, why, tomorrow night I'll
giveyou aberth aboard the Vengeance and you shall seethe funtoo.”

Doctor Syn shook his head. “And what should the old parson do in the midst of fighting men? No sir, | amtoo
fond of peace, aye, and of theland too.”

CHAPTER 13

THE SCARCROW KEEPSHISWORD

The next day all shore leave was cancelled aboard the Vengeance. Gunsand ammunition werelooked to, and at
dusk all hands were piped to action stations.

The moon was nearly at the full, so that as night set in the Channel was plainly visible. Therewasagood sea
running, for the wind was strong, blowing great white clouds across the moon. It wasn't but an hour to midnight
when the lookout vessel signaling from the fairway. The Admiral went on deck and made out along slender vessel
rigged fore and aft, that had come to anchor bow pointing down the Channel.

“Well, I'm damned,” gjaculated the Admiral. “That’s her signa right enough. | never thought the rogue would
keep hisword.” Hethereupon ordered the captain to sail out of the harbour and to fetch up within tow cables of the
stranger’s stern.

“ She looks French by her cut, sir,” said the Captain. * Supposeit’sthe privateer and not this Scarecrow. Do you
think they arein league?’

“they’ll get pepper together if they are,” the Admiral replied, with his glass upon thevessel. “But | think not.
However, they can hardly do us any harm.”

Asthey tacked round and approached the vessel they saw that the stern light was fashioned in the shape of ajack-
o’-lantern. A mighty pumpkin, with anorange light behind the eyes and grinning mouth. The man-o’-war hailed
her, asking what ship and flag.

For answer there was hoisted to the peak the flapping figure of a scarecrow.

“A good enough omen,” laughed the Admiral. “For one day soon this Scarecrow will hand. And look, sure
enough thereisthe very rascal by thetiller.”

With amighty howling and shrieking which might have been derision or enthusiasm, some fifty figures arose
from the deck and waved their arms over the bulwarks, while standing by thetiller the tallest, wildest figure of them
al cried out in araucousvoice: “Greetingsto the Vengeance and the great Admiral. If you're for seeing British
beat the French, follow in our wake. We're off to recover the worth of our tubs from the French privateer.”

He sang out an order and hiswild screaming Night-riders, now turned sailors, dashed to the ropes, and the
Greyhound’ s sails took the wind as the anchor was weighed, and she was skimming over the sea with the speed of
he own name, followed by the slower-going man-o’-war.

The Scarecrow knew his course, for he had arranged that certain of his plans should be betrayed to Captain
Delacroix from some of his own French associates, who hated the French captain for having robbed them. Behind
them lumbered the great ship of theline. For four hours they sailed on azigzag course down but steadily acrossthe
Channel. The Scarecrow took care that his great escort did not lose sight of him. He calculated that they must be
within eight miles of the French coast when they heard cannon fire.

“That will be our decoy luring him towards us,” said the Scarecrow to Hellspite.
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“And that looksto melike ‘em,” replied the wildly dressed sexton.

Sure enough Mippswasright, and presently acrosstheir course flew two luggers with alarger one that carried
more sail in pursuit. “That's Delacroix,” said the Scarecrow. “Put a shot across her bows.”

“No!” cried the Admiral. “Nofiring. ‘Fore God, I’d rather look afool ashore than shoot a brave man
swvimming.”

Meanwhile with strong strokes the Scarecrow was seen cresting the waves and being hauled aboard his boat.

“About ship!” roared the Admiral. “Then give‘em awarning shot, and if they don’'t heaveto, after ‘em,.”

But they were reckoning without Sexton Mipps and his former knowledge of the sea. He had been very busy in
his master’ s absence, so that by the time the great seventy -four swung round the Scarecrow was aboard the
Greyhound, which, full canvas set and a cable towing the partially disabled privateer in her wake, was gathering
speed and wind in favour.

“Good little devil,” cried the dripping Scarecrow, clapping Mipps on the back. “We'll slip that cableif
necessary, but we'll find the privateer a useful addition to our smuggling fleet. We've got the start, and we'll keep it
so long aswe keep out of line of fire. Keep dead ahead of her and tack whenever she swings.”

Once only did the guns of the Vengeance roar out after the warning shot, but whether the gunnerswerein
sympathy with the Scarecrow’ sdaring or not, it is certain that the salvo fell short, and the flag-ship returned to
Dover harbour next morning with the prize of one French captain.

A week late Doctor Syn once more looked up the rope ladder that hung from the side of H,M.S. Vengeance. This
time no searunning. The harbour waslikeamirror. Heturned, however, to the sailors who had rowed him out to
be entertained by hisfriend Admiral Troubridge, and shaking hishead said: “Y ou don’t expect meto climb up that
thing, surely. | simply could not doit.”

“All right, sir,” replied the sailor. “Hey, there! Let down the gamming chair.”

“What?’ replied a sailor of thewatch.

“Shove down an Admiral’scradle. A gamming stool. The reverend gentleman don't like ropes.”

Down came a cushioned chair with no legs, but hanging straps. Doctor Syn was strapped in. “Right away for
heaven them,” cried the sailor. The poor parson, swinging round and round, was hoisted on to deck and conducted
to the Admiral, who told him that the Scarecrow had swarmed up that very rope-ladder with a heavy swell running.

“But for all that,” said the Admiral, after recounting his adventure, “1 am disappointed in therascal. Hetold me
he would take wine with me within the week, and I’ ve kept this bottle on purpose. Well, he won't come now, so let
me pour you out aglass.”

“| rather expect he was just bragging, don’t you, sir?’ said the parson.

“Aye,” replied the Admiral. “He |l never dare come aboard again and drink with me. But for all that, | rather
thought he would.”

“Allow something for abragging rascal,” smiled the parson, holding up hisglass. “In any case you caught the
Frenchman.”

“And got no glory for it,” retorted the sea-dog. “Every sailor aboard went ashore telling the facts as they
happened, making the Scarecrow more of ahero than ever. However, as| say, he’ snot quite the man | thought him.
He has not dared to come to my cabin and sample this sherry.”

“Well, in his stead, let me drink your very good health, sir,” replied Doctor Syn, who had at |east the private
satisfaction of knowing that the Scarecrow was no braggart, but he thought it wiser to keep such knowledge to
himself.

CHAPTER 14

DOCTOR SYN ARRANGESA DUEL

General Troubridge was not in favour of his officers duelling. He gave Mg or Faunce strict orders to watch over

such “affairs of hounour”, and unless the cause was such that no gentleman could refrain from “going out,” the
argument was brought to the General, who acted as peacemaker. Consequently the Dragoons did not fight over such
trifles asthe correct set of a cravat, nor for any so-called insult over the critical points of afavourite horse or dog.

But when the quarrel touched the honour of alade, whey, then the General showed the romantic side of his
humanity. He never attempted to stop an affair of honour connected with the officers under him when he learnt that
the aggressor had offered insult to the mother, wife, sister or sweetheart of one of hisdragoons. “Go and wing him,
sir. Go and spit him, sir,” hewould cry, “and may God defend the right and a Gentleman Dragoon.”
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Now it chanced that a certain officer of acertain regiment of Foot was appointed to acommand in Dover Castle.
Thisdlim, elegant, though cadaverous fellow went by the rank and name of Captain Raikes. Hisworst enemy was
ready to own that Raikes was awizard with steel or lead, but would whisper behind his back that never had there
been such an evil, cantankerous prince of catsin the British Army. Raikeswas arich man who had traveled widely
on the Continent, and had spent much money at the various fencing academies, till he had become the very butcher
of asilk button, which his point could pick off with the dexterity of aquick-job tailor. With hisasword fight could
be safely continued just so long asit amused him, but whenever it pleased him to terminate further exertion, it was
but “one”, “two” and the “third” in your bosom.

Thisundesirable quarreler became acquainted with Troubridge’ s Dragoons, and fegling, no doubt, the inferiority
of theinfantry to the acknowledged superiority of the cavalry, went immediately to find occasion for proving that a
Captain of Foot could excel any hard-riding Dragoon in the subleties of the sword or the flight of abullet.

Knowing the terrible reputation of this man of blood, General Troubridge trembled for the safety of hishigh-
spirited young officers, and put Major Faunce the more on hisguard. Perhaps Captain Raikes thought the better of
the Dragoons by reason of the tact and skill with which they avoided a meeting with him, and to think the better of
anyonewas, in the heart of Captain Raikes, to wish adifferent opinion, which would not be difficult, he knew, if he
could but get one of them to face him on the greensward.

Now through information retrieved from spies of the Customs that the Scarecrow was planning another of his
colossal contraband runs, the Dragoons were ordered from Canterbury and billeted upon the Foot Regiment at Dover
Castle. At thetime of the Dragoons’ arrival Captain Raikes was Officer of the Mess, and although responsible for
hisguests' comfort, found that he could as easily irritate them in many little ways. However, thanks to the General’s
warning and Major Faunce' svigilance, the cavalry officers pretended neither to notice his sneers nor to comprehend
hisoffensiveremarks.

And then came the affair of the Garrison Ball, which gave Bully Raikes the opportunity he had been seeking.

Everyonein the neighbourhood that could boast rank or gentility wasinvited, and Captain Raikes was appointed
by his Colonel to undertake the onerous duty of Master of Ceremonies. No doubt the good Colonel thought that the
very obligation of such an office would force the quarrel some Captain to behave himsalf. In this he was mistaken,
for Raikes was determined to make the evening an occasion for fixing aquarrel with one of the Dragoons, and the
man he picked upon as the most delectable to quarrel with was young Brackenbury, a handsome officer who had
recently been promoted to a captaincy, and was the fortunate husband of Sir Henry Pembury’ s youngest daughter
Kate.

That night it was not only her husband and her father, the Lord of Lympne, but every fair-minded man and
woman too in the ballroom who voted her the most beautiful in all that galaxy of beauty. Raikesthought so too, and
in his conceit imagined that he could easily gain adouble conquest against the hated Dragoons by killing the
husband and in time ruining the wife. What was only meant for a smile of the purest courtesy from her kind,
ladylike and pure eyes he translated as something more intriguing, something indeed of invitation, which any
gentleman knowing Kate Brackenbury would have known was not possible to such a peerless girl.

Inthis Raikes' experience showed itself misinformed and most lamentably ignorant. AsMaster of Ceremonies
he claimed the right to dance with her once, and dared to whisper something which brought the blush of shameto
her cheeks. He misinterpreted that blush and hisignorance of purity plunged him only the further into error. Her
exquisite beauty had caught hisimagination, and he blundered on to what was eventually to prove his great disaster.

The scene of hisdisaster wasin one of the large card-rooms adjoining the dancing floor. 1t was during an
interval between play, and the Master of Ceremonieswaswell within hisrightsto enter in order to persuade the
gueststo take their promised partnersfor the next quadrille. Sir Henry Pembury and his daughter weetalkingto a
group of dragoon officers, amongst whom were General Troubridge and Captain Brackenbury.

Raikes approached them with, “By my faith, gentlemen, but ‘tisill taste of you to hold a council of war when
your fair partners are waiting to be led out for the quadrille. Areyou sharing condolencesthat by thistime
tomorrow your regiment will no doubt be once more the laughing-stock of this low-bred smuggler, the Scarecrow?
‘Fore God, if | don’t forfeit my night’ srest and ride out to see the fun. | imagine that the Scarecrow islooking
forward to it rather more than yourselves.” Then turning to Kate Brackenbury, and eyeing her through his quizzing-
glass, he added, “But the contempl ation of yet another disaster to your husband’ s regiment cannot be very
entertaining to you, Madame. | therefore offer you my hand to conduct you to something morelively: To wit, the
fiddles and quadrille.”

“My remaining dances for the evening have aready been promised, Captain Raikes,” she answered coldly.

“And who has the honour of thisone, may | ask?’ demanded the Captain.

“If you must know, sir, my husband, Captain Brackenbury,” she retorted.



“Oh, sink me, no!” replied Raikes. “AsMaster of Ceremonies| refuseto alow such a pretty girl to be bored
with her own husband, and | am sure he will reasonably and no doubt gladly release you.”

“1 thank you, sir,” wastheicy reply, “but | have no wish to be released”

“Any morethan | have, sir,” added young Brackenbury with an angry flush.

Endeavouring to wither the bully with alook of extreme contempt, General Troubridge rapped out: “If in your
position of our host you have anything to say to us, sir, | be that you will do so and withdraw. Sir Henry here will
bear me out that we were making use of this card-room to indulge in alittle private conversation.”

“1 guessthetrend of it,” laughed Raikes. “No doubt you were laying out a plan of campaign to avoid open fight
with the Scarecrow’ smen, eh?”’

Sr Henry Pembury, though secure enough by reason of age, gout and his position as magistrate, stepped up to
Raikes and said bravely, “| rather think, sir, that you are forgetting your mannersin the presence of my daughter.”

Y oung Brackenbury also took a step forward and added, “I suggest, Sir Henry, that Captain Raikes could hardly
forget what he has so obviously never learnt.”

“And | suggest something entirely different, and certainly moredroll,” said akind, sweet voice from the door
behind the back of the bully Captain, who turned and confronted the neat black-frocked figure of Doctor Syn, Vicar
of Dymchurch.

“1 don’t know that we are very anxious to hear your suggestion, reverend sir, however droll,” sneered Raikes,
furious that his opport unity of calling out Brackenbury was for the moment postponed.

“Now look you, sir,” went on doctor Syn amiably. “Although | cannot say with any particle of truth that nay of
us have ever heard the smallest thing about you in your favour, my profession compels me ever to put the best
complexion upon man or beast, and under whichever category you may be classed, | promise you that | shall feel
myself obligated to do you what justiceis possible for what | fear isavery bad case. Apart from my duty tomy
cloth, | confessthat | dislike you intensely, as| verily believe every other honest man must do, but still for al that
[

“Hold your damned interfering tongue, you old fool,” interrupted Captain Raikes. “Y our cloth offersyou
protection which you are using to unfair advantage. One treats a person as one does awoman~~"

“With the full use of your ill-breeding, sir?’ suggested Doctor Syn.

“Sink me, sir,” retorted the bully hotly, “but you are taking an unfair advantage~~"

“A practice which | understand you so often do yourself,” put in the parson mildly.

“You know very well that | cannot challenge you, cried out Raikes.

“| fail to see why not, unlessit isthat you are as cowardly as| think you to be,” smiled Doctor Syn. “But let me
remind you,” he went on pleasantly, “ That if you do so far honour me, that it is my province to choose the weapons,
and have you any ideawhat they would be? No? Well, | will tell you. Like any other bully—and | confess that
thereis as much of the bully in me asthereisin you—I should choose the best weapon for my own advantage, and a
weapon which | venture to think | am a greater exponent of than yourself, unless you have been, like | have, an
Oxford tutor. | warnyou, sir, that this experience has taught me to wield the birch with good effect, and as they say
that to spare therod isto spoail the child, | will promise not to spoil you.”

“Doyou imagine, sir, for one moment that a Captain of Foot, who has fought in affairs of honour al over the
world, would fight or even bandy words with adoddering old parson?’ Therage of Captain Raikes wasthe further
increased since he was well aware that the Dragoon officers were enjoying thiswrangle.

“Quite honestly, sir,” replied Doctor Syn, “1 should not be surprised to hear you deny to fight anyone unless you
felt entirely safein doing so, and that brings me to what | called my droll suggestion. Suppose you make good your
words about tomorrow night. Suppose you forgo your sleep and ride out to Romney Marsh in order to witness, as
you mentioned, the discomfiture of these gallant Dragoons. Suppose, with your superior tactics of war, you locate
this Scarecrow yourself and repeat to him some sort of the remarks we have heard you meke of him tonight. Let me
see, what wasit? | think you called him alow-bred smuggler. Although never having met the gentleman faceto
face, | suppose | must look upon him as one of my parishioners, and, however villainousthe rascal is, take an
interest in him. 1 wonder whether you would repeat your words to his face now, en?’

“What isall thisrigmaroleaiming at?’ demanded Raikes.

“Just this,” continued the Doctor. “Y ou have the reputation of knowing alittle about fence. Well, fromall |
hear, thislow-bred smuggler gave avery gentlemanly account of himself when his sword met that of the famous
French privateer, Captain Delacroix, who owned at histrial that he counted it no shameto be disarmed by such a
gallant swordsman. ‘A gallant swordsman’ is something more polite than the term you used, ‘ alow-bred smuggler’.
Now, granted first that we are most anxiousto rid our Marshes of thisimpudent fellow, and granted also that this
neighborhood is aso anxiousto rid itself of your cowardly conceit, my droll suggestion isthat you challengethe



Scarecrow and either kill him or let him kill you, so that thisfair part of Kent may at least berid of one very dirty
scoundrel.”

“Could | comefaceto face with therascal,” cried out Raikes, “| would certainly show these tardy Dragoon how
to deal with alaw-breaker.”

“Good!” exclaimed the parson. “Y ou hear, gentlemen? Captain Raikes has expressed hiswillingnessto fight the
Scarecrow. Theonly difficulty is, how isthisto be acconplished? None of usknow who the Scarecrow is.
However, | rather think that if we spread the news of this challenge, the Scarecrow’ s spies, who seem to be here,
there and everywhere, will inform their elusive master, and | cannot imagine that the Scarecrow will deny himself
the pleasure of running Captain Raikes through the body.”

“Beware of making rash promises, Captain Raikes,” put in the General. “There are many who affirm that this
Scarecrow is possessed of supernatural powers, and who knows he may even now be overhearing you. Areyou
quite sure that you have the courage to face as good a swordsman as you are yourself?’

“Supernatural powers?” echoed Raikes. “Y ou would think so. A very pretty excuse too for your failure to keep
himin Dover Castle. But | assure you that | have no fear even of the devil himself.”

“Very comforting for you,” sighed Doctor Syn. “For | think thereis very little doubt but that you and the devil
will be boon companionswhen it isyour turn to leave thisworld.”

“Now look you here, reverend sir,” retorted Raikes. “My patience is none of the best~~"

“Nor mine, sir,” smiled the parson. “1 hear thefiddlersinviting usto the quadrille, and whereas Captain
Brackenbury was naturally disinclined for you to lead out hiswife, | am sure he will release her to me. Come, my
dear Kate. | promised you that | would try to dancejust once, if you would pilot me. By your |eave, gentlemen.
Oh, and, Raikes, my good fellow, if you meet this Scarecrow of ours, bewarned. They say hisfaceand figure are
positively terrifying. Ask Major Faunce there, who has seen him. Ask Captain Brackenbury, who has actually
captured him. Horrible, most horrible, they lead me to understand. So don’t be frightened, will you?”

“Now, my dear Kate, for the quadrille,” chuckled the parson, “1 confessthat | feel very frightened of cutting a
comical figure, but at least | am proud of my partner.” And so, to the tune of the fiddles, Doctor Syn led Kate
Brackenbury out into the ballroom. Ignoring Raikes, Sir Henry and the General followed, while the laughing
Dragoons brought up the rear.

Raikes, however, knowing that he had cut the poorest figure, pulled Brackenbury by the sleeve, saying: “You
will give me satisfaction, sir, for you grossinsult. | can only presume that you arranged for that fool parson to come
aong with hisinsultsin the nick of time to save you from meeting me. But that will not do, sir. | shall expect to
hear from you.”

“Very well, sir,” assented Brackenbury bravely, though in his heart he knew that he was doomed.

“The choice of weaponsiswith you,” went on Raikes. “I presumethat even aDragoon will fight likea
gentleman and not insist on being mounted and armed with a clumsy sabre.”

“1 will take no advantage of amereinfantryman,” replied Brackenbury, with astiff bow. “Neither will | chance
totheflight of abullet. 1t will be swords, sir, andif | lose, | shall at least have done my best to rid the Army of a
very pretty scoundrel.” And with another bow he joined hisbrother officers.

Half an hour later a sergeant on duty approached Captain Raikes.

“A letter, sir, addressed to the Master of Ceremonies.”

“Who brought it?" asked Raikes.

“No one, sir. One of the sentries happened to seeit lying on the porch steps.”

Raikes opened it and read:

Doctor Syn, who isno friend to me, but rather my sworn enemy by reason of his friendship with the Dragoons,
told you my spies are everywhere. Hewas correct. | have already heard that you have publicly styled me“ a low
bred smuggler” , and have challenged me. | take you up. If you dare face devils and dangers, be at Botolph's
Bridge upon Romeny Mar sh by tomorrow midnight, where one of my Night-riderswill await you and arrange
matters. | choose swords, and there will be lanterns aswell as the full moon. You may bring a second, if you can
find oneto act for you. | think we may dispense with a surgeon. An undertaker would be more to the purpose

This was not the only mysterious letter found that night, for as a very wretched Brackenbury handed hiswifeinto
Sir Henry’ s coach, Doctor Syn, who was of their party for the return journey, noticed a paper sealed with aplain
wafer upon the seat. It was addressed to Captain Brackenbury, who read it by the light of the coach lamp.



Sir, no reflection upon your skill as a swordsman, but Raikes, make your appointment a quarter of an hour before
midnight at Botolph’s Bridge. If you do this, your lady wife will not be deprived by a brute of a very gallant
husband.

(Signed) The Scarecrow

“What isit, dear?’ asked Kate.

“A note of hand for acard debt which | forgot to collect,” lied the Captain, for he had not told hiswife of the
peril hewasin.

“You will do what the note says, whispered Doctor Syn, who had been shown the message. “For this Scarecrow
has afiner sense of honour than your antagonist. For Kate'ssake, | beg you to obey.”

Back in his study at Dymchurch, Doctor Syn found his faithful Sexton Mipps awaiting orders. Having informed
him of the bad business connected with Raikes, Doctor Syn completed arrangements for the next night’s ‘run’.

“1 have persuaded the General that his best plan will be to ambush on the sea-wall and attack the smugglers as
they land the tubs on Dymchurch sands. At the same time the Sandgate Revenue cutter isto attack from the sea.
Now there will be no unloading upon Dymchurch sands. Let the luggers approach shore about midnight, appear to
be suspicious, put to seaagain and land the goods when the cutter has gone, upon the far side of Dungeness. This
will keep the Dragoonswell occupied during my business at Botol ph’ s Bridge, where | hope to show our Night-
riders some very pretty sword-play aswell as giving this Raikes alesson which heisnot likely to forget.”

CHAPTER 15
IN THE RING OF DEMONS

With the shadow of death upon him, asall thought, it was not difficult for young Brackenbury to obtain leave from
duty, so that soon after the Dragoons had left for Dymchurch he was free to ride by a different route for Boltoph's
Bridge. It wasacold night with aclear moon. Never had young Brackenbury felt so cut off from the world as he
viewed that desolate scene while awaiting his antagonist. For the sake of secrecy they had agreed to fight without
seconds and to the death.

The eeriness of that empty Marsh robbed the young officer of al hope. Even the Scarecrow could not save him,
for the only moving figure on that wide expanse was Death on Horseback, in the shape of the dreaded Captain
Raikes as he trotted towards him along the winding road. Theinn by the bridge was dark and closeshuttered.
There could be no hope from there, for he was quite sure that its inhabitants and cronies would be far away upon the
Scarecrow’ s business. In adream he saw the cadaverous Raikes dismount, strip off hisriding coat, hisvest, roll up
his sleeves, ook at hisfob-watch and scan the Marsh before drawing his sword. Inthe same dream Brackenbury
found that he had done the same, except that hislast act, after viewing the time from hisfob-watch, wasto say a
prayer towards the distant heights of Lympne, where in the Castle slept his adorable wife, little realizing that her
husband was about to go to death, unless the Scarecrow could perform amiracle.

“Wewill fencealittlefirst to warm us up,” laughed Raikes.

“1 came hereto fight, sir, not to fence,” replied the other coldly.

The moment they came on guard Brackenbury attacked furiously, so that Raikes actually had to retreat, which he
did with a sneer of amusement on hisface. “A gentleman should keep histemper evenin afight,” he said, and then
without effort he began to drive back the younger man.

It was then that above the ring of the swords there arose, as from the very bowels of the Marsh, acry, loud and
piercing, as of athousand devils. Brackenbury saw alook of terror in his enemy’s eyes, and this same terror seemed
to arrest his sword-arm. This happened as Brackenbury was making a desperate lunge, and unable to check himself
the young man felt his point prick into the other’ sforearm. Raikes stood still and stared at something behind
Brackenbury, who panted out: “1 apologize. | did not intend a mean advantage.”

“Look,” whispered Raikes. “In God's name’

“No, inthe devil’ sname, Mister Butcher Raikes,” cried out afierce raucousvoice. Brackenbury turned and saw
along length of unnatural light shining up from what appeared to be a deep crack in the earth, while aboveit, as
though risen from hell, sat the wild, black, ragged figure of the Scarecrow astride his fierce black steed. At the same
time another wild yell of derision arose from the supernatura light, and from it there appeared somefifty ghastly
figures—witches and demons.

Out from the deep dry dykein which they had been concealed, they rode on fantastically trapped horses, and
waving their jack-o’-lanterns about their heads, they galloped round thefield, closing in acircle around the mazed



duelists. Theninto that circle of light rode the Scarecrow, with adrawn sword in hishand. Leaping from hishorse,
his raucous voice croaked through the hideous mask: “Captain Brackenbury, your honour can rest satisfied. You
have drawn first blood. In any case, | the Scarecrow, have first claim to meet this butcher’ s sword, for he challenged
me before he challenged you. So, on guard, Butcher. On guard, and enjoy your last fight for sometime.”

The Scarecrow leapt forward and Raikes had barely timeto guard himself. Brackenbury confessed afterwards
that he was almost sorry for Raikes. He had no chance. The horror of the scene unnerved him. Surrounded by
ghastly devilsthat shrieked with glee at his discomfiture, he was driven round and round in that circle by the
Scarecrow’ s blade, and was unabl e to cope with avehemence he had never before experienced.

Twice hefell, and twice was ordered up, only to be driven backwards again by the lightning stedl, until at last he
went down amidst ahowl of derision, while the Scarecrow wiped his sword upon hisragged cloak, saying: “I had a
mind to passit through his heart instead of his shoulder, but thiswill keep him quiet, | fancy, for along time.

Where' sHellspite?’

A little man dressed as adevil came forward and opened a box of surgical appliances, from which the Scarecrow
skillfully dressed the wound. “Ready for the cart,” said the Scarecrow when this was done, and into the circle came
an old vegetable cart driven by ayokel muffled up to the eyes. “Captain Brackenbury,” he went on, “we are
returning him with these other vegetables to his regiment, while you will be escorted back to Lympne, for | cannot
afford to let you communicate with the Dragoonstonight. But you may tell your General in the morning that while
his troopers were guarding Dymchurch Wall the Scarecrow carried out a most profitable run upon the further side of
Dungeness. Lead the Captain to hishorse. ThisRaikeswill forfeit his, and his charger shall turn pack pony. And
not for Dungeness.

Ashewasled away, Brackenbury saw the Scarecrow pick up Raikes sword, snap it across his knee and throw it
broken into the cart, where Raikes was being covered with the contents of many vegetabl e baskets.

The next morning ayokel unharnessed his cart-horse before the cookhouse of Dover Castle. “Goin’ to get him
shod. I'll comeback for the cart,” he said. But that he never did, and when the pile of cabbages was removed they
uncovered the half-conscious body of Raikes. His broken sword lay beside him, and a notice was pinned to his coat:
“VEGETABLES—W!ITH THE SCARECROW’'S COMPLIMENTS’. And afew days|ater Doctor Syn chuckled to
himself when he heard that Captain Raikes had resigned his commission and | eft the neighbourhood.

CHAPTER 16

THE CLUEOF THEGILT BUTTON

In the days of Doctor Syn very few villages could boast of more prosperity than Dymchurch-underthe-wadl. The
Vicar himself was a man of some means and very generous. Besides, on behalf of aneedy parishioner he could
aways draw on the wealth of Sir Antony Cobtree, who was the class of squire who took a personal interest in his
tenants welfare,

Y et none knew better than the Squire and the Vicar that the chief local benefactor was the notorious Scarecrow.
Indeed Doctor Syn would sometimes remark whimsically that the leader of the Romney Marsh smugglers had his
uses, for despite hisrogueries hewas at least a considerable employer of labour, putting more money into the
farmers' pocketsthan their farms could possible produce, and more into the fishermen’s pockets than their best
catches could warrant.

Therefore apoor man upon the Marsh was looked upon as either lazy or untrustworthy, for, what with the
generosity of the Squire, the Vicar and the Scarecrow, there was plenty of money to be earned. And such a man was
Craigen, atall powerful brute, who preferred drinking money to earning it. He was a small-part owner inasailing
vessel with the two Evendens, one of whom, John, had married Craigen’ ssister. Although John and his brother
Edmond took by far the greater shares, they allowed Craigen, by reason of hisrelationship, a proportionate
allowance on each catch, these catches being more often tubs than fish, for the Evendens trafficked in contraband,
and wee the only smugglers that had not been co-operated into the Scarecrow’ sgang. The Evendenswould have
made far more money had they joined under the banner of the smuggling genius, but they were obstinate men who
preferred to go their own way.

Asfor Craigen, the Scarecrow would have no dealingswith him at al, sending him the whimsical message that a
man for whom neither Church nor State had any respect was not afit man to ride with his Night Demons of the
Marsh. Henceit wasthat the crew of the Evenden boat had no liking for the Scarecrow.
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Craigen had no liking for anyone but himself, and hated particularly any more prosperous. He therefore included
hisbrothers-indaw in hisvast list of enemies, and for along time he had contempl ated the possibility of getting rid
of them by violent means. No sooner had this crime become an obsession in his drunken brain than he took stepsto
put it into operation. Being a drunken blunderer, he was bound to slip up on his very first step, for, thinking that his
sister had gone to Folkestone with her husband, when she had only gone into Hythe market, she walked into her
bedroom, the door of which he had neglected to lock, and discovered his dressed in the Sunday suit of her husband
and surveying thefit in the cracked pierglass.

“What on earth are you doing in John’ s best clothes?” she demanded angrily.

“Only satisfying myself about abet, so don’t take on,” replied Craigen sheepishly. “A lying rogue at the Ship
Inn told methat your John was afiner set-up man than myself, and that his clotheswould flap around me. | said
John was afine figure of aman certainly, but that we were both of asize, and | just thought ashow I’d prove the
man aliar by trying on John’s suit, see? No harm in that, considering the rogueiswilling to bet ashilling oniit.

And look here, |ass, if you say nothing to John, who we know is hot-tempered over trifles, I'll giveyou asilver
fourpenny out of the money when | winit.”

“1 want none of your dirty money,” snapped hissister. “Y ou put them clothes back where you found ‘em, and
never dare to comeinto our bedroom again.”

“Y ou won't be so gross-gained when you see the shining fourpenny,” laughed Craigen. “Get downstairswhilel
changeinto my own comfortable clothes. | never did hold with John trying to dress on Sundays like the gentry. A
smuggler didn’t ought to go to church, | say.”

Down the ladder stairway went his sister, snorting indignation. She waited for her brother, however, inthe
kitchen below, for she was determined to see for herself that he took nothing out with him. She had missed things
before when her rogue brother was short of money and craved for drink.

In this case Craigen proved too cunning for her. Wanting the clothes for another purpose to what he had said, he
tied them in abundle and dropped them out of the casement behind a gooseberry bush. Then, closing the drawer
from which he had taken them with as much noise as possible, he came downstairs, saying: “Thereyou are, |ass,
and no harm done. Now that | can seewe are of asize, I'll take on his bet and get Mr. Mipps to measure us up with
hiscoffinrule. | only bet onwhat I’m sure on, see? Keep it to yourself and you’ Il get your silver bit.”

She shut the door after him, so that he was able to go round the house and collect this bundle without being seen.
After taking the clothes to his own cottage he went to the Ship Inn, where he began to spend his savings on rum,
telling everyone that he needed cheering up after hearing histwo brothers-in-law quarrelling so badly. When turned
out by Mrs. Waggetts, the landlady, as having drunk enough, he went to the City of London, from which premises
he was soon warned off asbeing in no fit state for more, and then for the rest of the day he hid himself in one of the
high-backed seats of the Ocean Tavern.

Here he had the sense to behave himself, knowing that he needed all the drink he could get in order to put
courageinto his cowardly soul for what he had planned to do. When he | ft the Ocean that night he had the
satisfaction of knowing that in each inn he had visited he had at |east spread the lying news that there was the worst
blood between the Evenden brothers, and that the quarrel he had witnessed was likely to end in bad results.

Knowing that John Evenden had gone into Folkestone to make an arrangement for a hide of tubs, and that his
brother Edmond would be going down to the boat with the nets which he had been mending, he had marked out
Edmond asthe victim for his purpose. Thisfittedinwell with hisdiabolical scheme. He, Craigen, would wear
John’ s suit, so that if there were blood-spots on his clothes it would be John, and not himself, that would be
implicated. He knew Edmond’s habit of bringing the nets down into the cabin without alight, so he cut away three
rings of the rough ladder from the deck, and with hisknife ready, waited for Edmond to stumble down. Thenall he
had to do was to depend upon rum-soaked courage to leap forward upon hisfallen victim, and with aresolute stroke
of the knife Edmond would be no more.

Thanksto hislies about the quarrel and the bloodstains on the clothes, John Evenden would be hanged and he,
Craigen, would gain sole ownership of the boat, which with ill-paid hands would gain him largeprofit, for he knew
all the people in France with whom hisrelative had dealt. So, primed to courage with rum, Craigen waited in the
darkness of the cabin.

Now it happened that John Evenden returned earlier than he thought possible from Folkestone. Hiswife had
elected to sit up latein order to do some neglected mending, so that he found her downstairs when he came home.

“Not yet abed, my lass?’ he asked. “| have done aprofitable deal. Better than | thought.”

“1 had some sewing to do,” replied hiswife.

“And you shall not be at alossfor that,” returned John heartily. “I have donewell, and my deal has brought me
many aguineain advance. We are to fish tomorrow night off Grisnez, and a French lugger isto come aongsidein
neutral waters. We are to hide what the ships aboard us beneath awriggling cargo of live fish. Now, had you been



lazily abed you might have got nothing out of my good fortune, but since | find you a hard-working lass, you shall
have five good golden guineas for yourself.” Whereupon he produced the money, which she straightaway put into
the tea-caddy.

“A and finding you at your mending,” went on John, “puts me in mind of something. My Sunday suit isall but
losing one of itsfine gilt buttons. So while | indulgein a pipe of my best Virginian, will you lash it on taut for me?
But, first tell me, where’s my brother Edmond?”

“He' s gone down to the boat with the mended nets,” explained hiswife.

Then she climbed up the ladder to the bedroom to fetch the Sunday coat. Her husband heard her open the drawer
in which his suit was kept, and although he did not know it, it was at that very second that Edmond stumbled on the
boat’ sladder, slipped and fell on to the cabin floor of the family boat, where he received six inches of steel through
hisheart.

“The suitisgone!” Mrs. Evenden cried out.

“Gone?’ repeated her husband. “ Oh, nonsense.”

Whitefaced and tight-lipped his wife came down into the kitchen. Five guineas from her husband ruled out any
doubtful obligation of asilver fourpenny from her brother, who would surely neglect to giveit to her. He never kept
hisword. Besides, she had never given hers. So Mrs. Evenden told her husband of Craigen’simpertinence
concerning the Sunday suit, adding significantly: “And now it'sgone. What doesit mean?’ Asif in answer there
came avery decided rapping upon the door. Had they known, they might have put down the sudden terror which
gripped them to the fact that Edmond had just gone to a sudden death and had come to warn them. 1t wasnot till the
rapping was repeated that they opened the door to find Doctor Syn standing there.

“Forgive the lateness of the hour for avisit,” he said, “but | have been visiting sick folk in the parish, and have
heard gossip that has distressed me. Isit true, John Evenden, that you have been quarreling with your brother
Edmond?’

“Good gracious, no, sir,” laughed John, ushering the kindly Vicar into the parlour. “Whoever said athing like
that?’

Doctor Syn did not tell him that his faithful Sexton Mipps had given him thereport. Nor did hetell him that he
had given Mipps instructions to watch the Evendens and Craigen on behalf of the Scarecrow’ sinterests. And then,
since everybody in Dymchurch trusted the tact and confidence of their Vicar, Mrs. Evenden told him of the incident
connected with the Sunday suit. Now John hated Craigen, and only tolerated him for hiswife' s sake, but he loved
hisbrother Edmond.

Perhaps it was thehearing of the story the second time that prompted him, or, as Mrs. Evenden afterwards
believed, it may have been that Edmond’ s spirit was permitted to communicate with him, but John Evenden gave a
sudden gasp of horror, and then seizing Doctor Syn’s hands, cried out: “For god’ s sake, sir, bide here abit with the
wife. | am going to theboat. Edmond went there. He's calling me asthough for help. I'm afraid, sir. I’'m afraid.”

Doctor Syn stayed with Mrs. Evenden and did his best to allay her fears, though John had gone, blundering to his
death, like hisbrother. It was Mippswho brought them theill tidings within the hour. 1l tidingsto Mrs. Evenden,
who learned that both her husband and brother-in-law had been foully murdered, and ill tidingsto doctor Syn when
Mipps produced two badly written scrawls on papers which he had taken from the stabbed bodies of the Evendens.
Doctor Syn read the scrawled message and frowned: “BY VENGEANCE OF THE SCARECROW.”

Mipps had persuaded the beadle to let him take these papersto the Vicar, who might be able to identify the
writing, since he had seen specimens of it before. “But it don't look like the Scarecrow’ sfist to me, Vicar,” said
Mipps, “and so | saysto the beadle. But the beadle, he says, ‘ The Scarecrow would disguise hiswriting,” he says,
‘when it comesto amatter of murder.’ All the samel saysthat | don’t hold the opinion that the Scarecrow did these
murders.”

“Nomoredo I, Mipps,” replied the vicar. “The murderer thinksto put the blame on him, that’sclear. Whoever
the Scarecrow may be, this night’ swork looks an awkward business for him, however innocent he may be of it.
True, some of our Dymchurch lads will wink at alittle cargo-running, but there’ s none of them would countenance
murder.”

“Whereismy brother?’ asked Mrs. Evenden suddenly.

“Ah,” replied Mipps. “He'sdown there now answering questions off of the beadle, who sent to his cottage and
had him routed out. They took some time to wake him too, him having had more drink than he could carry. And
wasit true that your husband had quarreled so fierce with his brother, like what Craigen says?’

“It wasawicked lie,” replied Mrs. Evenden. “Why, John had been into Folkestone and had not seen Edmond all
day. Doctor Syn will bear me out in that, since he had only returned afew minutes before the Vicar camein.”

Doctor Syn believed her, and after leaving her with aneighbour, he accompanied Mipps to the scene of the
crime. The bodies were lying side by side on the thwarts of the Evenden boat. Old Sennacherib Pepper, the



Dymchurch physician, had pronounced life to be extinct in both cases. While the bodies were attracting the
attention of the fast-increasing crowd of morbid sightseers, Doctor Syn unohtrusively climbed down the ladder into
the cabin. Hefound the three rungs that had been cut away lying in acorner. By thelight of the lantern he carried
he examined all the cracks between the ribbed sides of the vessel and the rough decking.

Meanwhile the folk above were moreinterested in the corpses than in the blood-stains in the cabin, so nobody
saw the Vicar stoop and pick up alarge gilt button, which he slipped into his pocket. But even then he continuesto
search every nook and cranny of the cabin.

In contrast to the unobtrusive behaviour of Doctor Syn wasthat of Craigen, who hysterically proclaimed his grief
with wild wringing of the hands, and bellowing out hisfamily disaster with loud curses against the Scarecrow. His
outbursts got on the nerves of Doctor Pepper, who, after seeing to the decent removal of the bodies, ordered Craigen
to be escorted home, put to bed, and be given a sleeping draught which he promised to bring along.

But it chanced to be the spiritual doctor who was destined to administer the draught, for, as Doctor Syn said to
Doctor Pepper, “I will takeit to him and save you the journey, for it ismy duty to see whether | cannot first give him
alittle spiritual consolation.”

This Doctor Syn did not attempt, but rather gave the sleeping draught to the bereaved rogue, so that he could as
quickly as possible make athrough search of his cottage, in order to find what he had failed to find in the cabin of
the boat. Hissearch wasrewarded. From aholein the ceiling of a cupboard he dragged forth what he had been
seeking—the Sunday clothes of John Evenden.

The coat of it, with one button missing, was sadly bespattered with blood. Had the vicar there and then carried
the suit to the authorities, the case against Craigen would have been complete, but it chanced that the Vicar had
aready made up his mind to go avery different way to work. He carried the suit to his Vicarage, and in the
presence of Mippsthe sexton, he shut it up in aniron chest.

“And now my good Mipps,” he said, when thiswas done, “sinceit is obvious that this double murderer hastried
to put anoose around our necks, well, we must use hisown life, justly forfeited, to our own advantage.”

“Certainly, Vicar,” agreed Mipps. “Hand him over to Jack Ketch and be done with him.”

Syn smiled and shook hishead. “On the contrary. This Craigen had done two murders, and with this monstrous
accusation against the Scarecrow might have done another by the simple means of putting a noose around the
Scarecrow’ s neck, which might have involved you too, asthe Scarecrow’ sfist lieutenant. Craigen, however, has
committed blunders. We never do commit them. In fact we have the skill which helacks. Thisbeing so, we will
alow him to hand over the Scarecrow to the Dragoons. In fact the Dragoons shall have the glory of killing the
Scarecrow. But alwayswith thisreservation, my excellent Mipps. The Scarecrow shall rise again before their eyes,
and the resurrection shall take place before the Scarecrow’s corpseis cold.”

Mipps scratched his head and shook it doubtfully. “I don’t understand, sir,” he said.

“No?’ queried Syn, who loved to befog the little sexton. “Then passthe brandy. For brandy clears the stupidest
head, and yoursin not always stupid. Now, your first office will be to spread the newsto the Night-riders secretly
that the Scarecrow did not do these murders, but that he knows already who did, and that he will forestall the law
and mete out his own quick punishment. Itisgood that the Scarecrow shall be feared.”

“Youthink Craigen did ‘em, eh?’ asked Mipps. “But how do you know?’

“From what Mrs. Evenden told me, and from what | saw in the Evenden boat.”

CHAPTER 17

THE TERROR OF CRAIGEN

At theinquiry, which was duly held at the Court House, Doctor Syn gave asimple evidence, but failed to say
anything about the Sunday suit, or any other thing that might point suspicion towards Craigen. Mrs. Evenden did
not appear, for, as Doctor Syn pointed out, it would be too cruel to expect her. Craigen, however, made up for her
absence by giving hisevidencein astorm of sobs. Infact hisobvious distress went greatly in hisfavour. His
brothers-in-law, he said, were the best of good men, and though by their death he certainly stood to gain ownership
of the family fishing boat, he would that he could forgo such fortune to have his brothers-in-law alive again. Inany
case he declared that he would see that his sister received full share of al his profits from fishing.

Doctor Syn chuckled at heart to hear Craigen thus playing the good man, and especially since the authorities
decided that the murders had indeed been committed by the Scarecrow. Amongst others who attended the
proceedings was General Troubridge, who was delighted that the elusive Scarecrow had implicated himself so



seriously, and he urged that the Marshes should be scoured till the miscreant was hanged. It was not till after dinner
at the Squire's, however, that Doctor Syn got a chance of any private conversation with him.

“I takeit, General,” he whispered, “that youare still asanxious as| have ever been to rid the countryside of this
Scarecrow.”

“Morethan ever now,” returned the General. “I grant that the writing on those papersis different to the other
scrawled notes we have seen of therascal’ s penmanship. But your beadle isright in affirming that any murderer
must first disguise hiswriting.”

“1 do not quite seethat,” replied Doctor Syn. “Why would he wish to disguise writing that he put his name so
boldly upon?’

“Ah,” replied the Generd knowingly. “Theways of criminalsare very irresponsible. | have not the slightest
doubt but that the Scarecrow did murder these men. Indeed, | will go so far asto say that | shall order my men to
shoot him on sight, rather than run the risk of taking him prisoner and |etting him do another miracul ous escape.”

“Y our attitude delights me,” whispered the Vicar. “We are going to get him thistime, | think, sir. Read this.”
Doctor Syn handed the General aletter which was obviously written in the up-and-down hand of the Scarecrow. It
read:

Doctor Syn, you are becoming a menaceto me, but | have no desireto kill a man of God, who istrusted by the
worst characters on Romney Marsh. | would rather bargain with you, and you shall find that my bargaining will
greatly benefit your parish. | therefore propose to lay my propositions before you in confidence and in your
Vicarage on Tuesday night, when | shall call upon you at midnight. Thereisno need to add that any treachery upon
your part, which | do not look for, will be met with the direst reprisals against your Church and happiness. Inany
caseyou will listen to what | haveto say if you are the sensible man | take you to be.—The Scarecrow.

When Doctor Syn unfolded his plan of dealing with this extraordinary situation, the General was so delighted that
he detailed Mgjor Faunce and a picked troop of Dragoons to put themselves under order of the Vicar of Dymchurch.

Thusit was that after the most careful preparation between Major Faunce, the Vicar and the sexton, Tuesday
night at a quarter before twelve of the clock saw three men in the sheltered study of Doctor Syn. These three were
the Vicar, the sexton and Craigen.

Now Craigen had for thelast few days drunk himself into aglorious state of self-congratul ation at the clever way
in which he had hoodwinked judge and jury. But there was one thing which disturbed any feeling of security, and
that was the mysterious disappearance of John’s blood-stained suit.

In spite of hislong spell of drinking since the inquiry, he remembered vividly that he had put it safely in the
cupboard ceiling. Who then had taken it? It wasin the hope of discovering this danger that had induced him to
obey the Vicar’ surgent request for him to visit him on that Tuesday night. Mipps had told him that hislifewasin
danger, but that the good Vicar, whose province it wasto look after the blackest sheep, was desirous of saving him.
Thusit wasthat Craigen listened to the true version of his crimes, while Doctor Syn talked on with apistol in his
right hand and a gilt button in his|eft.

“| picked this up in the cabin of the Evenden boat,” he said. “Y ou deceived the Judge and jury, but not me, my
friend. | recognized the button. | saw the three rings cut from the ladder, and God showed me what had happened.
Y ou dressed yourself in John’ s clothes so that no blood should stain your own. You wait for Edmond in the
darkness. Ashefallsyou stab, knowing that John would be accused sinceyou had spread the lie about their quarrel.
Then your cunning plan miscarries. Hardly had you raised yoursalf from your first victim, but the next fallsin upon
you. John, rushing to the rescue, is aso avictim, but the knife, and while crouching over your second prey you
conceive the thought of implicating the Scarecrow. Fool. The Scarecrow isacrimina who never makes mistakes.
Youdo. You should have noticed this button. 'Y ou should not have allowed me to give you Doctor Pepper’s
sleeping draught, for as soon as you were asleep | searched and found these.” With hisfoot Doctor Syn lifted thelid
of theiron chest and Craigen stared with horror at the blood-stained suit.

Thisdiscovery unnerved Craigen. “Hidethem!” he whispered hoarsely.

Doctor Syn let the heavy lid fall back with aclang, and asif in echo there came a sharp knocking at the front
door.

“Seewhoitis, Mipps,” ordered Syn.

Mipps returned with disquieting news for Craigen.

“It’ saparty of them Night-riders sent by the Scarecrow, Vicar. They wantsto hand Craigen on the gallowsin
front of the Court House.”

“Did you admit he was here?’ asked Syn fearfully.
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“No,” replied Mipps. “But | said the Scarecrow was, and searching the house. He'll be coming out soon to
search the stables, | says, and hisordersisthat you'reto lie hid till Craigen appears.”

“Why did you say that?' asked the Vicar.

“Because, sir,” went on Mipps, “I remembered our old scarecrow in the turnip patch. Because| hasalso adidike
of seeing aman, even Craigen here, wriggling for life on our gallows. It’stoo near the churchyard where | works.
Because the garden being full of men waiting for Craigen, the only way he can get away to hisboat isto dressin the
scarecrow’srags.”

Craigen looked at Mippsin adoration, so that Doctor Syn, who had rehearsed Mippsin this very speech, was able
to wink his amusement before adding: “Get the rags, then, while Craigen signs this confession of hiscrime. And
mark this, Craigen. If ever you return to this Marsh you shall hang.”

After dressing in therags, Craigen signed and gladly accepted a; purse of guineasto help him on hisway. Then
they let him out of the front door, closed it and waited. They heard hisstep on the gravel. A sharp word of
command, and then a crackle of musketry. A fall, arush of feet and then aknocking at the door. Mipps opened the
door, and the Vicar walked out wearily. “Well?" he asked.

“The Scarecrow isdead,” replied Major Faunce.

“And so would we have been if the Vicar hadn’t given him a purse of guineas,” said Mipps.

“Which | have great pleasure in restoring, reverend, sir,’ replied the Major. “May | add that you have played a
brave part tonight in trapping this rascal for us.”

“Areyou quite sure heisdead?’ asked Doctor Syn nervously.

“Beeasy, sir,” laughed the soldier. “I believe every shot went home. 'Y ou may sleep soundly while we carry the
body to Dover Castleto be hungin chains.”

But Doctor Syn did not sleep. No sooner had the Dragoons ridden away with Craigen’ s body stretched on a
empty cannon carriage brought for the purpose, than the Vicar was riding on his pony towards the secret stable on
the Marsh in which was kept the Scarecrow’ s horse Gehenna. Clad once morein his Scarecrow’ srags, he turned to
Mipps, who had preceded him, and said, “ Come to me tomorrow and hear how the Dragoons witnessed the
Scarecrow’ sresurrection.” Then he galloped away towards Dover.

On the brow of the hill above the Dover Town the Dragoons had halted, for a gust of wind had blown the sacking
fromthe corpse. Asthey adjusted it araucous voice cried out from the darkness: “Y ou may kill my body but you'll
never stop the Scarecrow’ s ghost from riding Romney Marsh. So to our next merry meeting, my valiant Dragoons.”
And then with aringing of hoofs and diabolical yellsthe great black specter of the Scarecrow thundered past them
and vanished in the night.

Thus was the Scarecrow established as aghost.

CHAPTER 18

THE BOW STREET RUNNER

Everybody realized that Doctor Syn, Vicar of Dymchurch, was the Scarecrow’ s chief enemy upon Romney Marsh.
That both men were popular in their different ways went without saying, for while the Scarecrow led his merry
rascals safely through many adventures, which if miscarrying would have meant the gallows, therascals' pockets
werewell lined as aresult, and their necks normal, so that since confidence in aman isthe surest road to popularity,
the Scarecrow was popular.

Also the very doubt asto whether the capable Captain of the NightOriders was a hero or devil, aman or aghost,
lent a mystery which isanother part towards the laurels of popularity. Doctor Syn, on the other hand, was asfair
and honest asthe day. Everybody said that. None suspected that there was any mystery about him. If he did not
talk much about his past—that was merely his unassuming way. A humility taught him not to talk about himself.
Thisquality, in the days when the influential clergy were pat to be despotic, went along way towards building up
the popularity which he enjoyed; and though he would thunder against all forms of wickedness from the pulpit, he
was ever tolerant with the sinner when he met him in the flesh.

Therefore hisvigorous attacks against the Scarecrow and smuggling were perhaps to some surprising. They said
that the Scarecrow was his dog-fish in the kiddle-net, which is fisherman’s synonym for beein the bonnet. He
admitted the Scarecrow’ singenuity readily enough and expressed admiration for the man’sdaring. Everybody, in
like manner, expressed their admiration for Doctor Syn’ sdaring in ranging himself so deliberately against the
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Scarecrow; for it had been conclusively shown that anyone crossing swords with the Scarecrow came to disaster
beforelong. Doctor Syn was constantly being warned by his well-wishers to leave the Scarecrow alone.

No doubt many of these advocates had their own good reasons for wishing the Scarecrow |eft alone, because he
brought them very considerable gains. No doubt also but that some of them were genuinely afraid for the good
Vicar, misguided though they thought him. For Doctor Syn made no secret when he received one or another of the
Scarecrow’ s up-and-down scrawls of fearful warning, which were |eft in surprising places, such as under his pillow
or upon his pulpit cushion, hewould carry it to General Troubridge, who was for ever boasting that neither he nor
Doctor Syn wereto beintimidated by the ghostly rider, whatever other folk might be.

Thiswas a sarcasm directed against Sir Antony Cobtree, who, although Leveller of the Marsh Scotts, Squire of
Dymchurch, and Chief Magistrate upon the Marsh, preferred a pleasant life with hisfamily, his horses, his dogs and
tenants; and if avery generous allowance of the best brandy found its way mysteriously into his cellars—well, he
was not the type of man to look a gift horsetoo closely in the mouth.

On the other hand, whenever Doctor Syn found a keg of brandy upon his Vicarage doorstep, with “ Scarecrow’s
Compliments” scrawled in chalk upon it, he would send the same keg to the Customs officer, who, although
drinking it himself, was neverthel ess ready to swear in any company or court of inquiry that Doctor Syn’sloyalty to
the Government was clear. But for al this, Mipps the sexton would often make this remark tothe Vicar when they
weregone: “A kegto the Customsain’t wasted, sir. They enjoys adrink same as we does; and thank God we can
produce as good brandy as any when we knows as how our guests are worthy of agood drink and to be trusted.”

It was surprising to many that despite Doctor Syn’s continual outbursts against the Scarecrow, he viewed the
nefarious exploits of Jimmie Bone the highwayman with extreme toleration. No one was more astonished at this
attitude of the good Vicar than the famous Mr. Hunt the Bow Street Runner. He called at the Vicarage and
presented his credentials.

“You're Doctor Syn, sir, Vicar of Dymchurch,” he said, with the decision of aman who makes a statement and
allowsfor no denidl.

Histone amused the Vicar, whoanswered: “I have no reason to be ashamed of that, sir. | am also styled Dean of
Peculiars, which puts me on apedestal alittle above my colleagues hereabouts. Do you wish meto cry your name
before the parish in holy matrimony, or what isit, Mr.”

“Hunt, sir. An officer from Bow Street, at your service, | hope.”

“Asto that, Mr. Hunt,” smiled Doctor Syn, “I cannot recall any deed of mine that can claim your service or
professional attentions. Unlessitisthat you are asuitor for the hand of one of our pretty Marsh girls, and wish me
to call thebans. Our feesare’

“l an’t down here, sir,” interrupted Hunt, “on any sentimental mission, | promiseyou. | ain't down here to put
no banns up, but to slip the pretty darbies upon the wrists of Gentleman James, known, | believe, in these parts as
Jmmie Bone.”

“Mr. Hunt, you will admit that you are a stranger to me,” replied the vicar amiably. “There | deny your claim to
expect me to ride with you against one of my most punctilious parishioners.”

“Your what?' gaculated Hunt.

“Please do not misunderstand me,” went on the genial parson. “I do assure you that whenever | meet our
notorious Jimmie, | do my best to make him see the error of hisways. But | must admit that thereis no man under
my ecclesiastical jurisdiction whoisso punctiliousin paying up histithesin full. | take hisword asto thefigureshe
earnsin sterling, and collect his tenth portion because it is my duty so to do. Thereisno canon that | know of which
tellsmethat | must question the means of income. Hetells me that he had earned so much, and | tell him that of that
portion he owes the Church on tithe. Some people,” continued the parson, “event amongst the gentry, make afuss,
Mr. Hunt, but Mr. Bone, never. Now you may or you may not have heard of another outlaw of these parts. Heis
called the Scarecrow. Had you been sent from Bow Street to arrest him, you would have found me aworthy and not
unhelpful aly. The Scarecrow certainly enriched our part of theworld in this mysterious way, but he does not pay
histithes as our romantic gentleman of the road does. By theway, Mr. Bone lives up to hisancient profession fully.
| never yet heard that he has ever robbed a poorer than himself. Therich, yes, but the poor never, and when he robs
therich, it isnot only my fund for the Sick and Needy that benefits, but | hear many of the poorest of the Marsh as
well have full cause to bless his skill, his generosity and luck.”

“And avery long speech, too, sir, in defense of this gentleman of theroad,” replied Hunt. “Every man to hisown
calling and to what advantage he can gain fromit. But let me point out that this Bone fellow has areward upon his
head. He may do as much filching from your local gentry bumpkins as he pleasesfor al | care, but, you see, he had
repeatedly robbed HisMajesty’ smails, and HisMajesty’ s Justicesin London have employed Jerry Hunt, at your
service, to carry their justice for them into thisfifth quarter of the globe, for | believe your arrogant Marshmen lay
clamto that title?’



“Quite so, sir, and with full justice,” returned Doctor Syn. “Our schools upon the Marsh teach our children here
thisformulain geography—that the world is divided into five parts. Europe, Asia, Africa, the Americas and
Romney Marsh. Aye, sir, and you will find that we are the most independent of them all. By giving usour
independence during atroublous age, King William secured a certain good loyalty for his successors. Therefore, |
defend Mr. Bone, and not the Scarecrow, for you see one pays histithes and the other does not. But if you arein the
bow Street business for your income, why not abandon the meager two hundred pounds which is set upon the head
of the highwayman and try to earn the two thousand guineas that are set upon the capture, dead or alive, of the great
smuggler?’

“1 have amind to get both of them in onejourney,” laughed the Bow Street runner. “Andif it so be that you can
help meto one or either, well then, reverend sir, | promise that your tithes shall not be at alossfor me.”

“1 will dodl | canto help you catch the Scarecrow,” replied Syn, “but | am powerlessto aid you against Mr.
Bone. | will, however, do one thing for you. | will save you time, and Bow Street your longer billeting expense.

Mr. Bone held up the mails the other day, and when he paid histithesto mein confidence, and of course under an
assumed name, | gathered that the chase was hot upon his spurs, and that it was nore than likely that your chief, Sir
John Fielding of Bow Street, would be sending the famous Mr. Hunt upon histrail. He quite realized that, when one
constantly was in the habit of holding up the King’s mail, erelong Mr. Hunt would be put upon histrack. And he
wasright,” Synwent on, “for here you are, Mr. Hunt, and Gentleman Jamesis by thistime, | should imagine,

quietly enjoying atour of the Picardy churches. Y ou may not know it, but not the least of his many good qualitiesis
avery intelligent appreciation of ecclesiastical architecture. | advised this present tour myself. He had not seen the
beauties of Picardy. Itisagreat pity in somewaysthat Mr. Bone should be a highwayman, for he would make an
excellent Dean’s Verger of Canterbury Cathedral.”

“So you mean to tell me that the party I’ m looking for has goneto France?’ asked Hunt, with afrown of
annoyance.

“1 did not exactly tell you so,” replied Doctor Syn humbly. “I just said that | imagined so. Oh, and by the way,
Mr. Hunt,” he went on amiably, “it isno uselooking at mein such avery antagonistic manner. You see, | ana
parson, and a parson is one who is perhaps even more at the beck and call of the sinner than the saint. Lost sheep,
and all that, you know. Besides, | confessthat | rather like Mr. Bone. | only wish | could say the same of this
rascally Scarecrow. Now come, Mr. Hunt, why not—as indeed you must, unless, of course, it happensthat you are
too interested in Picardy churches—why not, | say, join with mein hounding out and down this other outlaw, the
Scarecrow? What the Customs, the Navy and the Dragoons have failed to do, Mr. Hunt of Bow Street might
accomplish. I'll help you in that quest, and when you get the reward—well, | confess, although | want nothing for
myself, | will gladly accept what you careto give for my Sick and Needy Fund. In fact, Mr. Hunt, against the
highwayman you will find me as close as an oyster, but against this rascally non-paying tithe man, the Scarecrow, |
will give you what help | can and be as open as your own red waistcoat.”

“How can you help me?” asked Hunt.

“Inthefirst place by advice,” replied Doctor Syn. “Take off that absurd red waistcoat and try not to look so
confoundedly like what you are. Thefolk in this part of the globe are not fond of foreigners, so behave pleasantly,
spend money freely, and make agood pretence of your inferiority to any Marshman. Above all, follow my
instructionsimplicitly. | may tell you—indeed anyone will tell you—that | have twice delivered the Scarecrow into
the hands of the authorities, but they have allowed him to escape through not taking the full measure of his
ingenuity.”

“He'll not escape Jerry Hunt,” laughed the man from Bow Strest.

“But you must understand this,” went onthe Vicar. “I will not be questioned by you or any of your legal friends
asto how | come by my information. If | tell you, for instance, that thereisto be abig run of contraband next week,
on Wednesday night to be exact, and that the Scarecrow will direct it, you must not say to me, ‘How come you by
that knowledge, and from whom? Because you see, Mr. Hunt, that is a sore point which very often pricks my
conscience. | visit the sick, and who talks so much asthe sick, eh? There you haveit. | pick up unconsidered trifles
of gossip, and then piece them together.”

“Jerry Hunt put himself entirely at your service, Doctor Syn. What ismore, I’ take off my red waistcoat and
leaveit herewith you till | return to Bow Street with the darbies on the Scarecrow.”

“The darbies on the Scarecrow,” repeated Doctor Syn. “What an inspired sentence, Mr. Hunt! | only wonder
whether it will cometrue.”

“I'll trust you for orders, and you trust Jerry Hunt for results,” replied the other, divesting himself of his waistcoat
before taking up his quarters at the Ship Inn, where he endeavoured to look as much like an ordinary traveler as
possible. But for all that he was conscious of being watched, and found that the natives were more than suspicious.
Thiswas no doubt due to Doctor Syn, who had immediately passed the word to Sexton Mipps that the visitor was



none other than the great Bow Street Runner. A warning was also sent to Jimmie Bone that Hunt was after him, but
that Doctor Syn had drawn ared herring across his path.

Thiswas on the Saturday; and at night, behind closed shutters at the Vicarage, Doctor Syn, Mipps and Jimmie
Bone met in consultation. Doctor Syn did most of thetalking. The other two listened and nodded, though often
protesting against the daring of the scheme which the Vicar unfolded. But the Vicar would rule them down with “ It
cannot miscarry, because | shall depend as much upon you two as upon myself, and you will not fail me, any more
that | could fail you.”

So these two men, the sexton and the highwayman, the only men in England who were in aposition to identify
Syn asthe Scarecrow, these two trusted lieutenants lifted their glasses and drank to the Doctor’ s scheme. Thiswas
on Saturday night.

It was on Sunday morning that the blow fell, which made the village amost forget the presence of Hunt the
Runner, though the news of hisarrival had been discussed in every tavern from Hythe to Lydd. Hunt had no idea
how speedily dangerous news could spread on Romney Marsh.

Theblow fell in church at Morning Prayer. The bellshad rung. They had stopped when the Cobtree family had
assembled in the Squire’ s pew. General Troubridge waswith them, in order to hear Doctor Syn preach. Now the
bells always stopped when the Squire rose from his knees and looked over the pew side through his quizzing glass,
in order to see who was there and who was not.

The stopping of the bells at the right moment was supposed to deceive the parish that the Squire was always
punctual. It wasalso asignal for Doctor Syn to intone a blessing upon the choir and service from the vestry. Upon
this Sunday, however, hisvoice was not heard. The silence developed into an awkward pause.

Mipps beckoned to the beadl e, and the Squire beckoned to Mipps, and eventually the beadle was sent trotting to
the Vicarage to see what had delayed the Vicar. But the vicar was not at the Vicarage. Mrs. Fowey, the
housekeeper, to whom the beadle whispered over her pew, thought that the Vicar had gone out after breakfast. The
Squire ordered the choir to take their places and sing ahymn. But still there wasno Vicar. The Squire announced to
the congregation that no doubt the Vicar had been detained at the cottage of some dying parishioner, and to eke out
the time he stood up at the desk and read awarlike chapter from Joshua. Still no Vicar. Ashe closed the great
Bible, preparatory to dismissing the congregation, he saw for the first time a paper lying on the desk cushion. He
read it silently and then gasped aloud. There were some who maintained that he sworealoud. Hethen decided to
read the message publicly.

“Doctor Syn would take no Warning. He was becoming a Menace to me and to the Safety of the Night-riders. So
| have been compelled to carry out my Threat. | have removed the Vicar of Dymchurch.

“ (Signed) The Scarecrow.”

After urging every able-bodied man to search and rescue the good Vicar, he dismissed the Service.

Now, much to the astonishment of Mr. Hunt, who had attended church out of respect for his secret aly, Doctor
Syn, the Squire tapped him on the shoulder in the churchyard, and requested him, by name, to accompany him to the
Court House.

Here, after promising not only to discover Doctor Syn, but also to arrest the Scarecrow, he asked Sir Antony how
he had known him for Hunt the Runner.

“We are not entirely ignorant down here, sir, of our London,” replied the Squire. “Indeed, some of us cut a pretty
good figure there in the best society. Hencel for one immediately recognized Hunt of Bow Street.”

Hunt was both flattered and hurt. Flattered that he was known; hurt that he had been so easily unmasked agai nst
hiswish.

To the Generd’ s offer of military help he turned a deaf ear. Hunt had no wish to share with othersthe large
reward that had been set upon the Scarecrow’ s head, and so he assured the gentlemen that only by being given afree
and lone hand could he hope to effect his capture. “But leave me alone, gentlemen, and I’ [l soon have the darbies
upon your Scarecrow’ swrists, and furthermore, if Doctor Syn ain't dead he'll be in his pulpit next Sabbath a
preaching avery interesting sermon, | have no doubt.”

There was no news, however, all through that Sunday, and Monday produced no results. Mipps went about sad
and morose. Tuesday—nothing. Mrs. Fowey went about moaning loudly. Even the folk who most admired the
Scarecrow and profited by his cargoes thought he had gone too far in thus kidnapping the Vicar.

The news of the Wednesday “run” being generally known, the Squire agreed that in spite of Hunt’ s request, at
least onetroop of the Dragoons should bein residence. Hearing of this, Hunt laid his own plans without
consultation with the Squire. Confident that Wednesday night would bring the Scarecrow out upon the Marsh, he



determined to get asight of him. For it happened that awild and fantastic idea entered into Hunt’ s brain, which had
to be proved or disproved before he could act upon it.

On Wednesday evening he retired to hisroom, saying that the Marsh drinks were too strong for amere Londoner,
and that his head wasthrobbing. He was neither surprised nor annoyed to find that his door had been secured from
the outside and that he was a supposed prisoner. He had planned to go by the casement in any case, and for that
purpose had provided himself with astrong length of cord. Thusit wasthat by eleven o’ clock he was sweeping
Dymchurch beach and bay through a spy-glass, and lying comfortably hidden on the top of a haystack in the center
of the Marsh.

He had heard much talk in London about the Scarecrow and his Night-riders of Romney Marsh, but he had never
imagined that the organization was run on such abig scale, and this particular run was an important landing, with a
full fleet of luggersin commission. First he saw flash signals playing like will-o’-the-wisps all over the Marsh.

Then agreat beacon was fired from Aldington Knoll, and on the full tide he saw many vessels, lighted up by the full
moon, putting into the bay in perfect formation.

But the smugglers were not to haveit all their own way. He heard the ring of hoofs upon the Marsh round
beneath him. A sharp word of command. The sound of trotting broke into a canter coming nearer, and then there
swept by atroop of Dragoons with drawn sabers, and the moonlight dancing on their bright helmets.

As he watched them disappear, the bright flash and sharp bark of a gun made him swing his spy-glass to the sea.
A fast vessal under full sail, and firing as she raced, came skimming through the water towards the smuggling fleet.
It was, as Hunt knew, the Revenue cutter from Sandgate. Her gallant fire wasimmediately answered by the five
ships that flanked the smuggling fleet upon the starboard side, and while the luggers and fishing boats held on their
course towards the beach, these five tacked round to meet the cutter, who, seeing herself outnumbered and
outgunned, swung round and stood for home, closely followed by the smugglers' fighting ships.

As Hunt was cursing the inadequate Customs’ defense, he suddenly saw atall wild figure, mounted on afierce
black horse, silhouetted against the skyline about a hundred yards away. It wasthe Scarecrow. Raising onearm
above hishead, hefired apistol to the sky, which was answered by awild yell, as from the back of thefarm
buildings behind Hunt’ s haystack a mad caval cade of ghastly mounted devils swept out across the road and , leaping
the dykes with screams of derision, galloped across country towards the flank of the Dragoons, who were borne
away and scattered by the out-numbering Night-riders.

Hunt saw the Dragoons scattered and driven off with the same ease as the Revenue cutter had been herded back
to Diver harbour, and the mad Night-riders galloped off towards the beach, where along string of pack ponies was
being loaded up with tubs and bales. The Scarecrow’ s organization had once more shown itself superior to the
inefficiency of the authorities. “And serve them right,” muttered Hunt to himself as he dropped to the ground, with
the brave hope of now catching the Scarecrow single-handed.

Once again the Scarecrow was victorious. Astride hisgreat horse, and surrounded by his Night-iders, he
received his gallopers: messengers who brought news that the various sections of pack ponies had reached the hills
and deposited their goodsin the “hides’ before scattering for home and stables. The last to gallop was Hellspite,
who had only to announce “ All clear, Scarecrow,” for the Night-riders also to be dismissed. Before he could speak,
the Scarecrow rasped out, “Were any of our men hurt in the skirmish with those damned Dragoons?’

“Aye, Scarecrow,” replied thelittle devil. “One or two lads with gashes who gave as good asthey got. But |’'ve
amessage that there’ saman a-dyin’ at Black’s Farm. He offered his purse of guineasto any messenger who could
fetch our prisoner, Parson Syn. A religious cove, Scarecrow; for he said, * Ask the Scarecrow in the name of God
and fair play to let the parson come quick, so that | can die repentant.” He crept to Black’sto die. Mother Black let
himin, asher old ‘un’swith the lads at Aldington. A dreadful gash. He lookslike agoner to me.”

“Do you know him?’ asked the Scarecrow, motioning Hellspite to ride with him out of earshot.

Héellspite shook his masked head. “Hisface was tied up to stop the blood and | couldn’t get nothin’ out of him
but, ‘ Fetch the parson for a prayer.’”

The Scarecrow leant down from his saddle and whispered in the little man’sear:  “Mipps, we must go there. I'll
not have aman die uncomforted. Doctor Syn must be there.”

Mipps began protesting , but the Scarecrow cut him short with: “A dying man, Mipps. The parson must
sometimes come before the adventurer.”

Riding back towards his devil-masked followers, he ordered: “Come. | have businessat Black’s Farm. Y ou will
await metherefor orders.”

A quarter of an hour’ s hard riding brought them to the farm. The Scarecrow, Hellspite and tall devil called
Beelzebub, after tying their horsesto the fence, were admitted to the house. After agruff word of thanksto Mother
Black for harbouring the wounded man, the Scarecrow ordered her to her bed, while Mipps led him to the room.



“Thisisthe powder closet,” whispered Mipps, “and very convenient too. He liesthrough that door. Shall | get
hiscandle?’

“1 will,” replied the Scarecrow. “Wait here. Beelzebub, guard the passage door.”

Through one of the folds of the blood-soaked bandage the dying man saw the ghastly mask of the Scarecrow
surveying him in the moonlight.

“1 have sent for the parson,” said the rough, harsh voice.

The dying man began to mutter histhanks, but the other cut him short with: “Don’t thank me. 1’veno lover for
parsons. Don’t believein ‘em. But if adying man asked for my last drop of brandy I'd giveit up.”

Another voice came from the powder closet. “They’ ve brought the old parson, Scarecrow. Shall he come up?’

“I'll come,” replied the Scarecrow, carrying the candle with him.

Sheltered by the half-closed door, and assisted by Mipps and the candlelight in the mirror, he quickly and silently
stripped off the mask and rags, beneath which appeared the black clerical suit of Doctor Syn. From aside pocket he
shook out the parson’s formal wig. During which operation he addressed himself for the benefit of the dying manin
the Scarecrow’ s voice.

“He'sinthere, Parson Syn. Deceive the poor devil that he’ s safe for heaven if you can, and maybewe'll forgo a
little of your punishment. But no tricks, mind, and not too long with your prayer.”

“1 will dowhat | can for him,” replied the sweet calm voice of Doctor Syn. Ashetook alast look at himself in
the mirror, Mipps saw his master give asudden start. Although thelittle sexton did not understand the reason for
aarm, he understood the silent signal which followed, for Doctor Syn pointed sharply to the floor, and then made a
crawling gesture with hislong fingers. Likeawell-trained dog, Mipps dropped quietly on his stomach as his master,
shidding the flame with his hand, tiptoed into the room.

“Isthe doctor Syn?’ whispered the wounded man.

“Aye, cometo pray with you, my poor fellow,” replied the parson. “But erel begin, if you bethink you of any
crime upon your soul, now isthetimeto confessit.”

“Thereisonething,” said the dying man. “But whether you will think it acrime or not | cannot say.”

“Let me be thejudge of it, then,” replied the parson.

“Well, sir, isit acrimeto act the spy in order to send the cleverest rogueunhung to the gallows?’

Doctor Syn sat by the bed considering this beforereplying: “Good men have from time to time been forced to
play the spy. The spies of Joshuawere accounted good men and brave. But you must tell me more.”

“I will, sir,” whispered back the dying man, putting hisleft hand with a great effort up to hiswounded head as
though the pain were too much to bear. Then with one superb gesture, which peeled the blood-stained bandage from
his head and flung the bedcl othes back, the dying man was sitting up on the bed, and Doctor Syn found himself
looking into the barrel of a pistol held by the Bow Street Runner.

That doctor Syn was amazed appeared only too plainly to the grinning Hunt. “I told the Squire I’ d find Doctor
Syn. | have; and found him out aswell. | told you I’ d put the darbies on the Scarecrow too. Very clever, Doctor
Scarecrow, bur Jerry Hunt's been a bit cleverer. If the spies of Joshuais accounted good ‘ uns, what will they say of
Jerry Hunt now? No offense, Mr. Parson Smuggler, but out with your wrists and we' Il have the darbies on.”

Doctor Syn did not move. He blinked at the pistol, and then shook his head sadly. “Mr. Hunt,” he said quietly,
“you are abrave man, but avery foolish one. | will not discuss the absurdity of your statement here. Itistoo
laughable, and our present situation istoo serious. | have suffered so much in the last few days at the hands of this
rascally Scarecrow that | assure you | welcome your presence here with all my heart. You are at |east brave, strong
and ingenious, and if you can get me away from these ghastly Night-riders, even with the darbies on my wrists, |
will forgive your ridiculous accusation.”

“I’ll get you away—don’'t worry,” chuckled Hunt. “There’sagreat manure hear under thiswindow. A bit dirty
for aparson, but it will break our fall together in silence. And you shall have awash before facing the magistrate, |
promise you.”

“And | promiseyou that if you don’t drop that pistol you' re d eader than your manure heap. Sharp’sthe
word.” And sharp it was; for Mr. Hunt felt cold steel pricking steadily into his shirted back. Hunt lowered
his pistol and turned to see the owner of the cold words and steel, and in the second Doctor Syn struck hard
a hiswrist. The pistol dropped. “We'll have no murder, Mr. Hunt,” he said, “Night-riders or no.”

“Give methat pistol, Parson Syn,” ordered Hellspite, pressing the dagger bayonet of his blunderbuss
against the Runner’ sback. Y es, Mipps had understood his master’ s gesture, and had crawled behind the
bed when Doctor Syn had entered. With pistol and blunderbuss he now had the whip hand.

“Now, Parson,” he ordered, “save you skin by fetching in the Scarecrow. He'soutside.”
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Doctor Syn, with agesture of resignation, went out, and afew moments later the Scarecrow and
Beelzebub camein with ropes. They bound Mr. Hunt securely, and gagged his mouth with the blood-
stained bandages.

“Since he prefers the window, let him go by it,” laughed the Scarecrow.

Prodded by the blunderbuss bayonet, Hunt was pricked to the casement, hoisted up, and dropped on to
the manure, where he was pounced upon by the waiting Night-riders. Thrown over the Scarecrow’s saddle,
the whol e caval cade set off at the trot for Dymchurch. They halted at the twin-posted gallows between the
Court House and the churchyard wall. Hunt gave up all hope when he saw that emblem of justice, the
hanging noose. He was agreeably surprised when at the Scarecrow’ s orders he was but lashed securely to
the right-hand post.

“And now, lads,” croaked the Scarecrow, “home to bed and dream of the guineas you have earned
tonight.”

T%e Night-riders wheeled their horses and rode off in different directionsto their homes. From the
crowd of some seventy horsemen only three remained: Hellspite, who still held Hunt' s pistol, but pointing
towards atall Night-rider whom they had called Beelzebub, and the Scarecrow. Hunt fell to wondering
what the Nightrider had done to be thus guarded. He was soon undeceived.

“Off with our uniform, Hellspite,” ordered the Scarecrow, “and lash the meddliesome parson to the | ft-
hand post.”

The Night-rider dismounted, and at the point of the pistol took off his rags and mask, and the astonished
Hunt saw them bind a very weary Doctor Syn to the fellow post. Then Hellspite climbed the post and
nailed two papers above their heads.

“ *Scarecrow’swarning’ iswhat the papers say,” exclaimed the Scarecrow. “If so be that anyone cuts
you freein the morning, you will, | know, have learnt your lesson, Doctor Syn, for you areno fool. In
future keep to your preaching and leave honest men alone. Asto you, Hunt, let me warn you, if you or any
other of your Bow Street trash set foot upon our Marsh again, it will not be lashing but hanging to this
gallows can look for. So let us hopefor your own sake that you will be freed in time to catch the morning
coach. Good night.”

By dawn Hunt had worked his gag sufficiently loose to be able to talk to his companion in misfortune.

“1 thought so, said Doctor Syn kindly. “You see, | saw you sitting up in bed and watching me changein
themirror. Naturally you thought | must be the Scarecrow, because you did not know that these rascals
have kept me dressed in their infernal rags since first they took me. He' s acunning rogue, this Scarecrow.
Did you note that he dismissed his men before lashing me up? No doubt he thought that many of them
would not agreeto violence against me. Y ou see, | am not entirely unpopul ar even amongst the rogues of
the parish.”

Hunt realized then that even aBow Street Runner might be guilty of abad mistake, and was generous
enough to own as much to Doctor Syn, and to ask his pardon, which the Vicar gladly gave.

They remained there talking till the morning broke. The village being strangely sleepy, the first person
to notice their plight was the Squire himself, who stepped out for a breath of air before his breakfast.

Though the good Vicar seemed badly shaken after his mysterious adventures, he refused to say aword,
affirming that he had promised to stay silent, and so must keep hisword. Asto Hunt, although he promised
to call upon the Squire when he had cleaned himself at the inn he was so fearful of losing the coach that he
did not trouble evento call at the Vicarage for hisred waistcoat. He went post haste to London, where he
kept his mouth shut, not caring to boast of his misfortunes on Romney Marsh.

That night Gentleman James tapped upon the closed shutters of the Vicarage study about midnight, and
was admitted to the Vicar by the sexton.

“Ah, my good Jimmie Bone,” said Doctor Syn. “Y ou have come to be congratulated, | presume, upon
your excellent imitation of the Scarecrow. It was vastly entertaining to me and very bewildering to Hunt.
Have some brandy.”

“| really cameto pay tithes,” grinned the highwayman, removing hissilk mask. “Just help up another
coach. A hundred guineasin all. That meanstentoyou.”

“The Parish Accounts, please, Mipps,” said the Vicar, taking the coins. “| supposeit is uselessfor meto
point out to you, James, the error of your ways?’

“Quite,” replied the highwayman, drinking.

“Pity, perhaps,” said Doctor Syn, entering ten guineas in the columns of the Sick and Needy Fund. “But
you are agood fellow, Jimmie. At least you pay your tithes.”



CHAPTER 19
THE PRESSGANG PRESSED

Although Genera Troubridge invariably quarreled with his twin brother, Admiral Troubridge, there was
one subject on which they not only agreed but actually co-operated in support of it. The subject which
brought these cantankerous old warriorsinto unity was the Pressgang. Needlessto say, very few people
agreed with them, for the general opinion wasthat the Press-gang was an odious and barbaric institution,
detrimental to the freedom of the citizen. To this, however, the Troubridges would reply; “The only way to
maintain the freedom of the citizen isto keep HisMajesty’ s Forces up to strength. If men will not join the
Colours of their own will, then the Press.gang is the only solution.”

On acold but bright November morning a party of this*odious institution”, consisting of nine picked
men under the command of a petty-officer named Stubbard, came swinging along the main road from
Dover. Chosen carefully for this particular job, they were about as rough a crowd as could be found in the
King's Navy, and altogether presented avery formidable appearance. Weather-beaten hulks every man of
them, their faces tanned to a deep mahogany, and their muscles as hard asiron. In addition to their
cutlasses they carried their kit bundles slung on to stout oak cudgels.

There was no pretence at any secrecy, for on each side of the gigantic Stubbard marched two little
powder monkeys, one boy proudly banging away at adeep side drum, while the other led that sailors’
whistling tunes on along fife. Not an able-bodied man did they encounter from Dover to Sandgate, for at
the sound of their arrogant music, their likely victims made themselves uncommonly scarce. But thisdid
not trouble Stubbard. He was on a special commission bound for distant Dymchurch.

“Stubbard,” the Admiral had said to him, “the best manhood in this country of Kent isto be found on
Romney Marsh. That damned Scarecrow picks his men well, and knocks ‘em into fine shapetoo. If aman
is strong enough to carry tubs against the Government, he’ s strong enough to carry cannon-ballsagainstthe
foreigner. Go and collect as many of the rascals as you can, and send them in irons aboard the Revenue
cutter. | need not tell you that is you can include the Scarecrow himself in one of your batches, the better
I’ll be pleased. My brother the General has put abig price on therascal’ s head, and that, added to the
Government reward, would set you and your lads up very well in prize-money. But you must use brain as
well as your muscles, for this Scarecrow is about as mighty as a sperm whale, and if he finds you robbing
young bullsfrom his school, you may look out for white water.”

Stubbard had heard much talk about the Phantom Rider of Romney Marsh, but unlike his breed he was
not superstitious, and he felt confident that could he but get within striking distance of the Scarecrow, one
scientific blow with abelaying-pin would put an end to any more of the ridiculous ghost stories that were
circulating.

Stubbard broke the march at Sandgate to allow his men ameal of fried fish at awooden shanty upon the
water-front. The proprietor obligingly sent hisboy out for grog, and through the convivial conversation
that followed he learned that the hated Press-gang were bound for Dymchurch. But the proprietor wasa
closer man with his tongue than the boastful Stubbard, who never dreamed that he was talking to one of the
Scarecrow’ s most trusted agents. Indeed, so trusty was he that no sooner were the Press-gang out of sight
from his shop window, and once more upon the march, than the dealer in fried fish was saddling up his
horse.

Knowing that the sailors would keep to the sea-road, he climbed the hill, and by galloping around the
summit was able to ride down into Hythe High Street ahead of them. He then rode hard for Dymchurch,
and was fortunate in finding Sexton Mipps at work in the churchyards. They had plenty of timeto call in at
the taverns and pass the word that the Press-gang were on theway. Drinkswere hurriedly swallowed, and
by the time the drum and fife were heard from the sea-wall the male population of Dymchurch were
nowhereto be seen.

Stubbard, who was well provided with Admirality cash, repaired to the Ship Inn to command billeting
for hismen, and in spite of Mrs. Waggetts' protestationsthat she waslone widow and could not deal with
ten ruffianly men in her establishment, Stubbard overruled her and took possession, paying aday’sboardin
advance. Asking whether the inn wasthe best frequented in the village, Stubbard learned that there was
very little custom at any of thelocal taverns, asthe Dymchurch men were either too old to go gadding
about drinking, or too young to have learned the taste for strong waters. “Indeed,” said the landlady, “if
you have come to collect men for the Colours, you will find Dymchurch an unlucky place for your purpose.
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Do you suppose for one moment that | would be awidow for thelast two yearsif there were any able-
bodied men about the place?’

Stubbard thought it more than likely, but held his peace.

“Wait till the sun sets, lads,” he laughed to hismen. “and we' |l see the manhood of Dymchurch
crowding into the tavernsfor their drinks.”

But in this Stubbard was doomed to disappointment, for that night saw three tavernswith empty bars.
Not aman of serviceable age wasto be seen. Exception must be made, however, for Mr. Mipps. All the
Press-gangs of England would not have kept him out of an inn when he wanted a drink.

But it was not the usually quick-moving Mipps that went there. No, Mipps was not above taking
precautions. A useful man on aman-‘o-war was a carpenter, especialy one who had most of hislife been a
ship’s carpenter, and sailed over the seven seas. He had no wish to transfer from the Night-ridersto the
Navy, so hewalked slowly, with histoesturned in, and dragging onelegin alimp. Likewise, he hunched
up one shoulder as high asit would lift, and carried his head on one side. Hewent even so farasto tell the
sea-dogs that he took it as a great insult that no Press-gang had ever compelled his services.

“But where are the young men of the place, my jolly old sexton?’ asked Stubbard.

Mipps went to the casement and pointed towards the churchyard.

“Therethey lie, what there was of ‘em, mister,” replied thelittle man. “All asdead as mutton. Folk
around here are either born old or dieyoung. Most unhealthy spot this, what with marsh fever and worse.”

“And what’ s worse than the fever, eh?’ asked Stubbard.

Mipps made avery good attempt at a shudder as he whispered: “Them things what rides on the Marsh.
Phantom horsemen, my son. It'sdeath to meet ‘em. Aye, and don’t you laugh neither, my brave boys, I’ ve
seen ‘em, and come off luckier than most | wasn’'t always bent and twisted as you see me now. Y ou see,
likeafool | went out on the Marsh one night where no one of sense ought to go, and | meets the Scarecrow
hisself on his spectral horse. | was glad enough to go home with no more than abad twistin’. He just looks
at mefierce-like, and | felt myself go all blarsted. Stricken like atree with lightning.”

Although they laughed at the old man’ sfancies, they did not feel quite so comfortable when they looked
out over the great lonely Marsh.

Stubbard waited till nightfall in the Ship Inn, but not aman came in for adrink except the sexton, so
falling in his mer he went round to the other two taverns which the village boasted. But there again he
found empty bars. Returning to the Ship and cursing the village for its temperance, he surprised Mrs.
Waggetts clearing agoodly row of wet tankards from the bar.

“So the rats have been in for drinks behind our backs, eh?’ he said.

The landlady lied, assuring him that she had only left the sailors' tankards there for the sake of
company.

“Very convenient to have two doorsto abar like you' ve got,” replied Stubbard sarcastically. “Wéell,
we' |l be biding heretill the cunning rats show themselves. The Navy wants them to fight the French and
the Americans, and by thunder if she can’t get ‘em by fair meanswe'll get ‘em for her by foul.”

The next day Stubbard paraded his men up and down the village street, while the powder-monkeys tried
their best to bring the place to life with music; for by this means Stubbard hoped to attract the children, so
that he could question them about their big brothers, fathers and uncles. But not a child answered the call
of curiosity. The Vicar had ordered a special holiday so that they could not be waylaid on their journey to
school.

“Well, it' s the Sabbath tomorrow, lads,” said Stubbard. “We'll fill apew for once, and keep our eyes
open for likely men during the sermon. Folk what are so temperate over drinkswill not resist going to
church, I'mthinking.”

But again Stubbard was to be disappointed, for the congregation consisted entirely of women and
children, and the only presentable man was the Squire himself, and he was too exalted a gentleman for the
Press-gang to play any tricks with, although Stubbard was all but driven to him on the head when he had
the effrontery to wait for them in the churchyard and congratul ate him for having brought such agood
muster to the service.

Doctor Syn, the Vicar, was also pleased to be gracious, telling Stubbard that it was indeed a great
pleasure to him to see such fine fellowsin his church. Stubbard found his men were none too pleased with
their experience. They grumbled at having been ordered to church for nothing. However, Stubbard issued
extragrog alowance, and promised that if no likely men appeared soon, he would break in and search
every houseinthevillage. “And God help thefirst man we catch,” hesaid. “We'll show them that we are
not to belaughed at.”



That very night they gained their first victim in amanner that set the whole village afire with
indignation.

Y oung Hadley’ swife wasill, and he had to risk the lurking Press-gang in order to get to the doctor. The
front garden of Sennacherib Pepper’ s residence was agood lurking-place by reason of the cover of garden
wall and trees. Hadley was striding towards the physician’ s front door when the gang surrounded him with
their cudgels. They carried him away to the sea-wall, and flashed a signal to the Revenue cutter which was
anchored inthebay. A boat came ashore and the unconscious young husband was thrown in, and in the
morning discovered that he wasinirons and in the hold. Heraved and sworeto no avail, crying out that
thiswould be the death of hiswife.

When the news of this outrage became known, Hadley’ stow brothers and father went to the Squire and
lodged aprotest. Sir Antony Cobtree promised to do all he could, though, knowing Admiral Troubridge
supported the Press-gang, he said frankly that he could not hold out much hope of Hadley being released.
This enraged the Hadleys and they went to the Ship Inn, with their tempers strung to murder point. But
they were no match for the Press-gang, who served them the same as their young relative, while Stubbard
chuckled to himself to think what fools they had been to rush into the trap. Mipps had been awitness when
they knocked the Hadleys out, and he carried the news to Doctor Syn.

On receiving certain instructions from the Vicar, Mipps went back to the inn, where he pretended to get
talkative over hisdrink. Stubbard not only listened to what he had to say, but encouraged him to talk more,
and when at last Mipps staggered out for his bed, Stubbard’ s triumph was complete.

“I’ve pumped that little sexton dry, lads,” he confided to hismen. “There'sto bea‘run’ tomorrow
night, and this Scarecrow isto direct it, and the sexton assures me that if we hide at aplace called Black’s
Farm we' |l seethe Scarecrow and his Phantom Riders. Now if we can get the Scarecrow, well and good,
and we're all made men, but in any case we'll get some of them. Our tack isto watch out for stragglers,
twos or threes, and bow! ‘em out.”

But the next night was destined to hold some surprisesfor Stubbard and his gang, and for the Admiral
too, asthingsfell out.

During the day, Stubbard and his men went out to Black’ s Farm and took careful note of the ground.
There seemed to be no one there to interfere with them, so they caught four fowls from the farmyard and
roasted them over agypsy fire, while Stubbard unfolded his plansin aloud voice, every word of which was
overheard by the farmhands, who were safely hidden in asmugglers' room in the roof.

After washing down their stolen dinner with some brandy which they discovered in the abandoned
kitchen, Stubbard marched them back to get some sleep at the Ship Inn, telling the powder-monkeys to
wake them at eight o’ clock. Though longing for sleep themselves, the poor boysdid not dare to close their
eyesfor fear of failing intheir duty. All they hoped for was that Stubbard might leave them behind so that
they could sleep till their lords and masters returned from their night’ s adventure.

But that was not Stubbard’ sway. There would be rough and tumble, and the more heads they saw
cracked in their youth, the more useful would they be to the Navy in their manhood. They were merely
told to leave the drum and the fife behind, s there must be no noise, and also that they could then carry the
grog tub. By nine 0’ clock the party were safely entrenched in adry dyke that was within a stone’ s throw of
Black’s Farm.

They had along and dreary wait, enlivened about midnight by gunfire at sea. It was the Revenue cutter
attacking the smugglers’ fleet. Three of the luggers replied to the fire with spirit, but the Press.gang could
not see theresults, for all vessels were suddenly swallowed up in the seamist.

“If that sexton has hoodwinked me about this spot, I'm sorry for him.” Growled Stubbard. “No signs of
those phantoms yet he talked about.”

“Not phantoms, but men: smugglers,” whispered one of the gang.

True enough, they heard voices, and a minute later saw a party of three men cross afoot-bridge and
enter thesamefield.

“Comeon, lads, we' [l make sure of these at any rate,” whispered Stubbard. “They’re strong-looking,
and will be good prizes. Come.”

Out of the dyke they scrambled with cudgelsin hand and their cutlasses|oosened in the scabbards. Asit
happened, one of the powder-monkeys was actually the quickest to get over thelip of the dyke, and thus
finding himself for a second alone in advance he turned to see whether the others were following him. As
he turned he let out the most ghastly scream of terror, so much so that the sailors forgot the smugglers for
the moment and turned to see what the lad was pointing at. It was the Phantom Horseman. The Scarecrow
himself. There he sat grinning at them upon his gigantic black horse, not twenty yards behind them. So
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that there should be no doubt asto hisidentity, he cried out in mocking, raucousvoice: “Yes, | amthe
Scarecrow. Areyou going to takeme? Am not | afinefigurefor your Horse Marines?’

To do Stubbard justice, he was the first to recover, and waving his cutlass above his head, he shouted to
hismen: “There sprize-money to last usalifetime. Follow me.”

Bravely he jumped back into the dry dyke and clambered up the other side before his men could move
from their astonishment.

The Scarecrow drew a pistol from his holster and cried out, “ Stay where you are.”

Stubbard replied: “Shoot and be damned to you. | ain't afraid.”

“Youwill be,” croaked the Scarecrow, reining his horse back on to his haunches, so that he pawed the
air with histerrible fore-hoofs. But instead of firing straight as Stubbard expected, the Phantom Horseman
fired above his head, and at that signal the most dreadful howl arose, as round from the back of Black’s
Farm somefifty Night-riders came galloping. The sight of their hideous masks, their wild blazing cloaks,
and fierce bare-backed horses demoralized the sailors, who were fighting out of their element. The
cutlasses land short, cudgels were usel ess against the long stout poles which the riders used as lances.
Outnumbered, they were ridden down beneath the weight of the fierce charge. Afraid of the horses’ hoofs,
they huddled on the ground without striking ablow. All save the desperate Stubbard. He aimed a swinging
blow at the Scarecrow’ s horse, but the rider took it on hislong blade, and with atwisting wrench ripped the
cutlass from the sailor’ s hand and dug his point deep into his forearm.

“The Press-gang pressed,” laughed the Scarecrow. “The Hadleys are avenged. Now let’ s see whether
these poor lads have the strength to carry tubs.”

With the precision of trained cavalry, half the troop dismounted, and while some of them covered the
sailors at pistol point, others bound their armsto their sides with cords prepared for the purpose. These had
been cut long enough to allow arider to grasp the end.

“What about these boys, Scarecrow?’ asked one of the smugglers who grasped the terrified powder-
monkeys by thewrists.

“Poor little devils,” raspedthe Scarecrow. “Shame on you, Mr. Stubbard, to bring such youngsters out
ondirty work. Well, they shall have ajoy-ride: aye, an adventure that will make you the envy of all the
King's powder-monkeys. Hellspite, do you take one up behind you, and Beelzebub the other. But hold on,
my sons, for we have some ground to cover and the going must be fast. By thetime dawn brakes, you'll at
least be not so stiff in the joints asyour great bully masters.” Then turning to the sailors he added, “And
now, my bully tars, let’ s see how your sea-legs can spring to it ashore.”

Waving his sword, he pointed across the marsh seawards before breaking into a canter, which was
followed by the caval cade.

Asthe Press-gang afterwards confessed, the journey to the beach would not have been so long had the
Scarecrow |led them sthe crow would fly. But with devilish ingenuity he stretched the route out to the
breaking-point, zig-zagging thisway and that. No sooner had they |eapt a dyke than the Scarecrow would
double back and plungeinto it, the muddy water round the sailors’ heads, and al the time he kept urging
them to greater speed. Jumping, leaping, falling and splashing, the Press-gang’ s curses dwindled down to
moaning, till, torn with brambles, caked with mu d, kicked by the flying hoofs, cut by their ropes, and
soaked with the cold dyke water, the facetious |leader brought them to the endless shingle of Dungeness.
Here he called a halt, and while signals were exchanged with flashers to a distant point, the powder-
monkeyswere allowed to stretch their limbs.

“We'll spare the horses the pebbles,” said the Scarecrow. “The boys arewaiting for us yonder with the
tubs. Escorting party, dismount, and put your back-stays on. We've got to move before the dawn.”

The men who held the ropes dismounted, as well asten otherswho carried pistols. From ahiding-place
amongst the scrub-bush some twenty pairs of back-stayswere produced. These were flat boards, which
from timeimmemoria the dwellers of Dungeness were used to slide over the great pebbles, snow-shoe-
wise, for along walk there is death to shoe-leather and breaking to the ankles. Needlessto say, the
unfortunate Press-gang were not supplied with them.

“The powder-monkeys can stay with us,” said the Scarecrow, “while you lads go to help with the tubs.
See whether these bully tars are better at the carrying than they have proved themselves at the jumping.”

The agony of that long tramp through millions of slipping pebbles completed the misery of the sailors.
But they had still to find that the Scarecrow had not finished with them. Some forty tub-carriers hoisted
their burdens with the ease of stout webbing, was the method employed by the Scarecrow’ s carriers, who
wore long smocks and blackened their faces with gunpowder. In grade and pay they were the third rankers
of hisorganization. The Night-riders being scaled first, and the boats' crews second.
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When the sailors were |oaded up their tubs, they groaned beneath the weight, not knowing that the
Scarecrow had ordered twenty tubsto befilled with stones for their especial benefit. To add to their misery
and in order that they should not know their destination, they were all blindfolded. When they objected to
this, asprightly little Night-rider called Hellspite replied, “Y ou submit with agood grace, for if | had my
way I’ d have doused your glims so that you could never squint through a telescope again to spy on honest
men.”

It would have galling to Stubbard had he recognized thisfiercelittledevil as“the old blasted Sexton
Mipps.”

After some two hours of being prodded along in the dark, the wretched sailors were utterly exhausted
with the weight of the tubs, their constant falls, and the grueling pace over the roughest ground. Atlasta
halt was called and the tubs were removed. The sailorswere then allowed to lie down and rest. When their
bandages were removed they found that they were lying side by side, with their ropes fastened to iron rings
inthe stonewall of what proved to be alarge underground stable. At thefar end, at atablelit by two
tallow dipsin bottles, sat the Scarecrow writing. Behind him two Night-riders were in attendance, and in
front stood the two little powder-monkeys.

“And now, by bravelads,” said the Scarecrow, addressing them, “you two will bereleased, in order that
you may carry this messageto Admiral Troubridge. | will read it to you:

“1 have pressed your Pressgang. They are employed in carrying tubs of contraband. When the four
Hadleys arerestored to their homes, | will return to you the ten sailors. The Hadleys are not smugglers,
but at |east they are Marshmen, and as such | take their part. On receipt of this message you will have
four-and-twenty hours to make up your mind. If the Hadleys are not returned by then, the King's navy will
be short of ten sea-dogs. You must further undertake to see that no more of your Pressgangs come to
Romney Marsh.—The Scarecrow.”

The boys were then blindfolded and led away, after which the Scarecrow blew out the tallow dips and
left the sailorsin the dark.

Although Admiral Troubridge was at first defying the Scarecrow, hoping that Stubbard and his men
might effect their escape, the strong opinion on both quarter and lower decksforced him to release the
Hadleys, after which they waited in Dover for the reappearance of the Pressgang, no one doubting, except
the Admiral, but that the Scarecrow would keep to his side of the bargain.

The next night the Scarecrow’ s fleet once more put into Dymchurch Bay, and after successfully beating
off the Revenue cutter, made good avery profitable landing. But they were not destined to have it all their
own way, for one of the smaller luggers tacked too far from her protecting vessels, and the Revenue men
were ableto cut her off. Seeing danger, and determined at all coststo avoid capture, her crew of four men
sprang overboard and swam for the beach, where they had the mortification of seeing their prize of good
barrelstaken in to by the cutter towards Dover, where they eventually came to anchor in the harbour, the
officer putting a couple of armed men aboard the lugger to guard it till morning. Knowing that their officer
had not examined the barrels carefully, nor checked up their number, the two guards agreed to broach one
of the casks and sample the liquor. With the help of amallet and a marline-spike they stovein the bung.
No sooner had the marline spike gone home than, to their astonishment and terror, a dull moaning issued
from the cask, and as though this were not enough to unsettle their nerves, a chorus of gibbering and
moaning issued from al the other barrels. 1t wasthen that they noticed chalk letters round the barrels, and
by thelight of alantern read, “ Pressed Press-gang returned for duty, with the Scarecrow’ s compliments.”

After giving the alarm, the casks were opened, and each contained one of the gagged Pressgang. Ten
miserable, half suffocated sailors.

When the news spread to Dymchurch, Doctor Syn looked at Sexton Mipps and chuckled. “I’m relieved
to think that the rascal s have gone back to duty alive. | had no fear that they would suffocate, and as the
barrels were warped and let in sufficient air; but | suffered some qualms about the lugger. She had got so
cursedly unseaworthy that | was afraid she might let in enough water to drown therascals, and | had no
wish to send them to their deaths. We are well rid of the old lugger, though.”

“Aye,” returned Mipps. “ Shewas past repair, and | doubt if she’d have weathered another cross-
Channel trip.”

“1"d like to have seen the unpacking of that Stubbard,” laughed the Vicar. “Poor devil. Supposeyou
open abottle of brandy, Mipps, so that we can drink the like damnation to all our enemies.”



CHAPTER 20
THE BLACK LIST PAID

Throughout Romney Marsh, on any night when abig “run” wasto go forward, it was a noticeable thing
that arough chalk drawing of a scarecrow would appear upon the many stable doors that harboured good
horses, whether hunters, shires or ponies. Upon seeing this, the stablemen, whose duty it wasto lock up for
thenight, either did not lock up or |eft the key in a place were the unknown Night -riders could find it.
Certain horses might be spared, though these were few enough, and to mark this favouritism a chak cross
would mysteriously appear upon the post of theanimal’s stall. One animal that could always boast a cross
was the fat pony belonging to the vicar of Dymchurch, Doctor Syn.

“Open your stable doorstonight,” was afamiliar whisper upon the Romney Marsh.

On acertain evening in midsummer, along string of gypsy caravans wended their way slowly along the
winding Marshroad. They wereall of thetribe Pettigrand, a name held in high honour amongst their race.
They wereled by old Silas Pettigrand, the patriarchal head of thetribe. He rode his horse bareback, letting
the ropethat served asrein hang loose upon the animal’ s neck.

A grave, gaunt figure, this Silas, aswith long beard and far-seeing eyes, hawk-nose and long upright
body, he seemed part of the horse on which he rode.

Leading theway, he turned off from the road into alarge stretch of meadowland known in Dymchurch
asthe Fair Field, where he gave signal to draw in and pitch camp.

While the men of the tribe busied themselves with their horses and fire-building, and the women set
about preparing the night meal, old Silas approached one of his many sons and nodded towards a bridge
that spanned a broad dyke on the far side of the camp. Leaning against the parapet of this Tudor brick
bridge were three men.

The younger gypsy noticed the deep frown that spread upon his chief’ s face as he muttered, “My son,
the carrion are here aready.”

Asgravely as hisfather, the son replied with a smile that had to it no vestige of humour, but rather of
deep respect. “You have still the sharp eyes, my father.”

“Not sharp enough to read their faces, though, at this distance,” replied Silas. “Can you?”

The son nodded. “They appear to be amused at something.”

“And when the Tankerton brothers are amused,” went on the father, “it generally meansthat they have
spied something to their own advantage. Let usgo and seeif we can discover what it is.”

Slowly hewalked acrossthe Fair Field followed by hisson. The Tankerton brothers were half-bed
gypsies, and had no love for any of the Pettigrands, but as Silas came near they gave him the welcome,
“Good tenting.”

Thethis Silasreplied, “and free from horsethieves and other evils, we hope.”

The three laughed, and one of them said: “Every manto histrade. Y oubuy horses, old man, and sell
them at good profit. If other men can get horses without purchase, and yet sell them to advantage, you
should not grudge them their better fortune. Whenever we get the good luck to see an animal straying, out
of our good nature we do our best to find it agood home. Isthere so much evil in that?’

“Itisevil to cut apicketing rope in order that an animal shall stray,” returned Silas. “I have cometo
warn you not to enter our camp circle; for we prefer to find homes for our horses ourselves. Knowing well
that the Tankertons prefer riding to walking, | keep my eyesthe wider open when | meet them afoot.”

Again the Tankertons laughed, and another of them replied: “There are other horses than those of the
Pettigrands in these parts, and we are not after yours. 1t amuses us, though,, to see that someone elseis
after them. No doubt you will close your wide-open eyes when his horse-borrowers appear. Look.”

The half-breed pointed to the brick wall on the opposite side of thelittle bridge, and Silas saw the rough
chalk drawing of a scarecrow.

“When the Scarecrow borrows he pays back with good interest,” retorted Silas. “And with such | am
ever willing to trade. But even for profit | do not allow my people to trade with aTankerton. My men have
asoinstructionsto deal roughly with horsethieves, so again | tell you to keep clear of the fair Field while
our caravansareonit.”

“Y ou cannot close the right of way upon the Marsh bridges, old man.” Sneered the third Tankerton.
“Neither can you frighten us with your threats. We are going now, not to humour you, but because we have



some pressing business elsewhere. And may the Scarecrow return the horses which he will borrow from
you, for should he at any timefail to do so there will be agreat squealing from the Pettigrands.” And with
thisfinal retort the horsethieves slouched over the bridge and set their faces towards the village of
Dymchurch.

The Tankertons spent their evening drinking in the village taverns and talking amongst themselves. But
they listened too, though the scarps of conversation which they overheard seemed harmless enough and
failed to teach them what they weretrying to find out. At last, however, there came into the bar parlour of
the Ship Inn the quizzical little sexton of Dymchurch, Mr. Mipps.

The Tankertons watched him closely from their corner, and saw him cross over to afarm labourer who
was leaning against the bar.

“Good evening, George,” they heard him sgy. “1 owe you agood pint, | think, for you see you wasright
and | waswrong. That there haystack what we saw afire was not at Black’s place but at Botolph's Bridge.”

“Aye, at Botolph'sBridge,” returned George.

“Botolph’sBridgeit is, George” echoed Mipps, “and what’s moreit will go on burning till midnight,
for thelazy old Ted ain't the man to leave histankard for to put out afireif | knowshim.”

“WEe'll have one more, brothers, and then get along,” said the eldest Tankerton.

“Have you found it out then? asked the second brother, when they got outside.

“1 have,” nodded his elder.

“How on earth?’ asked the youngest, “for | never heard nothing.”

“Aye, because that sexton is cautious on behalf of the smugglers,” explained the eldest. “No one will
ever catch that little rat unless an officer of the Crown comes along with as much brain asme, which | take
itain'tlikely. | put tow and two together, and the answer comes out very much four as| seesit. Through
information received like, | knows that George Bettsisthe best hand with horses around Dymchurch. He
can keep abunch of wild' unstame’ cos he' s got the way with ‘em, see? He's one of the Scarecrow’ s horse
holders consequently. Therefore when Mipps comesin and says all that nonsense about aburning rick, |
looks out for a message and watches for the words to be laid on, see? Well, | gets Botolph’s Bridge, and
that’ s the place you can lay to it where he’ sto be waiting to take over the Night-riders' horses, so that they
can lend ahand with loading the pack ponies. And | getsthetime, too, midnight, and for want of better
information | suggests that we get along to Botolph’ s Bridge and spy out theland, asit were.”

Doctor Syn walked slowly from the church toward the Vicarage, talking quietly to his sexton. The
parish beadle came out of the Court House as they passed and remarked to the vicar that he considered it
would be afine night. “And glad | am of it too.” Headded. “Whenit'swet | finds| has to tuck up my
shirt collar, and that interferes with my hearing, which is dangerous when al them wild foreign Egyptians
isencamped in the Fair Field. Far beit from me to question the Squire, but why he letsthem folk stay
about the village buying and selling horses | don’t know.”

The Vicar laughed. “Why, my good Mr. Beadle, there’ s nothing wrong with the Pettigrands. They keep
to themselves and behave themselves very properly. Old Silaslooks after his people, just asthe Squire
looks after us.”

The beadle shook his head and pointed to the gallows outside the Court House.

“If | had my way |'d have all them Egyptians strung up yonder,” he said. “With all respectsto your
opinion, Vicar | thinksthieving’sin their blood, and they sells horses that they never buy.”

“Some of them, perhaps,” replied Doctor Syn, “but not the Pettigrands.”

“Y ou thinks everyon€’ s as honest and good as yourself, sir,” said the beadle. “But for al that, being
beadle, and responsible for the safety of the parish, I'm going to warn the village that Egyptiansisin our
midst, and to look to their property. Good nigh, Vicar.”

“He gives me agood character, Mipps,” said Syn with a chuckle, asthe beadle walked away. “And now
you had better saddle up my pony, for it istime for me to be starting acrossthe Marsh. Also get word to
Jimmie Bone that he must meet me at the secret stable a quarter of an hour sooner than we said. That
appliesto you aswell. I've heard that atroop of Dragoons are to be out tonight, and | am in the mind to
givethem arace. Our three horsesarein good fettle, and | think the gallant soldierswill follow usif we
break away fromtherest. They would rather capture the Scarecrow and his lieutenants, Hell spite and
Bedzebub, than all thetubsin Smuggledom.”

With anod. Doctor Syn passed on to the front door of the Vicarage, while Mipps went to the stable and
saddled up the parson’ s sturdy little white pony.

At the same time, Silas Pettigrand was making hisfinal inspection of the gypsy camp beforeretiring to
hisown caravan. “You will keep the strictest watch for the Tankerton thieves,” he ordered his sons.



“Whoever ison watch and sees aglimpse of them, rouse the camp. But when you hear three hoots of an
owl, followed by the cry of acurlew, turn your backs upon the picketing linestill the Scarecrow’s men
have taken what horses they need.”

Old Silas did not realize that for once the Tankertons had spoken the truth. They had a better plan than
attempting araid upon the camp. They were waiting for the Night-riders horses at Botolph’s Bridge.

For some hoursthey lay concealed, grasping their thick cudgels. About midnight they heard firing at
sea, for the Revenue cutter was being driven off by the smuggling fleet, and then in the silence that
followed came the sound of horses along theroad. Some dozenridersin all, dressed asMarsh witches,
and, much to the satisfaction of the Tankertons, all were mounted well. They drew rein and waited by the
bridge, while the robbers watched them from the ambush of adeep dry dyke.

Presently there arose in the silence of the night three hoots of an owl, and then the plaintive cry of a
curlew. Upon thissignal the party dismounted, and after handing over their reinsto two of their party the
other ten walked along the road to meet a string of pack poniesthat were making their way towardsthe
beach.

“They’'re not risking losing these horses to the Dragoons,” whispered the eldest Tankerton.

The horse-holders sat on the ground facing their charges, and with their backs to the Tankertons, who
very quietly crept from the dyke and crawled towards them. Two sickening cracks from the cruel cudgels
and the Night-riders were senseless. Though the horses shied, the Tankertons were quickly in the saddle,
and each with three lead horses they galloped away in the opposite direction to that taken by the smugglers,
leaving their victims behind them, dead for all they cared.

Meanwhile three horsemen rode out of the woods at Lympne and drew rein, listening.

“We' ve shaken off the rascals,” said the Scarecrow. “I thought our doubling back through the wood
would do the business.” As histwo lieutenants nodded, a bright light shot up in the sky.

“ And there goes the beacon on Aldington Knoll. That means the tubs are landed, packed and off to the
hidesin Dungeness. We can now ride down to the sea-wall and dismissthe others.” Saying which the
Scarecrow and his companions rode down the hill to the Marsh. When they reached the sea-wall, ten
dismounted witches rose to meet them.

“All clear, Scarecrow,” they muttered.

“Then get back to the bridge as quick as you may, get mounted and ride like hell for home. The dawn
will be on us soon,” and the Scarecrow and his two mounted men rode off for the hidden stables.

An hour later Doctor Syn, having seen to his pony, closed the Vicarage door and, after a copious drink
of brandy, mounted the stairsfor bed. Half way up he stopped and listened, for in the garden had arisen the
hooting of an owl. Thiswasfollowed by agentle scratching at the hall casement. He went down and
opened the door, admitting Mipps and, much to the Doctor’ s astoni shment, Silas Pettigrand.

“The boys found the horse-hol ders senseless at Botolph's, Vicar,” gasped the out-of-breath sexton.
“The horses were gone. The boys, suspecting the Pettigrands, searched the camp. No sign of the horses,
and old Silas here accounted for all hismen. No one had left camp.”

“It isthe Tankertons,” said Silas, and hetold the Vicar of his encounter with them. “Y ou are my friend
and brother. Whether you come to me as Doctor Syn or the Scarecrow | would never betray you.”

“1 know it,” replied Syn, grasping the old man’shand. “I trust you. But otherswill not. The Scarecrow
cannot ride after the thieves now, for the dawn is upon us, but for your sake as well as mine, let one of your
peoplerideontherascals track and find out where they are bound, and tomorrow night the Scarecrow’s
men will ride after them.”

“1 will send two of my sons,” replied the gypsy. “They will find them, and while one keeps watch the
other can return with news.”

“Then go quickly,” ordered Doctor Syn. “No doubt the rogues will ride across the Kent Ditch, and hide
in Sussex till they can sell the horses. And may your sons have good hunting.”

“They will find them,” said the old man as he went out into the dawn.

The following morning a notice was fixed to the gallows post outside the Court House:

The Scarecrow regretsto inform such asit may concern, that while my Night-riders were busy landing a
most goodly supply of contraband last night, two of my horse-holders wer e set upon by villains and their
chargesdriven away. | pledge you my word of honour that you will not belosers, for | shall makeit my
businessto recover the stolen cattle. | will also hand over the thievesto betried at our Court House for the
heinous crime of horse-stealing.



When the beadl e discovered that two of the Pettigrand men were missing, he took old Silasinto custody.
Doctor Syn, however, went to the Squire, and after some difficulty obtained hisrelease from the cell. Thus
it wasthat the gypsy was able to bring Doctor Syn newslater in the day that the horse thieveswerein
hiding at adeserted farm across the Kent Ditch which they were planning to vacate as soon as darknessfell.
Meanwhile Silas's son would follow them and leave gypsy signs behind him for his people to pick up.

Not wishing to lose his own valuable horse, which were amongst those missing, the Squire saw to it that
no steps were taken to embarrass the mysterious Scarecrow in the fulfilling of his promise, and so it
happened that after darkness had fallen alarge body of Night-riderswere galloping acrossthe Marsh for the
border.

Under the same darkness the Tankertons al so set out, never suspecting that they had been trailed by one
of the hated Pettigrands. Although hampered by their lead horses, they made good pace. But the pace of
the Scarecrow’ s Legion were faster, and at alonely part of the road between Rye and Winchel sea they were
charged before and behind by the Scarecrow’ s Demon Riders. With the fear of death upon them, when
they realized who it was that head them in his power, they were bound upon the stolen horses, face
downwards and facing the horse' stail. In this manner they were brought back ignominiously to
Dymchurch.

It was the beadle who discovered them, for, waking up in the dawn by the continual hooting of an owl,
he opened his casement and saw three horsestied to ringsin the wall beneath him, and upon their backs lay
three bound men more dead than alive. The same dawn discovered the remaining stolen animals peacefully
standing intheir accustomed stalls.

Thetrial of the Tankertons was agreat sensation in the neighborhood. Sir Antony Cobtree, presiding,
took aserious and had line of action, so that despite Doctor Syn’ s urging clemency , the jury, in support of
the Squire’ ssumming up, found the brothers guilty. They wereto be made an example, and hanged from
the Dymchurch gallows.

The night before the execution Doctor Syn sat drinking with Sexton Mippsin the Vicarage study.

“Evenin our hardest days, old friend,” he said, “1 think you will own that | used clemency wherever
possible. The wretchesthat we made to walk the plank aboard the old ship deserved their deaths far more
than these wretched horsethieves. Y et we spared when we could, and often at the risk of our own safety.”

“That'sright, sir,” agreed Mipps. “But you can do no more for those men. Y ou have pleaded, andit’s
nogood.”

Doctor Syn smiled. “But suppose the Scarecrow rescued them? | think it would cause a sensation, and
avaluableone at that. Where does the beadle keep the keys of the cell at night?’

“Hecarries‘em up to bed with him,” replied Mipps.

“Then saddle my pony, for the Scarecrow is going to rescue them.”

Three hourslater the grim figure of the Scarecrow was standing upon his horse' s back immediately
beneath the casement where the beadle slept. He awoke hearing a raucous whisper ordering him to get out
of bed and hand over the cell keys. The sight of the leveled horse pistol persuaded him to obey. “Andif
you attempt to leave your house before the dawn you will be shot by one of my men who iswatching your
door from the churchyard wall. | am not having the prisoners hanged tomorrow morning. | have decided
to deal with them myself.”

Two minutes later the wretched prisoners were asterrified as the beadle had been when the Scarecrow
entered the cell and ordered them to walk out quietly. Outside Mipps, dressed as Hellspite, waited with
three horses, which they were ordered to mount. They rode to the beach, where a fishing boat was waiting
for thetide to carry the Scarecrow’ s ordersto France. Here they were ordered into the cabin and shut in.

When the sun rose and the first of the crowd began collecting to get good places for the execution, a
notice was found fastened to the gallows:

Therewill be no hanging. | have decided to punish these Tankertons myself.
The Scarecrow

And as Mipps remarked to the Vicar that night over their brandy: “There’ s no onein the neighbourhood
or out of it what don’t think the old Scarecrow ain’t aperfect marvel. Andso say |, and here' sto you sir.”

Doctor Syn’sreply to that was, “ Pass me the black book, Mipps, for | believe that with our settlement
against these Tankertons our debts are paid.”

Mipps unlocked the iron chest and handed his master the sinister volume.
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“Well, Vicar, there’' sno doubt but that all these nameswhat you wrotein it has caused us a coffin-load
of trouble.”

“Excitement aswell,” replied the Vicar. “Come, my good Mipps, you must alow them credit for giving
us some exciting adventures.”

“Well, we' ve finished with *em now for abit,” said Mipps, “and p'r’ aps we can enjoy anicelittle bit of
anchorage. Go ashore, asit were, sir, for abit and spend our profits.”

“Not quiteyet, | think, for theseis still a name here to be dealt with, my good Mipps.”

“Who'sthat then?’ asked the sexton.

Doctor Syn, whose thin fingers had been turning over the pages of the black book, suddenly closed the
clasps with a snap as he answered, “ The Archbishop.”

“Oh, leave him done,” urged Mipps. “There's not much fun in mucking about with an Archbishop.”

“But he was a proscribed enemy, my good Mipps,” went on the Vicar. “Perhaps you have forgotten the
very rude and personal things he said about the Scarecrow in his sermon.”

“No, helaid it on thick, | confess,” admitted Mipps. “But |let’ sleave the old grumbletonian alone.”

“Perhaps you have forgotten my comment at thetime.”

“No, | never forgets nothing what you says, sir. It don’t pay to forget them things, I’ ve found.”

“Thenwhat did | say?’ asked the Vicar.

“Why, youthough of taking him aong to repeat his sermon to the Night+iders. But he'd never do it,
not proper. He'd turn it all milk-and-watery.”

“Not if the Scarecrow ordered otherwise,” replied Syn. “Oh, and it would be vastly amusing. Most
diverting, onmy soul. Think of it, Mipps. Think of removing His Grace, night-gowned and night-capped,
from his bed in Canterbury Palace, mounting him on Gehennain front of the Scarecrow, and then galloping
through the narrow echoing streets and out into the country along Stone Street. Think of meeting the
Night-riders at Slippery Sam'’s, then on and down to the Marsh for the sermon.”

Mippsgrinned. “Yes, sir. Very funny if you looksat it in that way. But there'stwo sidesto everything,
even ajoke.”

“And what’ sthe other sideto this joke?’ asked Syn. “The Archbishop’s discomfort?’

“No, sir. TheNight-riders’. What have they gone and done that they should be inflicted with the
Archbishop’s sermon al over again?’

“Aye, Mipps, thereisthat way of looking at it,” sighed Syn. “Waell, then we'll leave His Grace alone
and pass the brandy.”

And as he took the bottle from the sexton, Syn began to sing quietly Clegg’ s old chanty:

Oh, here’ sto the feet what have walked the plank;
Yo-ho for the Dead Man' s Throttle.

Mipps grinned again. “I believe you hankersto be Clegg again.”
“Well, who knows, my good little Mipps, but that even yet it may not be cut and run for us, and another
spell of piracy upon the high seas.
So here’ sto the corpses afloat in the Tank,
And the Dead Man'steeth in the Bottle.”

THEEND
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